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The Sermon on the Mount Series 
“The Divine Confrontation”  

(The Beatitudes) Matthew 5:1-12 
 Message 5- “O The Bliss of The Merciful Servant” 

 

Matthew 5:7 
“Blessed are the merciful for they will be shown mercy” 

 
Introduction: Dr Gray Allison says mercy can be 
described as God’s love in action. The first four Beatitudes 
relate to inner actions of the Blissful. The Poor in Spirit 
feel their spiritual condition. The Mourners are comforted. 
The Yielded take the Yoke of Christ with meekness. The 
Spiritually Hungry seek righteousness with passion. 
With these four lessons learned, we now use what we have 
learned by actively living a lifestyle of mercy! Mercy 
expresses itself outwardly. Mercy is an active virtue.    
 
Context: The philosophy of the day came from the Romans. 
They gave us crucifixion; that says it all. Roman history tells 
us that a father had the right to “patria opitestas.” He 
had the right to kill his newly born child. The infant was held 
up and he would give either a thumbs up, or thumbs down 
sign.  If it was thumbs down it meant that the child would be 
drowned. Citizens did this with their slaves and husbands 
with their wives. Rome had a society without mercy. The 
most merciful man that walked on this planet divinely 
confronted Rome with mercy from on High. Jesus was the 
divine confrontation of mercy. 
 
Outline: We will look at these aspects of mercy. 
 

I. Its Meaning. 
II. Its Master. 

III. Its Message. 
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I. Mercy’s Meaning: 
 
Greek: eleemon, adj.-compassionate (active 
compassion), to show a charitable spirit, to be 
benevolent. To obtain mercy eleeo, verb: to be 
compassionate (by word or deed, specifically, by Divine 
grace). To obtain, receive or show pity or mercy. 
 
Mercy’s Cousins: 
 

Action: The greatest definition I have heard for 
this word is Dr. Gray Allison’s. The essence of 
mercy is action. Love, forgiveness, and grace, all 
have mercy as their motivation. The key to mercy 
is her expression. Mercy may be harder than 
forgiveness.  You can forgive at a distance but 
mercy has to be up close and personal. 
 
Essence: The verse speaks of the merciful, not 
one who shows mercy. The difference is this… one 
act of mercy does not make a person merciful. To 
be merciful is a lifestyle. Merciful should be who 
we are, not what we do. This also works in reverse.  
One mistake of lying does not make one a liar.  A 
habit of lying is different.  The point for us all is 
that what we are is more important than what we 
do.  That will get to the root of the problem.   
 
Forgiveness: Matthew 6:14- Mercy is like 
forgiveness in that we get what we give. 
 

Matt 6:14-15 
14 For if you forgive men when they sin against 

you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 
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But if you do not forgive men their sins, your 
Father will not forgive your sins.  

NIV 
 

Illustration: The Romans saw forgiveness and 
mercy as weakness. Jesus saw it as the essence of 
God’s character and attributes. 

 
Love: Mercy, like love, is given with nothing 
expected in return. 
 
Grace: Mercy, like grace, is given with 
unconditional affection. 
 

Mercy Defined: Mercy has in its essence the ability to 
produce great joy and also to produce great conviction. 
When mercy is given, it blesses the one giving it. When 
it’s withheld, when it should be given, the conscience of 
man revolts within him. 
 
Mercy is a great virtue because it can be propped up 
with all the other virtues.  To exercise mercy properly 
you need wisdom, love, grace, concern, humility, 
submission, and righteousness.  Mercy is at the heart of 
who God is.   
 
 

II.  Mercy’s Master: God is Sovereign but Graceful. 
 
Sovereignty:  Mercy originates with God.  The 
attributes of God tell us who He is and mercy is one of 
those attributes.  We can learn about the sovereignty of 
God as we learn of mercy. 
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Rom 9:10-15 
Not only that, but Rebekah's children had one and the 
same father, our father Isaac.  Yet, before the twins 
were born or had done anything good or bad-in order 
that God's purpose in election might stand: not by 
works but by him who calls-she was told, "The older will 
serve the younger."  Just as it is written: "Jacob I loved, 
but Esau I hated."  What then shall we say? Is God 
unjust? Not at all! For he says to Moses, "I will have 
mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I have compassion."   
 
Grace:  Lest we think God is cruel, let us listen to this 
passage.  In it we see all the attributes of Mercy:  Grace, 
Love, Wisdom, Action, etc.  
 
Read with Congregation:  Matthew 9:9-13 
 

Matt 9:9-13 
9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named 
Matthew sitting at the tax collector's booth. "Follow 
me," he told him, and Matthew got up and followed 

him. 
10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew's house, 
many tax collectors and "sinners" came and ate with 

him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, 
they asked his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat 

with tax collectors and 'sinners'?" 
12 On hearing this, Jesus said, "It is not the healthy who 

need a doctor, but the sick. 13 But go and learn what 
this means: 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have not 

come to call the righteous, but sinners." 
NIV 
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 Matthew 9:13… “But go and learn what this 
means: 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

 

 2 Samuel 24:14 King David wanted to fall into 
the hands of God and His Mercy instead of his 
enemies.   

 

 Titus 3:3-7 Paul specifically speaks of the 
kindness of God.  

 
Titus 3:3-7 

3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived 
and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We 

lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one 
another. 4 But when the kindness and love of God our 

Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous 
things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved 

us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the 
Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been 
justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the 

hope of eternal life.  
NIV 

 
Illustrated:  One of the greatest proofs of God mercy is the 
way God describes the Holy of Holies.  It is not a mistake 
that on top of the Ark of the Covenant there is the mercy 
seat.  Exodus 25:17ff 
 
Hosea 6:6: “For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and 
acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings.”  
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Micah 6:8:8 “He has showed you, O man, what is good. 
And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and 
to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” 
 
Habakkuk 3:2: “LORD, I have heard of your fame; I 
stand in awe of your deeds, O LORD. Renew them in our 
day, in our time make them known; in wrath remember 
mercy.” 
 
Guess from where these verses come? 

 
*** All these verses are from the Minor Prophets.  
Even in the difficult world of Judgment passages 
we find the essence of who God is.   
 
 
III.  Mercy’s Message: 
 
The message of Mercy is this… we are to be active in giving 
mercy.  The greatest aspect of mercy will not be seen unless 
we are merciful to others and to ourselves.  Be doers of the 
word at this point!!! 
 

Why is it so hard to be merciful at times? 
 

1. We forget we were, and still are, sinners.  Bottom line, 
self-righteousness!!! 

1 Cor 15:21-22 
21 For since death came through a man, the 

resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22 
For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made 

alive.  
NIV 
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2. Selfishness. We want our way and want others to pay 
for their mistakes. We like revenge. Note Rom. 12:16-21  
 

Rom 12:14-21 
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 

curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with 
those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. 
Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people 

of low position. Do not be conceited.  
 

17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do 
what is right in the eyes of everybody. 18 If it is possible, 
as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 
19 Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for 

God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I 
will repay," says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: 

 
"If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 

if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head."  

 
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 

good.  
NIV 

 
3. Cold hearts and lack of love. 

 
Matt 24:10-14 

10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and 
will betray and hate each other, 11 and many false 
prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 

Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most 
will grow cold, 13 but he who stands firm to the end will 

be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be 
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preached in the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will come.  

NIV 
 

4. Lazy.  It’s easier to be cruel and keep people at a 
distance. 

Heb 6:11-12 
11 We want each of you to show this same diligence to 
the very end, in order to make your hope sure. 12 We do 
not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who 

through faith and patience inherit what has been 
promised.  

NIV 
 

Matt 25:26-27 
26 "His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So 

you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and 
gather where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, 

you should have put my money on deposit with the 
bankers, so that when I returned I would have received 

it back with interest.  
NIV 

 
 
 

What happens to the unmerciful servant? 
1. God’s anger on you. 
2. Judgment.  Tragedy and more mess than you can 

handle.  God simply does not like self-righteousness in 
people. 

3. God cuts off your mercy. 
 

The unmerciful servant illustrated: 
 

Read and exegete Matthew 18:21-35 
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Matt 18:23-35 
23 "Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who 

wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 As he 
began the settlement, a man who owed him ten 

thousand talents was brought to him. 25 Since he was 
not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife 
and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the 

debt.  
26 "The servant fell on his knees before him. 'Be patient 
with me,' he begged, 'and I will pay back everything.' 27 

The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the 
debt, and let him go.  

28 "But when that servant went out, he found one of his 
fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He 
grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back what 

you owe me!' he demanded.  
29 "His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, 

'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.'  
30 "But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the 

man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 
When the other servants saw what had happened, they 
were greatly distressed and went and told their master 

everything that had happened.  
32 "Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked 

servant,' he said, 'I canceled all that debt of yours 
because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn't you have had 
mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?' 34 
In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be 

tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.  
35 "This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of 
you unless you forgive your brother from your heart."  

NIV 
 

 



 10 

Closing:  A conversation that was over heard with 
mercy and justice: 
 

Mercy Came Running - Phillips, Craig & Dean 
(Trust) 

Once there was a holy place 
Evidence of God's embrace 
And I can almost see mercy's face 
Pressed against the veil 
 
Looking down with longing eyes 
Mercy must have realized 
That once His blood was sacrificed 
Freedom would prevail 
 
And as the sky grew dark 
And the earth began to shake 
With justice no longer in the way 
 
Chorus: 
Mercy came running 
Like a prisoner set free 
Past all my failures to the point of my need 
When the sin that I carried 
Was all I could see 
And when I could not reach mercy 
Mercy came running to me 
 
Once there was a broken heart 
Way too human from the start 
And all the years left it torn apart 
Hopeless and afraid 
 
Walls I never meant to build 
Left this prisoner unfulfilled 
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Freedom called but even still 
It seemed so far away 
 
I was bound by the chains 
From the wages of my sin 
Just when I felt like giving in 
 
Chorus 
 
Sometimes I still feel so far 
So far from where I really should be 
He gently calls to my heart 
Just to remind me 
 
 

 


