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The Sermon on the Mount Series 
The Divine Confrontation Continues 

(The Beatitudes) Matthew 5:1-12 
Message 7- “O The Mystery and The Bliss of 

Persecution” Part 1 
 

Matt 5:10-12 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 

righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

 
11 "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you 
and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 

12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 

who were before you.  
NIV 

 
The Introduction to this series, and this particular message, 
was preached first just after the Obama era in the White 
House began. I have left it here so as to show you that what I 
said was true and that it did come to pass.  Christians who 
voted with a moral compass began to be persecuted and it 
has not stopped since the era of Obama.  We knew then that 
Obama had Islamic leanings and that He read from the 
Koran.  He made blatant statements about the inadequacies 
of the scriptures.  He even said that men could not run our 
government on the principles of the Sermon on the Mount 
because it would be total failure.  
 
In 2022, we are experiencing, not only persecution, but also  
judgment at the hand of God due to a rebellious church and a 
lukewarm Christendom.  My belief is that we are the church 
of Laodicea. My belief is that we are the Christians that will 
be raptured.  Wickedness abounds in our world. The church 
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is worldly and lazy.  Our priorities are wrong and the church 
is filled with apostates.  Apostates and heretics have slipped 
in the side door as Jude said and they are trying to rip apart 
the kingdom of God.  Moral failure exists at the top of 
Christian leadership.  Many are not finishing well.  We are 
seeing a woke culture that uses societal cancelation to 
persecute not only Christians but society as a whole.  This 
will lead to a loss of religious freedom and Satanic control 
when the antichrist is revealed.  You may say that what I just 
said can’t happen in America… well, we are watching it 
happen as we speak.  No more is it a prophetic statement; we 
are seeing it happen.  Only a fool would deny it. God is 
sending a spirit of strong delusion of which the scriptures 
speak.  This will increase persecution as the day of antichrist 
comes closer.   

2 Thess 2:5-12 
5 Don't you remember that when I was with you I used to tell 
you these things? 6 And now you know what is holding him 

back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time. 7 For the 
secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one 
who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken 
out of the way. 8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, 
whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his 

mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. 9 The 
coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the 

work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, 
signs and wonders, 10 and in every sort of evil that deceives 

those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to 
love the truth and so be saved. 11 For this reason God sends 
them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie 12 
and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the 

truth but have delighted in wickedness.  
NIV 
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Introduction:  (From 2004) Read AJC paper clippings.  
The election has revealed some very disturbing attitudes 
from many people in this country.  People that voted without  
a moral compass have gone from being ungodly to annoying.  
The strategy will now turn to defeating the morality of the 
conservatives.  I believe that we will soon experience 
persecution in this country from ungodly people with 
political agendas.  The political agendas will now turn to 
getting God out of the way.  America will be persecuted for 
her faith.   
 
The AJC clippings are about the Bush era and the damage it 
would cause.  This was written by Thomas Friedman, a New 
York Times columnists.   
 
Context:  John MacArthur notes that the crowning feature 
of a righteous person, or content person, is persecution.  If a 
person lives out the first 7 beatitudes, he will experience the 
last one.  A righteous person is a rejected person.   
 
The Christian life is a difficult life.  Jesus does not come with 
flattery and lies.  Jesus offers eternal life and the kingdom of 
heaven to the righteous, but he also tells those seeking God 
that a life of righteousness will bring persecution.   
 
Illustrated:  We are always afraid that new Christians 
will fall away because of persecution and suffering.  That is 
the mystery and the bliss of these beatitudes.  When the 
persecution comes, God literally blesses and protects the 
young Christians and they actually grow through it. 
Persecution reveals who is really saved and who is not. 
Persecution identifies us as Christians.   
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Matt 13:20-22 
20 The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is 
the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 
21 But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When 
trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly 

falls away.  
NIV 

 
As a springboard, look with me at 

2 Timothy 3:10-17 
 

10 You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of 
life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, 11 

persecutions, sufferings — what kinds of things happened to 
me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I 

endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 12 
In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ 

Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evil men and impostors 
will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have 
become convinced of, because you know those from whom 
you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known 
the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is 

God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting, and training in righteousness, 17 so that the 
man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 

work.  
NIV 

 
Verse 10 and 11 tell us that Paul was not living in sin but was 
following God closely.  Yet, He experienced persecution. 2 
Tim 3:11 says that The Lord delivered Paul from all the 
persecution in those cities. 
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a. Antioch-  Acts 13:13ff 
 

Acts 13:49-52 
49 The word of the Lord spread through the whole 

region. 50 But the Jews incited the God-fearing women 
of high standing and the leading men of the city. They 
stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and 
expelled them from their region. 51 So they shook the 

dust from their feet in protest against them and went to 
Iconium. 52 And the disciples were filled with joy and 

with the Holy Spirit.  
NIV 

 
b. Iconium- Acts 14:1-7 

 
Acts 14:1-7 

At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish 
synagogue. There they spoke so effectively that a great 

number of Jews and Gentiles believed. 2 But the Jews who 
refused to believe stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their 
minds against the brothers. 3 So Paul and Barnabas spent 
considerable time there, speaking boldly for the Lord, who 
confirmed the message of his grace by enabling them to do 

miraculous signs and wonders. 4 The people of the city were 
divided; some sided with the Jews, others with the apostles. 

5 There was a plot afoot among the Gentiles and Jews, 
together with their leaders, to mistreat them and stone them. 
6 But they found out about it and fled to the Lycaonian cities 
of Lystra and Derbe and to the surrounding country, 7 where 

they continued to preach the good news.  
NIV 

 
c. Lystra- Acts 14:8ff (Verse 19) 
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Acts 14:19-20 
19 Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium 

and won the crowd over. They stoned Paul and dragged 
him outside the city, thinking he was dead. 20 But after 
the disciples had gathered around him, he got up and 
went back into the city. The next day he and Barnabas 

left for Derbe.  
NIV 

 
2. 2 Tim 3:12 speaks of this great mystery.  All of us that 

want to live godly will suffer persecution.  
Righteousness, persecution, and the message of the 
gospel are all connected together.   

3. 2 Tim 3:13 tells us that it will get worse and worse. 
4. 2 Tim 3:14 tells us to continue.  We can never quit.  The 

gospel fight is a worthy fight.  The message is what must 
be delivered.  2 Tim 4:17 tells us that the message was 
what was important to Paul.   

5. 2 Tim 3:16-17 tells us that the scriptures are what must 
be learned and protected.   

 
Closing:   

Phil 1:27-30 
27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner 

worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see 
you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that 
you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the 

faith of the gospel 28 without being frightened in any way by 
those who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be 
destroyed, but that you will be saved — and that by God. 29 

For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to 
believe on him, but also to suffer for him, 30 since you are 
going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now 

hear that I still have.  
NIV 
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We must be aware of those brothers and sisters of ours that 
need our prayers because of the persecution due to the 
gospel.  We must live godly lives and give our hearts to Jesus 
Christ today.  Persecution may be just around the corner.  
Are we prepared to give Him our all today?  
 

Phil 1:12-14 
12 Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has 

happened to me has really served to advance the gospel. 13 
As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace 
guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 14 
Because of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have 

been encouraged to speak the word of God more 
courageously and fearlessly.  

NIV 
 

The Sermon on the Mount Series 
The Divine Confrontation Continues 

(The Beatitudes) Matthew 5:1-12 
Message 7- “O The Mystery and The Bliss of 

Persecution” Part 2 
 

Matt 5:10-12 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 

righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

 
11 "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you 
and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 

12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 

who were before you.  
NIV 
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Introduction:  John Wesley’s experience of persecution.  
He expected it; we avoid it. 7700 #4320 
 
I.  The Meaning of Persecution:   
 
Greek Words:   
 

1. Persecuted:  to pursue with enmity.  To 
prosecute, to persecute.  To follow after with repeated 
attempts to obtain.  To go after with earnestness and 
diligence.  Derivatives and synonyms mean to press, to 
drive out, to crush or put into distress.   

2. Righteousness- on account of righteous 
behavior.  Living a right life.  Being in a state of 
acceptance with God.   

3. Insult or reproach, to reproach or revile or 
heap insults upon.   

4. Say evil, the word is actually evil.  Be very 
careful that you do not slander people in this way.   

5. Falsely, to lie.  It means that a person is a 
liar. 

 
Remember that when the persecution comes it must 
be on account of Christ or righteousness.   
 
 
 
II.  The Mystery of Persecution: 
 
Greek Words: 
 

1. Rejoice, p. a. imp. - it is actually a command 
that we are to rejoice in persecution and when people 
lie about us.   

2. Be Glad,  to rejoice greatly... p. m. imp. 
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3. Reward, there are rewards for righteous living 
and rewards for enduring persecution.  God has 
promised. 

 

The mystery is that we go through persecution and pain 
and that God prospers us in it.  The identity we have with 
Christ in suffering proves to us that we belong to Him.  
There is bliss and reality in these truths.  Righteousness, 
persecution, and reward all live in the same house.   
 
Pinks comments on the mystery of persecution: 
 

1. First make sure that you suffer for righteousness and 
Christ.   

 
Quote:  “Those who are morose, haughty, selfish, or evil 
speaking, have no right to seek comfort from this beatitude 
when people retaliate against them.  No, it is where Christ 
likeness of character and conduct is assailed, where 
practical godliness condemns the worldly ways of empty 
professors and fires their enmity, where humble, yet vital 
piety cannot be tolerated by those who are devoid of the 
same.  The wicked hate God’s Holy image and those that 
bear it…”   
 

2. Persecution is a blessing:   
 

 We become aware of the fact that we cannot stand 
one hour without the grace of God upholding us.  
We become aware of our own infirmities and 
failures under attack.  We are made conscious of 
our failures, flaws, and fragilities. 
 

 We are kept from sin when persecution comes.  
We are less likely to fraternize with the enemy 
when we know that they hate us.  Jesus said 



 10 

that if the world hated Him that it would 
hate us.  John 15:18ff 

 
John 15:18-25 

18 "If the world hates you, keep in mind that it 
hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it 

would love you as its own. As it is, you do not 
belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of 

the world. That is why the world hates you. 20 
Remember the words I spoke to you: 'No servant is 

greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, 
they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my 
teaching, they will obey yours also. 21 They will 

treat you this way because of my name, for they do 
not know the One who sent me. 22 If I had not 

come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty 
of sin. Now, however, they have no excuse for their 
sin. 23 He who hates me hates my Father as well. 

24 If I had not done among them what no one else 
did, they would not be guilty of sin. But now they 
have seen these miracles, and yet they have hated 

both me and my Father. 25 But this is to fulfill 
what is written in their Law: 'They hated me 

without reason.'  
NIV 

 

 It gives us an opportunity to display our faith and 
trust in God.  We display courage, constancy, and 
fidelity to the truth when we endure.   

 
3. Many that persecute, believe that they are doing God a 

service:   
John 16:1-4 

“All this I have told you so that you will not go astray.  They 
will put you out of the synagogue; in fact, a time is coming 
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when anyone who kills you will think he is offering a service 
to God.  They will do such things because they have not 

known the Father or me.  I have told you this, so that when 
the time comes you will remember that I warned you. I did 

not tell you this at first because I was with you.” 
 

4. We are united spiritually with others who have been 
and are being persecuted: Pink says that it is given to all 
to suffer but that it is a special lot to His ministers. 

 

 Moses was reviled 

 Samuel rejected 

 Micaiah hated 

 Elijah as despised 

 Nehemiah was opposed and defamed 

 Stephen was stoned 

 John cast in prison  

 James beheaded  

 The Savior Himself was crucified.   
 

1 Corinthians 4:8-13 
8 Already you have all you want! Already you have become 
rich! You have become kings — and that without us! How I 
wish that you really had become kings so that we might be 

kings with you! 9 For it seems to me that God has put us 
apostles on display at the end of the procession, like men 

condemned to die in the arena. We have been made a 
spectacle to the whole universe, to angels as well as to men. 
10 We are fools for Christ, but you are so wise in Christ! We 

are weak, but you are strong! You are honored, we are 
dishonored! 11 To this very hour we go hungry and thirsty, 
we are in rags, we are brutally treated, we are homeless. 12 

We work hard with our own hands. When we are cursed, 
we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it; 13 when 
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we are slandered, we answer kindly. Up to this moment we 
have become the scum of the earth, the refuse of the world.  

NIV 
 

Rejoice and be glad for great is your reward in heaven.   
 

III.  The Bliss of Persecution: 
 

Pink… “The Lord Jesus here in Matthew 5 pronounces 
blessed or happy are those who through devotion to Him 
would be called upon to suffer.  They are “blessed” 
because such are given the unspeakable privilege of 
having fellowship with the sufferings of the Savior.” 
 

Romans 8:18-19 
“I consider that our present sufferings are not worth 
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.” 

 
1. We are to know that we are suffering for Christ’s sake.  

He suffered for us and we should rejoice in the fact that 
we suffer for Him. 

 
Philippians 1:29-30 

29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not 
only to believe on him, but also to suffer for him, 30 since 
you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, 

and now hear that I still have.  
 

2. “Great is our reward in heaven.”   
 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 
“Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are 
wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by 
day.  For our light and momentary troubles are achieving 
for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  So we 
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fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For 
what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” 

 
3. We are brought into a fellowship of other sufferers.   

 
Matthew 5:12 

“They persecuted the prophets before us” 
 

4. In persecution we see the power of God rest on us. 
 

 Acts 5:41ff - Flogged and saved by Gamaliel 
 

Acts 5:41-42 
41 The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they 

had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the 
Name. 42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from 

house to house, they never stopped teaching and 
proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.  

NIV 
 

 Acts 16:25  Paul and Silas 
 

Acts 16:25-30 
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing 

hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to 
them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that 

the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the 
prison doors flew open, and everybody's chains came loose. 

27 The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors 
open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself 

because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul 
shouted, "Don't harm yourself! We are all here!"  
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29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in, and fell trembling 
before Paul and Silas. 30 He then brought them out and 

asked, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"  
NIV 

 
Illustrated:  The mystery and the bliss illustrated:  
 

1 Peter 4:12-19 
12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you 
are suffering, as though something strange were happening 
to you. 13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings 
of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is 

revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the name of 
Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God 

rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer 
or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 
16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, 
but praise God that you bear that name. 17 For it is time for 

judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins 
with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey 

the gospel of God? 18 And, 
 

"If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, 
what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?"  

 
19 So then, those who suffer according to God's will should 
commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to 

do good.  
NIV 

 
Closing:  2 Timothy 4:9-end.  The reaction of Paul to the 
suffering and persecutions of his life must have 
accomplished all that God wanted them to because of the 
forgiveness and love that he showed to all that had deserted 
him.   
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2 Tim 4:9-18 
9 Do your best to come to me quickly, 10 for Demas, because 

he loved this world, has deserted me and has gone to 
Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to 

Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him 
with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry. 12 I 

sent Tychicus to Ephesus. 13 When you come, bring the cloak 
that I left with Carpus at Troas, and my scrolls, especially the 

parchments.  
 

14 Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of harm. 
The Lord will repay him for what he has done. 15 You too 
should be on your guard against him, because he strongly 

opposed our message.  
 

16 At my first defense, no one came to my support, but 
everyone deserted me. May it not be held against them. 17 

But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that 
through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all 

the Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered from the 
lion's mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil 

attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To 
him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

NIV 
 
Verse 16… may it not be held against them!!! 
 
God is more concerned with who we are than what 
we do.  May the Lord Jesus Christ comfort you and all 
Christians in this world in their suffering. 
 
The world’s beatitude:  O the hatred that I have for God 
and His plan for suffering.  He has persecuted the world with 
punishment and pain.  God has robbed the world of pleasure 
and caused the very world we love to turn on humanity.  The 
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life of suffering that I have will never let me accept God as 
my Savior.  I would rather go to hell than believe that God is 
benevolent.   
 
Restated:  O the joy of submitting to my suffering Savior.  
As I learn to live a righteous life, it identifies me with the 
suffering Savior.  His life is seen in me, and all that I hold 
dear, is but waste when compared to the bliss of persecution 
for the message of the gospel.  The momentary pain of 
persecution will give way to eternal glory and the promise of 
joy unending in the presence of my Lord.  Blessed are those 
who are persecuted for righteousness sake… the kingdom is 
theirs.     
 
 
 


