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The Sermon on the Mount Series 
“The Divine Confrontation” 

(The Beatitudes)Matthew 5:1-12 
“Message 4-Verse 6: O The Bliss of Perfect 

satisfaction” 
 

Matthew 5:6 “O The Bliss of Perfect Satisfaction” 
 

Introduction:  There is a bitter-sweet aspect to our 
salvation.  The closer we get to Christ, the greater awareness 
that we have of our own sinfulness.  I have often wondered 
about this beatitude and how it will work itself out in my life.  
I have walked very closely with Christ at times, and I have 
felt satisfied with my walk with the Lord, only to know 
deeply, that I had not even closely arrived at the standard 
that God requires.   
 

There are days that I lean on grace way too heavily. The 
struggle with sanctification overwhelms me and I really get 
tired of being the same old person with the same old 
struggles. The progress is too little to even call it 
sanctification.  When we come to times of slow spiritual 
progress we can get depressed and distracted in our walks 
with Christ. However, you must remember that even in those 
times that God is growing you.  
 
The Promise:  The promise in this beatitude is extremely 
comforting.  The people that seek after righteousness will be 
filled or righteously satisfied. 
 
The Questions We Must Answer:  What is true 
righteousness?  What does it mean to really hunger and 
thirst for it when we find out what it is?  What does it feel 
like when we are filled?   
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The Context:  Remember the groups that were listening to 
Jesus.  I think that this beatitude, more than any other, was 
directed right at the Pharisees.   
 

 They believed in working for righteousness. 

 They also believed that some people could become 
righteous and that others had no chance at all.  

 They set their own standard for righteousness.  God did 
not even have a say so in their standards.   

 
The divine confrontation comes in that Jesus now will reveal 
what true righteousness really is, right in the face of all the 
legalists and religionists. The person that wants and desires 
to be righteousness need only have the passion required to 
be fully satisfied.  Might I say that the same is true 
today, and even right now, at this moment in time?  
If you seek true righteousness and the satisfaction 
that it brings… you may have it.   
 
I.  What is the righteousness of which Jesus speaks? 
 

Greek:  Righteousness (The word means right, 
just, upright or righteousness.  Righteousness fulfills the 
claims of “dike,” or justice or judgment, which in the case of 
the believer is a fulfillment of the claims of God.  
Righteousness is thus the conformity to the claims of a 
higher authority and stands in opposition to anomia 
(lawlessness).  In the OT, and the NT, the term 
righteousness is the state a person finds themselves 
in, that was commanded by God and has stood the 
test of His Judgment.   
 

1. Salvation:  Therefore, righteousness is being in a 
state of holiness (Salvation) because God Himself 
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has declared you holy.  This takes the standard away 
from man and puts it on God.   

 
Quote:  Pink says that righteousness in the bible is 
synonymous with salvation. 
 

Isaiah 45:8 
“You heavens above, rain down righteousness; let the clouds 

shower it down. Let the earth open wide, let salvation 
spring up, let righteousness grow with it; I, the LORD, have 

created it.” 
NIV 

 
Isaiah 46:12-13 

“Listen to me, you stubborn-hearted, you who are far from 
righteousness.  I am bringing my righteousness near, it is 
not far away; and my salvation will not be delayed. I will 

grant salvation to Zion, my splendor to Israel.”  
NIV 

 
Notice how righteousness and salvation are connected in 
these passages.   
 

2. Spiritual blessings:  Righteousness carries with it 
spiritual blessings. 

 
Matt 6:33-34 

“But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all 
these things will be given to you as well.”  

NIV 
 

Quote: Pink says that to hunger and thirst means to seek 
God’s favor, image, and felicity (Felicity means intense 
happiness, or in our case, blissfulness).  Righteousness is the 
cause of satisfaction.   
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3. Legal Justification:  We are treated as if we had 
never sinned.  We can call this Theological 
righteousness.  This means that even though I am 
still in unredeemed flesh, God still sees my 
justification that Christ bought for me on the cross.  I 
legally own the righteousness of another and 
it belongs to me.   

 
Romans 5:1 

“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ…” 

 
Romans 5:9-10 

“Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much 
more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him!” 

 
Romans 5:18-19 

“Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was 
condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of 

righteousness was justification that brings life for all men.” 
 

Romans 8:1 
“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are 

in Christ Jesus…” 
 

4. Practical Righteousness:  Righteousness and 
sanctification are never to be separated.  Here is 
where we see the difference between imputed and 
imparted righteousness.  Imputed is described 
in Romans 4 where the bible teaches that Abraham 
was righteous because God imputed or credited him 
with it.  Imparted righteousness is what the 
already justified saint is interested in.  We not only 
want the favor of God in salvation but we seek, as 
Pink calls it, the renewed image of God in us.  In 
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other words, we want the image of God to be seen in 
us.  Legal justification is imputed.  Sanctification is 
imparted.   
 

 American Christians hardly ever want more 
than hell insurance.  The conflict is in the nature 
of Lordship Salvation.  Jesus must be Savior 
and Lord, and simultaneously.  
   

 

II.  What does it mean to hunger and thirst for the 
above types of righteousness?   
 
William Barclay notes that to understand these statements of 
Jesus we must place them in context with the listeners.  
Today we really do not understand the hunger and thirst that 
Jesus spoke of in this passage.  The people in this day were 
only meals away from starvation.  Not one person listening 
had ever turned a tap for a drink.  We must learn what it is to 
almost die for food and drink before we can understand what 
Jesus was saying. 
 

1. Mysterious hunger and thirst:  I believe that 
when a person is saved that God puts in them a seed 
of righteousness that desires to grow.  The Holy 
Spirit takes over and produces growth in that 
person’s life.  Later on, he has to work to make it 
grow, but it never dies.   
 
This is the seed of righteousness that lives in the 
prodigal son and makes him come to his senses and 
return to his father’s house.  Goodness haunts lost 
men.  They have enough of it to let them know 
there is more somewhere else.   
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2. Passionate hunger and thirst:  There is a Greek 
construction that must be explained here.  The verbs 
for hunger and thirst are Present Active Participles. It 
is a rule in the Greek grammar that states that verbs 
of hungering and thirsting will be followed by what 
we call the genitive case.  We use this case to know 
which prepositions to use in translation.  This rule 
is called a partitive genitive.  The word for 
righteousness does not follow this rule.  It breaks the 
rule and uses a case known as the accusative, 
which is used for the direct object.  When it is 
partitive a person is asking for a part of something.  
Here Jesus is says that the person is hungering, not 
for a part of righteousness, but for the whole thing.   

 

 The true fact is that most Christians never 
hunger and thirst for this kind of righteousness.  
They are content with a part of it, but not the 
whole. 

 This beatitude says that we are not to be 
satisfied with partial goodness or righteousness.   

 
Illustration:  Barclay gives examples of two partially 
good men.  One man has all the righteousness of morality 
and you may never label him with a fault.  However, he 
would freeze up totally if you needed him to be sympathetic 
with you in a matter.  He has no compassion.  The other 
man is a gambler and a drunk.  He swears and stays out all 
hours of the night and frequently loses his temper.  
However, if you went to him with a sad story and needed a 
friend he would listen as you cried on his breast.  Both men 
are partially moral and lacking before God.  God wants 
us to desire total righteousness. The apostle John 
would call this truth and love in 2 John.   
 



 7 

 You are willing to make whatever changes 
necessary for righteousness. Are you willing to ask 
God to reveal anything He desires in your life that 
needs to be removed or added?   

 
3. Emotional hunger or shall we say 

(affection):  This thought is very tricky.  I have long 
struggled with the fact that some people are just not 
as emotional as others.  We must yield to the fact that 
some express themselves in different ways.  
However, can a saved person really have the eternal 
Son of God in them and not express it?   

 
Affection Passages: 

 Psalm 42:1-3; Psalm 130; Titus 2:11-14 
 

Ps 42:1-3 
As the deer pants for streams of water, 

so my soul pants for you, O God.  
2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. 

When can I go and meet with God?  
3 My tears have been my food 

day and night, 
while men say to me all day long, 

"Where is your God?"  
NIV 

 
Ps 130:1-2 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord;  
2 O Lord, hear my voice. 
Let your ears be attentive 

to my cry for mercy.  
NIV 
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Titus 2:11-14 
11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has 

appeared to all men. 12 It teaches us to say "No" to 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-

controlled, upright, and godly lives in this present age, 
13 while we wait for the blessed hope — the glorious 

appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 
who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 

wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are 
his very own, eager (Zeal) to do what is good.  

NIV 
 
Quote: R. C. Sproul wrote a book called “The Soul’s 
Quest for God: Satisfying the hunger for 
spiritual communion with God.”  In the book he 
wrestles with two interesting aspects of our salvation.  
One is knowledge, and the other love or affection.   
 
Quote:  “To know him is to love him.  Therefore, 
deepening knowledge must precede deepening 
affection.  On the other hand, there is the primacy of 
the heart.  Many have accumulated a storehouse of 
knowledge and yet their hearts remain sterile and 
cold.  History is replete with evidence of scholars who 
have distinguished themselves with erudition (Great 
learning acquired through scholarship and reading) 
used in the case of unbelief.  A creed cannot save 
anyone.  It is with the heart that we believe.  A 
necessary element of saving faith is affection for 
Christ.  A lot of knowledge with no love is worthless.  A 
little knowledge coupled with great affection is far 
preferable. God is most pleased when we pursue both 
primacies. The pursuit of knowledge is insufficient in 
itself.  It must not serve as an end in itself but as a 
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means to an end.  The goal is to inflame the heart.  The 
mind is to serve as a feeding trough for the soul.   

 
III. What does it look like when we are filled with 
righteousness? 
 

 The first thing we should know is that the Greek is 
translated “those who are hungering and thirsting, not 
those who have been satisfied from their hungering 
and thirsting.” The verbs are Present Active 
Participles. Continuation is the point.  

 The filling is equal to the original thought we had on 
righteousness.  There is an initial and a continuous 
effect.  You will never hunger and thirst for salvation 
again after being satisfied with living bread and water.  
But you will continue to hunger and thirst for the 
practical and the imparted righteousness He offers.    

 

Word Study:  (Future Passive Indicative, to be or 

shall be filled or satisfied) The desired result of this passionate 

hungering and thirsting is obvious.  We want to be filled.  The 

word chortazo means to be satisfied.  Historically it was used of 

animals that ate until they were full and would not eat anymore.  

They were allowed to eat until they wanted no more.   
 

Satisfaction vs. filling:  The verb is passive.  That means 
that Jesus does the filling.  We do the seeking and He takes 
care of the filling and satisfaction.  Here is where we can see 
the difference between filling and satisfaction.  I think the 
translation should be satisfied not filled.  Filled indicates a 
filling that continually lasts.  Satisfaction indicates that we 
are satisfied but always seeking more.   
 
We are human and temporary.  God is eternal and infinite.  
There is no end to what we can receive from Jesus.  
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Therefore, we are always capable of learning, experiencing, 
and uncovering more about Him.  Satisfied with a continual 
desire for more.  Yes this is a paradox, but it is true.   
 
Scriptures to note:  Ps. 107:9; 34:10; 23:1, 5 
 

Ps 107:8-9 
8 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love 

and his wonderful deeds for men,  
9 for he satisfies the thirsty 

and fills the hungry with good things.  
NIV 

 
Ps 34:9-10 

9 Fear the Lord, you his saints, 
for those who fear him lack nothing.  

10 The lions may grow weak and hungry, 
but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.  

NIV 
 

Ps 22:31 
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want…  

 You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies. 
You anoint my head with oil; 

my cup overflows.  
NIV 

 
John MacArthur notes these tests of genuine 
spiritual hunger: 
 

1. Dissatisfaction with self. Romans 7:24 “What a 
wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body 
of death?” 
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2. Freedom from dependence on external things for 
satisfaction. 1 John 2:17 “The world and its desires pass 
away, but the man who does the will of God lives 
forever.   

3. A craving for God’s word. John 17:17-18 “Sanctify them 
by the truth; your word is truth.” 2 Tim 3:16-17 “All 
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.”  
1 Peter 2:2-3 “Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual 
milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation,  
now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.  

4. Pleasantness for the things of God. Proverbs 27:7… To a 
famished man any bitter thing is sweet.” 

5. Unconditional seeking.  The spiritually hungry will 
accept the demands and path that God chooses for them 
on which to seek God’s righteousness.  We do not make 
demands on God as to how we are to seek. Matt 6:33-34 
“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and 
all these things will be given to you as well.”  

 
Closing:  John MacArthur says this… “The least of God’s 
righteousness is more valuable than the greatest of 
anything we possess in ourselves or that the world can 
offer.”   
 
The World’s Beatitude:  O the bliss of pagan revelry.  
The never-ending search for something, anything, that will 
bring a moment’s satisfaction or contentment in this life.  
How depressing to be on a ship that never reaches port.   
 
Restated:  O the bliss of eternal satisfaction in Christ; it is 
a satisfaction that births within my heart a desire for the 
knowledge of my God.  A desire that daily swells affection 
and passion to a point that nothing in this world is worthy 
of competing with the God I love.  Blessed are those that 
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hunger and thirst for Righteousness; God has promised to 
perfectly satisfy their souls.  
   
Closing:   
 

John 6:35-36 
“Then Jesus declared, I am the bread of life. He who comes 
to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will 

never be thirsty.” 
 

John 4:13-15 
“Jesus answered, everyone who drinks this water will be 

thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give him will 
never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him 
a spring of water welling up to eternal life. The woman said 
to him, Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and 

have to keep coming here to draw water.” 
 
The puritan movement started to purify the Church of 
England.  The puritans wanted to go beyond what was done 
in the English reformation.  In the 16th century the puritans 
wanted to focus on simplicity of worship and life with 
special attention to biblical and theological truth.  The 
puritan movement spread all over the world and in New 
England and in England the puritans sought God in ways 
that men had never seen before.  There is a vast body of 
material that has been written about seeking God and 
thirsting for righteousness.  Wouldn’t it be great to be a part 
of a modern day revival or puritan movement?  Or would 
it?  Do you thinking that the NT church in America would 
even turn its head at a movement to seek righteousness at 
all cost?   
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