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The Sermon on the Mount Series 

 Introduction to the Sermon: Matthew 5:1-2 

“The Divine Confrontation” 

 

Introduction:  I have called this message “The Divine 

Confrontation” because it speaks of the nature of this first sermon 

of Jesus.  One of the greatest sermons ever preached and it was the 

first for the Savior.  The nature of this sermon was something that 

everybody listening would have felt and realized was different in 

every way.  Jesus confronted the crowds with a new teaching.  

Attitude was now an issue.  This sermon is not a second law but a 

new law.  Love was more important than legalistic observance to 

the law. 

 

I am sure there were many people around representing different 

groups and all must have been astounded.  What makes this 

sermon different than anything we have ever heard or read?  What 

makes it so confrontational?  What was Jesus doing when He 

preached this message? 

 

The Sermon on the Mount is one of 5 discourses in Matthew: 

 

1. 5-7 The sermon of the mount 

2. 10 Instructions for those going out into the field of ministry 

3. 13 Kingdom principles… the K of H is like… 

4. 18 The Greatest in the Kingdom 

5. 24-25 End times discourse… Olivet Discourse 
 

The Context of the Sermon: Sources used are MacArthur, Pink, 

and Grey. 

 

 The OT ends with a curse on those who do not obey the law 

or follow the teachings of Moses.  Malachi 4:4-6.  The 

Sermon on the Mount starts a new law of attitude and love.  

Relationship is the important matter.   
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 The most illusive desire that man has is happiness.  Jesus 

tells us how to get it.  The world is motivated by this desire.  

Jesus takes us to a different level of living than mere 

happiness.  Jesus speaks of contentment or bliss (Shall I say 

obedience).  All, at some point, seek happiness.  You will 

never find it unless you take the path that Jesus recommends. 

 The idea of happiness brings us to the main goal of the 

Sermon on the Mount.  Salvation.  The instructions that Jesus 

gives can only be found in a new nature.  The Christian is the 

only one that can completely experience all these truths.   

 The OT ends with a curse.  The NT ends with a promise.  

Revelation 22:3… “There shall no longer be a curse.”   

 In this sermon Christ speaks as no man has ever spoken 

before.  Jesus speaks of a “secret” blessedness that only the 

regenerated man can understand.  No human luxuries or 

comfort can give what is promised in the words of this 

sermon.  In this sermon: 

 

o Jesus speaks to the crowd 

o Jesus speaks to the afflicted 

o Jesus speaks to His disciples 

 

 At this point Jesus speaks to the afflicted and speaks with 

love and acceptance.  Later in the book the “woes and 

judgment” come. The rebukes to the Pharisees will come in 

time.   

 The beatitudes are the fulfillment of Isa 35:3 and 40:1ff.  The 

desert and wilderness will bloom and a highway of 

righteousness will be there.   

 

Isaiah 35:3-6 

3 Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; 4 

say to those with fearful hearts, "Be strong, do not fear; your God 

will come, he will come with vengeance; 
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with divine retribution he will come to save you." 5 Then will the 

eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 6 

Then will the lame leap like a deer, 

and the mute tongue shout for joy. 

NIV 

 

Isaiah 40:1-5 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to 

Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard service has been 

completed, that her sin has been paid for, 

that she has received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins. 

3 A voice of one calling: "In the desert prepare the way for the 

Lord; make straight in the wilderness 

a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be raised up, every 

mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, 

the rugged places a plain. 5 And the glory of the Lord will be 

revealed, and all mankind together will see it. For the mouth of the 

Lord has spoken." 

NIV 

 To receive the blessedness of which Jesus speaks there are 

two requirements… You must need it, and you must know 

you need it.  

 

From pastor’s perspective the virtues in the Sermon on the Mount 

are a direct contrast in the humanistic liberal philosophy of all 

generations.  These virtues are timeless and timely.  The president 

of the USA (Obama) tried to talk about the Sermon on the Mount 

to prove a point about His socialistic agenda.  I was embarrassed 

for him.  You actually have to be saved to understand spiritual 

principles.  The world thinks these lessons are a waste of time and 

passé.   They have their own Beatitudes: 

 

 Those who mourn can do it somewhere else I don’t have time 

to stop and help.   
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 The meek can just meet John Wayne and get out of my way.  

I don’t have time for wimps.  

 I don’t have time to stop feeding my hedonistic habits long 

enough to hunger for righteousness.  It takes a lot of time to 

satisfy my flesh man.   

 Mercy is for the weak and I take what I want.  Forgiveness is 

for people who make stupid mistakes.  I’m never wrong.   

 Peace makers are losers that can’t confront.  It’s a waste of 

time anyway to try and keep peace.   

 Purity is not a worthwhile goal and who needs to see God 

anyway?   

 I never get persecuted anyway.  I can handle people that 

bother me.  I’m too bust dishing it out to get it.   

 Those who insult me will get it right back and retaliation is 

what I am all about.  Revenges is sweet you know?  

 Blessed are the rich for they inherit the world.   

 

Let me say this.  The measure of a man is not how educated, rich, 

intelligent, tall, good-looking, or what he does or what he owns…. 

It’s all about what he is.  The measure of a man is what God thinks 

of you.   

 

 

The Political Context:  Jesus teaches Morality not politics. 

 

John 18:36 

Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my 

servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now 

my kingdom is from another place."  

 

 When Pilate asked Jesus questions he did not get the answers 

he thought he might get.  Jesus answered from a spiritual 

reference.  He did not come to be a political King.  The 
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message was moral, spiritual, and internal, not external and 

military.   

 JM says that Jesus was concerned with what men are because 

it determines what they do.  Pilate was concerned with who 

men were because he was concerned with influence. 

 

Quote:  “The ideals and principles of the Sermon on the mount are 

utterly contrary to those of human societies and governments.  In 

Christ’s kingdom the most exalted persons are those who are the 

lowliest in the world’s estimation, and vice versa.  Jesus declared 

that John The Baptist was the greatest man to ever live until that 

time.  Yet John had no possessions and no home, lived in a 

wilderness, dressed in a hair garment, and ate locust and wild 

honey.  He was not a part of the religious system, and had no 

financial, military, or political power.  In addition to that he 

preached a message that in the world’s eyes was completely 

irrelevant.  By the world’s standards he was a misfit and a failure.  

Yet he received the Lord’s highest praise” (JM p. 133).   

 

 The world says elevate, praise, and assert yourself.  The 

message of the cross is humility, repentance, and service.   

 

The Religious Context:  Relationship vs. Religious Movement 

 

Jesus confronted four professional religionists: 

 

1. The Pharisees- tradition and strict observance to the law was 

paramount.  Divine law was the measure of things and how 

you kept the law.   

2. The Sadducees- focused on the present and had no problem 

modifying the scripture and tradition to fit their situation.  

Today we call these people liberals.  In 2022 it’s the woke 

crown.  They did not adhere to the supernatural.  Their 

religious philosophy was more important than the scriptures. 
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3. The Essenes- this group prided themselves in separation 

from society.  They would be called ascetics.  They would 

not show emotion or participate in communal activities.  

They lived in remote barren places like Qumran on the 

northwest edge of the Dead Sea.   

4. The Zealots- this group contained radical or fanatical 

nationalists.  Political activism was their prominent mantra.  

They looked down on all their Jewish brothers who would 

not take up arms against Rome.   

 

John MacArthur summarizes beautifully:  “The Pharisees said 

go back; the Sadducees said go ahead; the Essenes said go away, 

and the Zealots said go against” (JM, Matt. 1-7 p. 134).   
 

The central focus of the Sermon on the Mount was that Jesus 

Divinely confronted all these “isms.”  Military power, political 

gain, false holiness, and boring religion were shattered by the 

Master.  Jesus brought a message that most likely was not totally 

understood then, or now.  Pure religion, according to Jesus, was 

this… The inner relationship that one had with Christ would 

effects the way one acted outwardly. 

 

The great theologian Jerry Grey says in summary…  “Paul the 

apostle takes his cue from Jesus. Paul tells the church in Corinth 

that unless they have love they are spiritually bankrupt.  Jesus 

blasted the order of the day when He spoke of anger and murder 

as equals.  He reckoned lust to adultery.  He spoke of the law being 

fulfilled not destroyed.  He spoke words like “you have heard it 

said, but I say unto you.”  He exposed the hypocrisy of the 

religious leaders and the plight of the multitudes.  He revealed the 

powerless rituals that the leaders had in prayer and their 

judgmental attitudes.  He revealed the nature of a false prophet 

and exposed the motives of men’s hearts.  He closes the sermon by 

saying that those who build their lives on the rock will be wise.   

 



 7 

Most significantly, Jesus flayed open the souls of men and their 

spiritual condition.  This sermon was the first experience that men 

with false motives and false religion had with the blessed Son of 

Man.  Love covers a multitude of sins.” 

 

The Introduction to the greatest sermon ever preached:   

The beginning of the divine confrontation 

 

Verse 1:  

 

“He saw” 

 

 This is one of the greatest words in the entire NT.  The Greek 

here is revealing.  The word “see” comes from the word 

  The word means to perceive.  It does mean that he 

literally saw the people with His eyes but that is not all it 

means.  Matthew could have used a different word for see if 

that were all it was that he wanted to communicate.  Jesus 

saw past their fault and saw their need. 

 

 Jesus perceived the people.  This statement says that Jesus 

was the first to come and see the plight of the people.  The 

Pharisees, Sadducees and religious rulers did not see the 

people.  If they had, they could not have done anything with 

them.  Jesus understood.  He cared.  He came.  It should do 

your heart good to know that the Son of God perceives you.   

 

 Jesus was a people magnet.  Look at Matt. 4:23ff.  Healing is 

why they followed Him to the Mount.  If He were to teach 

them the truths of this sermon He would have to live it for 

them.  This is Emmanuel explained.  He is God with us.   
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“The Crowd”   

 

 Throughout the ministry of Jesus the crowd is there.  Look 

closely at what motivated Jesus to preach this sermon.  

Matthew says that when Jesus saw the crowd He when up on 

the mountain to preach.   

 

 The crowd should motivate us also.  The lost are all around 

us.  The word is used 175 times in the NT.  It is used 

149 times in the gospels.  Matthew wants to note the fact that 

Jesus was aware of the multitudes.   

 

Matthew 15:32 

Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion for 

these people; they have already been with me three days and have 

nothing to eat. I do not want to send them away hungry, or they 

may collapse on the way.”  

NIV 

 Jesus perceived the multitudes.  Jesus had compassion on the 

multitudes.  Jesus touched the multitudes.  It’s all about the 

crowds.  This text fulfilled the words of Isaiah in Isaiah 

61:1-2. 
 

Luke 4:18-19  

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to 

preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom 

for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the 

oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” 

 

“He went up on a mountainside” 

 

 This spot was probably not a famous place until Jesus 

preached there.  It soon became the place from which Jesus 

preached the Sermon on the Mount.  Jesus does that.  He 



 9 

takes a place and visits it and turns it into a sacred place.  He 

has done this with your life.   

 

“He sat down” 

 

 The Rabbis were thought to sit when they taught but what 

makes this so special is that Jesus sits on the mountainside.  

He is not in the sophist’s hall.  He does not use fallacious and 

clever arguments.  Jesus brought a teaching that spoke 

directly to the needs of the people.  He changed their lives.  

Jesus brought truth to the barren teachings of the 

philosophers and theologians of the day.   

 

 Paul asked revealing questions of the church in Corinth when 

he asked them where the philosophers of the age were.  Jesus 

sat with the people where they were.  He did go to the 

synagogues but He was no rhetorical teacher.  He spoke with 

power and backed it up with action.   

 

“His disciples came to Him” 

 

 Let me ask you a question.  Why are you here to night and 

the person next to you this morning is not?  I think that Jesus 

experienced the same thing we do today.  Most people just 

don’t get it.  When the Master sits down I want to be there to 

get it all He has to offer.   

 

 The bible does not tell us what the results of this sermon 

were.  I learned a long time ago not to get discouraged when 

people do not respond.  They did not even respond to Christ.   

 

 Are we a part of the multitude, the crowd, or the disciples?   
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Quote:  The Archbishop of the Church of England once said that it 

would be impossible to conduct the affairs of Britain on the basis 

of The Sermon on the Mount because the nation was not loyal to 

the King.   

 

Verse 2:   

 

“He opened His mouth and began to teach them saying…” 

 

 The NIV misses the importance of the phrase “He opened 

His mouth.”  The ancients would say this, not stating the 

obvious, when a message was important.  When God speaks 

it should stop us in our tracks.  The greatest sermon ever 

preached was unfolding.  

 Jesus was about to teach a life’s worth of lessons in a single 

sermon.  If we could teach the lessons of this sermon to the 

NT church, we could save all our marriages.  We could build 

homes instead of houses.  We could stop discrimination and 

anger.  We could learn to love and build lives of integrity.   

 

 The most important goal of the new millennium for the lost is 

to be happy.  They want to know that life is worth living and 

that it all means something.  Listen to me carefully.  This 

sermon that we are going to study will teach us that 

contentment is better than happiness.  Happiness changes 

with the circumstances.  Blessedness lives in the soul.   
 

 We need to challenge our attitudes and beliefs.  We shall see 

how many of our people want to understand and practice the 

truths that this sermon teaches.  Is contentment illusive; is it a 

slippery slope that you cannot grasp?  This is how we are to 

live in the Kingdom of God and the Son He loves. 
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Closing:  There is one uniqueness to the sermon that must be 

brought out.  Many think that the sermon is impossible to live and 

therefore has no evangelistic value to it.  True, it does not 

specifically speak evangelistically but it does do something even 

more uniquely.  The person who studies this sermon realizes that 

he could never live out the message of the sermon so it drives him 

to God to ask why.  The answer is this… you need a new nature 

and the Holy Spirit in your heart to successfully live this message.   

 

Let’s seek two aspects to the sermon.   

 

1. Ask God to save you if you do not have Christ as Lord. 

2. Ask God to help you learn the truths of this great sermon if 

you are saved and to put them into practice.   


