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“Sermon on the Mount”  

The Divine Confrontation Series: 

(The Beatitudes 5:1-12) 

“1- The Blissful Indigent” 
 

Introduction:  The message of this sermon should never be 

overlooked.  Jesus is opening the playbook of Christian living. The 

section that we are in is the beatitudes.  The message of this section 

is about secret contentment.  I really believe that the “buzz words” 

for the first ten years of the new millennium will be a return to the 

eighties and the self-satisfaction age (We are now in 2022 and 

nothing has changed).  People today are seeking happiness and 

overlooking contentment.  Jesus presents the remedy to an 

unsettled life in this section of the sermon.  The secrets to 

contentment are here but they are cloaked in a spiritual blanket.  

Let’s look deeper to discover the truth.   

 

Remember the three groups with whom Jesus speaks: 

1. The multitudes.  2.  The afflicted.  3.  The immediate 

disciples.  What group are you in? 

 

The Sermon: 

 

 Was it preached all at once or put together by Matthew over a 

period of time?  William Barclay gives a strong case for the 

sermon being preached over a long period of time and John 

MacArthur says it was all at once.   

 I think it was preached all at once but that much of the 

sermon is not recorded.  Matthew 7:28 tells us that the 

crowds were amazed when Jesus finished the sermon, which 

leads me to believe that it was delivered in one sitting.  The 

truths are the same whether it was in 1 hour or 3 years. 

 

The Beatitudes:  What are they? 
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 They are spiritual principles of perfect blessedness.  In all the 

beatitudes that word for “blessed” is makarios.  It can be 

translated in many ways but mainly as blessed, happy, 

content, fortunate, and my favorite, blissful.   

 John MacArthur tells us that Homer used the word in 

reference to a businessman who had great success in 

business.   

 Homer and Hesiod (Ancient Greek poet) spoke of the gods 

being happy with themselves because they were not affected 

by the world of men.   

 

Quote:  John MacArthur says, “The fullest meaning of the term, 

therefore, had to do with an inward contentedness that is not 

affected by circumstances” (Matt 5-7, p. 142).   

 

 David, Solomon, and Paul all speak of God being blessed, 

(Psalm. 68:35; Psalm 72:18; 1 Timothy 1:11).  

 

Ps 68:35 

35 You are awesome, O God, in your sanctuary; 

the God of Israel gives power and strength to his people. 

Praise (Barak, blessed or praise) be to God!  

NIV 

 

 The NIV translates it as “praise” instead of “blessed,” and 

the KJV translates as “blessed.”  Nonetheless, the point is 

this… Contentment is a characteristic of the nature of God.  

If you partake of the nature of God you receive blessedness 

and joy. 

 

 The English “happiness” has as its root “hap” which means 

“chance.”  The word makarios deals with a deeper sense of 

joy and contentment than does happiness that responds to 

circumstances.    
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 I like to compare the beatitudes to parables.  A parable is an 

earthly story with a heavenly meaning. A beatitude is an earthly 

statement with a spiritual or heavenly meaning.   

 Remember that these teachings are not a second law but a 

new command.  Attitude and inner motive are now most 

important. Jesus adds to the law with a new command.  Our 

attitudes are exposed in the way Jesus interprets the law.   

 

 Barclay notes a very important point in the grammar that will 

also be worth mentioning.  The beatitudes do not contain the 

verb “are.”  The original language does not say, “Blessed 

are.”  The word for “are” in the Greek text is not there.  The 

NKJV alerts the reader to this with italicized letters.  Jesus 

most likely spoke in Aramaic and the expression He used 

means, “O the bliss of.”  The Hebrew of the OT also does the 

same thing.  Psalm 1 starts with “O The Bliss of.”   

 

The point of all this is that the grammar teaches us that the 

blessedness is not for the future but for the present.  The 

pious blessings promised are for today, not some time in the 

future.  “O The Bliss Of” speaks of today, right now.   

 

Quote:  Arthur Pink made this comment about the truths of this 

section…“Outward comforts and luxuries are absolutely 

indispensable to contentment of mind and felicity of life to the 

unregenerate heart.”   

 

“The awful tragedy is that regenerate hearts also fall into the 

same patterns of thinking. We must learn the secrets to real 

contentment.” (JRG). 

 

John 16:21-22 

“A woman, when she is in labor, has sorrow because her hour has 

come; but as soon as she has given birth to the child, she no longer 

remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born 
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into the world. Therefore you now have sorrow; but I will see you 

again and your heart will rejoice, and your joy no one will take 

from you.” 

NKJV 

 

I.  Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the Kingdom of 

Heaven: 

 

 The words for “poor” help us understand this verse.   

 

Penes- describes a man that has to work for a living.  He is poor.  

He has nothing extra in life.  He does have job and a place from 

which to draw resources.   

 

Illustration:  Kelley Smith has had to buy my lunch or dinner 

several times.  She is always around when I am out of money.  

Poor at that point but not destitute. This happened three times in a 

row. It was quite funny.  I had to borrow money from her in a 

restaurant because I was out of money or did not have my wallet.   

 

Ptochos- (4434) describes a man who is also poor.  The difference 

is that this man has nothing at all.  This person is mendicant.  This 

means living solely on alms. That is the word we are using here.  A 

cognate of this word means to crouch in fear.  Literally this person 

is a public nuisance or embarrassment due to their neediness.  

Pauper is the word.  In Luke 16:20 Lazarus is described as a 

cowering beggar. This is the word in out text.   

 

Luke 16:19-22 

19 "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen 

and lived in luxury every day. 20 At his gate was laid a beggar 

(Ptochos) named Lazarus, covered with sores 21 and longing to 

eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and 

licked his sores.  

 



 5 

22 "The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried 

him to Abraham's side. 

NIV 

 

We must note that there is some validity to the fact that Jesus is 

speaking of poorness in general, but the main point is that the man 

who is so poor spiritually that he has learned to lean on the Savior 

completely, is the man that will have the whole kingdom of God at 

his disposal. Spiritually speaking, this is a person that knows they 

are destitute spiritually and that they have no way to access 

righteousness in any way, shape, form, or fashion.  This is how a 

person gets saved folks. Grace never saved a good man.  

 

In Hebrew, the word poor was used of the man that was so humble 

and helpless that he had his whole trust and hope in God. 

 

1. Psalm 34:6  “The poor man cried out and the Lord heard him… 

2. Psalm 9:18  “But the needy will not always be forgotten, nor 

the hope of the afflicted ever perish.  

3. 35:10; 68:10; 72:4; 107:41; 132:15 etc.   

 

 The point of this is that the man that recognizes his neediness 

is the man that receives from the Lord. The proud and self-

sufficient need not apply.  

 We are all called at times to do things we are not capable of 

doing.  The spiritually poor man understands his need for  

God and trusts Him for help and results.   

 

Important facts about the spiritually poor: 

 

1. They depend totally on God. 

2. They have learned God has all the resources (Spiritual and 

physical). We usually have to learn this quickly after our new 

birth. God will soon begin to teach us to trust Him.  

3. They know they need God.   
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4. They have learned to not look on the surface of things.  

Spiritually poor people may be giants in the eyes of God and 

accomplish grand goals for the Master. 

5. They are short-term reservoirs.  They distribute the 

blessedness as quickly as they receive it.  The Dead Sea 

principle exists here.  Nothing in, nothing out. The best 

givers are always poor people.  

6. They have learned that spiritual blessings do not satisfy the 

physical needs we have, and physical blessings do not satisfy 

spiritual needs.  A broken leg will not feel better after a moral 

lecture. The soul does not find spiritual significance in a new 

car. Just because you were saved does not mean you do not 

have to go to work anymore. This is not a pure example but 

you get the idea.  If you break your leg, by all means pray, 

but please go to the hospital.  Wisdom and discernment must 

be applied in both cases. In other words, there are more 

important things than riches and spiritual blessedness is 

found in more things than cash and cars. Peace, love, joy and 

contentment are way more valuable than a car.    

 

Proverbs 23:4-5 

 “Do not wear yourself out to get rich; 

have the wisdom to show restraint.  

 Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, 

for they will surely sprout wings  

and fly off to the sky like an eagle.”  

 

Seek ye first the Kingdom… 

 

7. Ephesians 2:1-10- The lost are spiritually dead.  The 

Christian is spiritually poor.  There is a difference. That’s a 

great statement by the way.  
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Eph 2:1-10 

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 

in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this 

world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit 

who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us 

also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of 

our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like 

the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 4 But because 

of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us 

alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions 

— it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us 

up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms 

in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might 

show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his 

kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have 

been saved, through faith — and this not from yourselves, it 

is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can 

boast. 10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for 

us to do.  

NIV 

 

8. John MacArthur says that to be spiritually poor is to know 

you are in spiritual poverty apart from God.  It is to truly see 

one’s self as he really is…  Destitute without God regardless 

of education, wealth, position, or power.   

 

Isaiah 66:2:  “This is the one I esteem: he who is humble and 

contrite in spirit, and trembles at my word.” This is spiritually 

poor… but definitely not dead 

         

9. In Spirit- If a person is poor in spirit it shows genuine 

poverty.  Many feel the need to work up emotions or tell 

stories of false times of brokenness.  If the neediness is of the 

spirit, it will be genuine.   
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Psalm 34:18 

“The LORD is close to the brokenhearted 

and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” 

 

10. Jesus told parables that surely made the Pharisees angry.       

They recited prayers in the temple but had no poverty of spirit.  

Remember the context of the sermon.  Remember who was 

listening. Luke 18:9ff 

 

Luke 18:9-14 

9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and 

looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: 10 "Two 

men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 

tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 

'God, I thank you that I am not like other men — robbers, 

evildoers, adulterers — or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast 

twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.'  

 

13 "But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even 

look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy 

on me, a sinner.'  

 

14 "I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home 

justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be 

humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."  

NIV 

 

11. John MacArthur says that Moses, Peter, Paul, and others had 

many issues with their spiritual lives, and all these men at some 

point, came to realize that there was nothing in them that was 

worthy of God’s blessings.  Paul calls all his accomplishments 

rubbish.  Romans 3:10ff 
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Romans 3:10-12 

“There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who 

understands, no one who seeks God.  All have turned away, they 

have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, 

not even one.”   

 

Quote:  In his Confessions, Augustine says that pride was the 

greatest barrier to receiving the gospel.  If pride keeps us from 

coming into the Kingdom, it will surely keep us from receiving our 

inheritance in the Kingdom.   

 

12.  “The Poor in Spirit” is the first beatitude because it is the first 

in the line of all spiritual graces.  Without it you stall in your 

growth.   

 

The World’s Beatitude:  O the bliss of not needing anyone for 

anything (mainly God) and allowing one’s own self-sufficiency to 

gain and control all that is available in the here and now.   

 

Restated:  O the bliss of the man who has realized his own utter 

helplessness, and who has put his whole trust in God, for this alone 

(his trust) will keep him in perfect obedience and allow him to 

receive all the blessedness of the kingdom. 

 

Closing:  Those who come to Christ who are poor in spirit are 

promised not to leave poor in spirit.  Isaiah 57:15 “For this is 

what the high and lofty One says-- he who lives forever, whose 

name is holy: "I live in a high and holy place, but also with him 

who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly 

and to revive the heart of the contrite.” NIV 

 

 

 


