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The Sermon on The Mount Series

“The Divine Confrontation Continues”

 (The Beatitudes) Matthew 5:1-12

Message 6- “O The Bliss of the Peace Maker”

Matt 5:9

9 Blessed are the peacemakers,

for they will be called sons of God. 

NIV

Introduction:  How valuable is peace?  How much would 

you pay for it?  A man that is in serious trouble, or a man 

who has strife in his life would give a large amount of money 

to have peace.  If the circumstances of life are right, or 

should I say wrong, a person will give all they have for one 

moment of peace.  

Proverbs 17:1

“Better a dry crust with peace and quiet 

than a house full of feasting, with strife.”

The governments of the world are clamoring for world peace.  

In the 1980’s Yasser Arafat’s death brought the subject to the 

forefront again and Bill Clinton asked George Bush to 

continue the fight that he thinks he started for peace in the 

Middle East.  Jimmy Carter thought he was a catalyst of 

peace- nope.  Every president from then until the present has 

found out that there will be no peace until the return of 

Christ. The message tonight was preached 2ooo years ago 

and it is as fresh as tomorrow’s newspapers.  Peace is the 

most sought after blessing and the most difficult to find.  It is 

right to seek it. It is right to pray for it; we are commanded to 

pray for it. Peace will only be found in Jesus.   

Ps 34:14 “Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and 

pursue it.”
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Ps 119:165 “Great peace have they who love your law, and 

nothing can make them stumble.”

Ps 122:6-9 “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: "May those 

who love you be secure.  May there be peace within your 

walls and security within your citadels." 8 For the sake of 

my brothers and friends, I will say, "Peace be within you." 9 

For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek 

your prosperity.” 

We are to pray and protect Israel to be blessed by God and to 

alleviate their pain.  God is pleased with all who are friends 

with Israel. Even though there will never be perfect peace 

until Messiah comes.  

The Context:  The Divine Confrontation Continues… 

The people listening did not know their bibles.  If they had 

read the scriptures with a desire to understand, instead of 

manipulate, they would have understood what was 

happening in this passage.  The prophet Zechariah tells of a 

day just like this day that Jesus preached the sermon on the 

mount.  

Zechariah 9:9-10

“Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of 

Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and 

having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, 

the foal of a donkey. I will take away the chariots from 

Ephraim and the war-horses from Jerusalem, and the 

battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the 

nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the 

River to the ends of the earth.”  

The multitudes, crowds, religious rulers, and even the 

disciples were looking for a Messiah that would conquer 
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Rome, but they got their Messiah riding on a donkey 

preaching a message of peace.  Luke 2:14, Glory to God 

in the highest, peace on earth good will towards 

man.

I. The Meaning of Peace:  

Greek:  From eirene (peace) and poieo (to make or do).  

Thus peacemaker.  The root of this word originally described 

kings that produced or made peace with others.  The word 

means reconciler.  Zodhiates actually calls this beatitude the 

Divine Benediction that refers to those members of the 

kingdom, that have as their tenor in life, to be people of 

peace, and not to be characterized by militancy, 

aggression, hostility, antagonism, stridency, or 

combativeness.  

Atonement:  The spiritual implications are seen in 

Colossians 1:20 where God is seen as One who is a reconciler 

of sinful men.  Men are hostile towards God before salvation.  

Jesus has reconciled all things unto Himself and made peace 

through His blood shed on the cross.  Expiation and 

propitiation.  You will never have the peace of God 

until you have with God.  

Col 1:9

 … and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 

whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making 

peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

NIV

1.  Peace With God:  The bible speaks about the peace 

that we are to have with God.  We come into the world 

separated from His person and salvation.  
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 Isaiah 53:  The punishment that brought us peace was 

laid upon Him…

 Romans 8:7 says that the sinful mind is hostile to God.  

Rom 5:1 “Therefore, since we have been justified through 

faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ…”

2. The Peace of God:  The person that reflects and 

thinks on God will experience peace.   

Isa 26:3 says that we get peace when we steadfastly think on 

Him.

Isaiah 32:17

The fruit of righteousness will be peace;

the effect of righteousness will be quietness and confidence 

forever. 

3. Peace With Man:  Have you ever noticed all the 

epistles have at the beginning of them the words Grace 

and peace?  Paul prayed for peace for his churches.  

Colossians 3:15-16

“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as 

members of one body you were called to peace. And be 

thankful.” 

Hebrews 12:14-15

“Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be 

holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord.” 
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II. The Master of Peace:  

 Romans 5:8 says that while we were yet sinners Christ 

died for the ungodly.  God made the first move in your 

salvation.  He is the ultimate bridge builder.  

 Isaiah 9:6-7 speaks of Jesus as the Prince of Peace and 

having a government of peace.

 God has reached out to men from the cross.  There is no 

excuse from man that will be sufficient in the Day of 

Judgment because the God of peace has tried to bridge 

the gap between man and God.

III. The Merits of Peace: We are called “sons of 

God”

I would say that the peace of God is the most valued of all 

blessings.  We have the ability to endure anything if we 

know that Jesus is with us.  If Jesus is with us, we 

recognize that He is with us by the presence of His peace.  

 A guarded heart and mind- 

Phil 4:4-7

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let 

your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not 

be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 

And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

NIV
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 A pleasant life (health)- 

Proverbs 14:30

“A heart at peace gives life to the body, but envy 

rots the bones.”

 Jesus Himself is ours-

Ephesians 2:14-18

14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one 

and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 

15 by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments 

and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one 

new man out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in this 

one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, 

by which he put to death their hostility. 17 He came and 

preached peace to you who were far away and peace to 

those who were near. 18 For through him we both have 

access to the Father by one Spirit. 

 Joy- 

Proverbs 12:20

“There is deceit in the hearts of those who plot evil, 

but joy for those who promote peace.”

IV. The Misunderstandings of Peace:

 To have peace means that we never have strife and 

contention.  

Ecclesiastes 3:8 There is… “A time to love and a time to 

hate, a time for war and a time for peace.”

Quote:  A. W. Pink said that, “we are never to sacrifice 

righteousness for peace.”  
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Matt 10:34-36 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring 

peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a 

sword. For I have come to turn a man against his father, a 

daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against 

her mother-in-law- a man's enemies will be the members of 

his own household.”

 There are many times when we must confront to 

maintain or create peace. Do all you can but stand on 

your principals.  

Rom 12:18 “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live 

at peace with everyone.”

V. The Messengers of Peace:  

 2 Corinthians 5:17-20- We are ambassadors of 

Christ and our job is to reconcile people to God.  We are 

messengers of peace.  We are to put people back 

together with God.  Our lives are to reflect the peace of 

God.  We are ministers of reconciliation.

 Titus 3:1-7- These verse show a great contrast between 

the hostility of those without Christ and the peace and 

love that we experience due to our relationship with 

Jesus.  

 Isaiah 48:22- “There is no peace, says the LORD, for 

the wicked.” 

Isaiah 52:7

 “How beautiful on the mountains 

are the feet of those who bring good news,

who proclaim peace,

who bring good tidings,
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who proclaim salvation,

who say to Zion,

Your God reigns!” 

2 Peter 3:14 “So then, dear friends, since you are looking 

forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, 

blameless and at peace with him.”

Closing:  The Miracle of Peace…

1. That we get to be a part of bringing peace to the world 

through evangelism.  That makes us peacemakers.  

2. We are called sons of God.  If the Father is a 

peacemaker, the children will be as well.  

3. Sin separates us from God.  One day there will be 

eternal peace when Jesus returns and ends all wars and 

sin.  Those who know and love God will be allowed to 

live with Him eternal in a perfect state of Peace.  

World’s Beatitude:  O the tragedy of a life void of peace.  

Not knowing that their sin and pride is what keeps them 

from knowing the Prince of peace and becoming sons of 

God.  

Restated:  O the bliss of having and sharing peace.  The 

privilege of being in the family of God and experiencing 

God’s peace in this life is the greatest satisfaction on earth.  


