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The Christian’s Influence

The Sermon on the Mount Series

Mathew 5:13-16

This is the start of the similitudes: The likeness, guise, 

or outward appearance of something.  A comparison.  

Introduction:  I went to a wedding once where I was 

moved to tears when the bride came down the isle.  It 

reminded me of the bride of Christ and the purity that we 

have in Christ.  The white dress that she wore was beautiful.  

A wedding reminds us all of the Savior and His return.  At 

that time, He will receive a pure spotless bride at His return.  

Later at the reception I saw that same bride, that moved me 

to tears just minutes before.  She was holding a Budweiser 

can in her hand and she was drinking a beer.  The contrast in 

the two images is something that I will never forget.  The 

influence and similitude she had just exuded moments 

before was shattered, at least in my mind it was.  Our lives 

and actions speak louder than anything that we 

say.

The Main Message:  Influence, witness, presence.  

Illustration:  Read John Macarthur’s story of Woodrow 

Wilson and D. L. Moody in a Barbershop.  (MacArthur NT 

Commentary 1-7, p. 236).

Woodrow Wilson told the story of being in a Barber shop one 

time. “I was sitting in a Barber chair when I became aware 

that a powerful personality had entered the room. A man 

had come quietly in upon the same errand as myself to have 

his hair cut and sat in the chair next to me. Every word the 

man uttered, though it was not in the lease didactic, showed 
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a personal interest in the man who was serving him. And 

before I got through with what was being done to me, I was 

aware I had attended an evangelistic service, because Mr. 

D. L. Moody was in that chair.  I purposely lingered in the 

room after he had left and noted the singular effect that his 

visit had brought upon the barbershop. They talked in 

undertones. They did not know his name, but they knew 

something had elevated their thoughts, and I felt that I left 

that place as I should have left a place of worship.”

Dr. L. V. Bradley and B. Gray Allison also had the same 

quality.  They influenced people when they came into a 

room.  They were salt and light.  Respect and reverence 

followed them.  I remember a story my dad told me about 

Dr. Bradley.  Curtis church had a fall festival and one our 

members was asked to cook the BBQ; he had a friend that he 

brought with him to help that was from Waynesborough,  

Ga.  Dr. Bradley was going around speaking to all the people 

and stopped by the cooking tent and spent a few moments 

with them.  The visitor told my dad later in the week that Dr. 

Bradley’s godly presence was so strong he could not get it off 

his mind for an entire week.  I love that story because I knew 

Dr Bradley.  I will never forget his prayer with me in his 

office when he laid his hands on me and prayed.  I had just 

received Christ as a seven years old.  I will never forget the 

power and presence of God in his office.   

Dr Gray Allison was also such a man. We all had doctoral 

students that came in and taught our classes in seminary, as 

well as full time professors.  Of all the men that came into my 

classes, none had the effect on a room like B. Gray Allison.  

When he came in, it got quiet, and all the guys were at 

attention.  God came in when Dr. Gray came in.  I will never 

forget that experience.  He walked with God.  Salt and light! 
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I.  The Responsibility of Influence:  

 The Greek grammar tells us that we “Are” Salt and 

Light.  The being verb that is used is a present tense 

verb that means we are salt and light right- now.  The 

translation could say, “you are salt and light, right now, 

and you will continue to be salt and light until you die 

or Christ returns.  

 Arthur Pink has failed to see that this truth is all 

encompassing.  He notes that Jesus is only speaking to 

ministers because of the change from “they” in the 

first 12 verses to “ye or you” (plural) in these verses.  

I think that Jesus simply wanted to use a more personal 

term and was speaking directly to those that He knew 

belonged to Him.  The beatitudes are a challenge to 

those that wanted to come to Christ as well as those that 

had already received Him. He who has ears, let him 

hear.  

 What is it that makes people not take their influence 

and witness seriously?  How can one be saved and not 

care about his witness.  The fact is that we have a 

responsibility to influence correctly.

1 John 2:15-17

“Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone 

loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For 

everything in the world-the cravings of sinful man, the lust 

of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does-comes 

not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and 

its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God 

lives forever.”

 The fact is that one of the greatest hindrances to the 

church is Christians that love the world.

 Here is what we are to be…
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2 Corinthians 2:15-17

“For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those 

who are being saved and those who are perishing. To the 

one we are the smell of death; to the other, the 

fragrance of life. And who is equal to such a task? Unlike 

so many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit. On 

the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with sincerity, 

like men sent from God.”

Now, with that being said I would like to add a few notes 

since I last preaches this in 2004.  I have also grown to 

understand that people will use the Christian as an excuse 

for their own behavior.  Well, sorry folks.  If you go to hell 

because you used me, and my poor witness, as an excuse, you 

will still end up in hell.  Every soul is responsible for looking 

unto Jesus.  Do not look unto any man for your salvation.  

Every Christian I know, without exception, will tell you that 

they are not perfect and fail daily.  Yes, we are to never allow 

a weaker brother or infidel to stumble because of our 

presumptuous sins, but brother, I am not Jesus and never 

have claimed to be. If I could die for your sins, I would, but I 

can’t because I am unholy.  Blaming others for your apathy 

towards holy things and a disobedient lifestyle is your fault , 

not others. 

II.  The Resource of Influence:

1. Salt:  

 Preserves

 Seasons

 Heals

 Burns in a wound, like truth when spoken

 Disinfects, cleans things up

 Disappears when used in food
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 Salt is used by Christ to describe humble 

servants.  Salt is abundant.  Not costly.

 Inexpensive

 Salt is influence.  Salt seasons and works its 

influence on good food and bad.  It is not 

prejudice, it just is.  

2. Light:

 Brightens (Oliver Wendell Holmes said once 

that He might have been a clergyman if He had 

know a minister that did not act like an 

undertaker).

 Warms

 Illuminates, removes darkness

 Blinds

 Elevates

 Conspicuous, clearly visible, obvious, 

noticeable, or prominent. Extravagance

 Like salt, it shines or influences all.  Does not 

discriminate

 Like salt, it can burn.  Too bright of light will 

cause harm, e.g., welding.  

*** Salt and Light are to be administered to the realm of our 

influence- the world, and our homes, Matthew 5:15, house.

Taken from 2 John v.10 sermon notes, Jerry Grey:  

John uses the word “house” here. The word is oikos.  This 

is translated as the familiar word we all know, house. This 

is what we live in, right?  However, most NT words have a 

metaphorical use as well. This word also refers to the 

home. This is the milieu that one lives in.  A home is more 

than a house. John refers to one’s sphere of living. Oikos 

refers to your total life setting.  Do not allow the deceivers 
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to infiltrate any area of your life.  This means that you are 

not to allow them into your living space.  I would say that 

many people have certain places in their lives that Jesus is 

not allowed to visit.  May have secret sins and private 

rooms in their spiritual houses that no one is allowed to 

visit.  If that is the case, you have an area that is vulnerable 

to deception.

Just as John describes the apostates wanting to permeate 

our lives, so we are to permeate our living space with salt and 

litght.  Every area of our milieu is to be salty and bright.  

III.  The Realm of Influence:

1. The world:  Verse 13 says that we are the salt of the 

earth, and we are the light of the world.  We are to 

influence the world.  Jesus prayed in John 17 that God 

would not take us out of the world but that He would 

deliver us from the evil one.  Read John 17:16-18.

John 17:16-18

16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 

Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent 

me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 

NIV

 The world is corrupt and needs salt and light.

Quote:  G. Campbell Morgan on the corruption of 

the world… “Jesus looking out over the multitudes of his 

day, saw the corruption, the disintegration of life at every 

point, its breakup, its spoliation; and, because of His love of 

the multitudes, He knew that the thing that they needed 

most was salt in order that the corruption should be 

arrested.  He saw them also wrapped in gloom, sitting in 
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darkness, groping amid mists of fog. He knew that they 

needed, above al else, … light.”  

2 Timothy 3:13

“… While evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, 

deceiving and being deceived.”

The fact is that we have a never-ending task to be influence 

in a world that is continually deteriorating.  Never take your 

influence lightly.  The world needs us even if they do not see 

it.

Quote:  Bertrand Russell devoted most of his 96 years to 

philosophy and atheism said at the end of his life that 

philosophy had proved to be a washout and had taken him 

nowhere.  Nothing he had thought or heard had ever made 

the world a better place.  The problems and solution had 

evaded the greatest minds of every age including his own.  

Listen very carefully.  If you have Jesus Christ in you life you 

have all that Bertrand Russell was looking for.  We really do 

influence!

2. The Home:  Verse 15 speaks of light in the house.  I 

take this to means that we have great influence in our 

homes.  Verse 16 says let it shine to all men as well.

 The responsibility at home is most important.  You may 

never have a greater responsibility than teaching your 

very own household the truths of the gospel.  

 The home is where the truths of scripture are taught.

 The home is where prayer is taught.  

 The home is where a worldview is formed.  Make sure 

it’s a spiritual one.  
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 Give me a definition of leadership. Leadership is 

influence.  If you do not have influence you are not a 

leader.  

Illustration:  It is never too late to start having the right 

influence.  However, you cannot pour a bucket of salt on your 

teenager or send a hot laser of light to your family and expect 

to be effective.  If they are not used to good salt, they will 

definitely not receive a bucket of it.  Be patient and earn  

respect through your daily change. Lead by example and 

explain your failure.  Be willing to change and do it.     

IV.  The Remorse of Influence:  

 Verse 13 speaks of the salt losing its saltiness and verse 

14-15 speak of light that is hidden

 The word for “losing one’s savor or saltiness” is 

(English, moron) This refers to playing the 

fool or becoming foolish.  When referring to salt it means to 

be insipid or tainted.  This is to lose saltiness and become 

useless.  

When salt loses its saltiness it is said to be ’

(ouden- nothing, ischuo- strength, ability, might, 

avail). When a life loses its light and saltines, it is to be cast 

out and it loses its influence.  The Greek words here refer to a 

loss of strength.  The effect and ability to produce light and 

saltiness are gone.  Ability becomes useless.  The original 

literally means “useless.”  What a sad picture of the 

backslidden Christian and lost man.  Have you ever seen a 

preacher try to come back to service after he has fallen 

morally?  Do you remember Jimmy Swaggart after his fall?  

Although I disagreed with him doctrinally, the man could 

preach. When he returned, he had lost his ability.  No 
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saltiness was there.  The light of the Holy Spirit was gone.  

This is the saddest thing to happen to a Christian.  God, 

protect my life!  

 The tragedy of sin in the life of a Christian is that we 

lose our witness and the influence that we have.  We find it 

difficult to witness and influence others when our very own 

lives are in a spiritual mess.  

 What is the tragedy of a wasted life?  That life is tossed 

out and is useless.  

Illustrated:  We are often shocked at the life of talented 

people that never seem to get it.  They have wasted lives 

because they become unable to use their gifts God gave them.   

They could do so much, but instead, they do harm.  A teacher 

this week has been accused of an inappropriate relationship 

with a 14 year old.  This is what it looks like when a life is 

tossed out and trampled under foot.  A pastor of great 

influence succumbs to the temptations of the flesh and loses 

his ministry.  Only after he has fallen, and been tossed out, 

does he find out the damage that he has done, and influence 

that he had.  Please take your influence seriously.  

 Verse 15 says that a city cannot be hidden.  The 

responsibility of influence says we cannot hide.  We are 

the light for the world.  We shine the way to the cross.  

The ability to bring men to Christ is the ultimate 

privilege we have.  There may be nothing so 

devastating as the lose of influence in the 

home.  If influence is lost in the home, the 

consequences are enormous.  

 We would never put a candle under a basket.  That 

would defeat the purpose of the candle.  The purpose of 

the Christian is to shine.  Have you ever hid your 

identity as a Christian so that you could participate in 
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behavior that you knew was wrong because you did not 

want to be found to be a Christian.  That’s putting a 

basket over the light folks. 

 Loss of ability or strength is the loss of the 

privilege/ability to share Christ. If people think you are 

a fake, they won’t listen to you.      

V.  The Reward of Influence:  

 “Let” your light shine.  Not make, make up, or 

create, but let.  God has to participate with us on the 

shining.  “Allow” your light to shine.  You are not a laser 

bean, you are a light.  The grammar is Aorist Active 

Imperative for the verb lampo (shine or light).  This 

would be a command to make (Too Salty) our light 

shine before men.  The Aorist tense is used to express a 

specific command to “let” the light we have received 

from the Father shine through us.  Jesus tells His 

disciples to let, or allow, their light to shine so as to 

show their good works and glorify God (Rogers, s.v.). 

 The word good does not mean quality as much as it 

does attractiveness.  We have a hang up here because 

we want to be humble and not brag about our works.  

That’s why Jesus said “let” your “light” shine so that 

people can see your good works.  Do not show off your 

works so men can see your Savior, but show off your 

Savior (your light), that is in you, so that, men can see 

your attractive, or good works.  Showing off Jesus never 

hurt anybody.  Let them see why you are working. 

 Men need to know that God is in heaven.  The number 

one question after 911 was, “Where was God?”  Tell 

them where He is.  

 The glory of God is our greatest goal.  If what we do as 

salt and light brings glory to God, then our lives are 

successful.  
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VI.  Closing:  

On page 227-229 of  “Baptist and The Bible” a story 

about “Lottie Moon” says that she was concerned for her 

witness and beliefs in the bible so much that she broke off an 

engagement with Toy to follow God’s will.  Read story and 

quotes of Lottie, Broadus, and Boyce. 

At one time Crawford Toy and Lottie Moon, the famous 

Southern Baptist missionary to China, seriously considered 

marriage to each other. However she rejected his proposal 

in 1879 because she considered his theological position 

untenable. She had carefully read the books recommended 

to her by Toy, as can be seen from marginal notations in 

her copies of the books. She was also aware of the problems 

caused at Southern Seminary by Toy’s views. When asked 

by a relative in later years if she had ever been in love, she 

answered, “Yes, but God had first claim on my life and since 

the two conflicted, there could be no question about the 

result (Our Ordered Lives, p. 99). When it became clear that 

Toy had in fact begun to teach Historical Critical Theories 

of Scripture, President James P. Boyce called upon him to 

teach without referring to those views, that of course 

proved to be impossible, and Toy finally offered the trustees 

his resignation in May of 1879. Upon hearing that the 

resignation had been accepted Broadus sighed: 

Alas! the mournful deed is done. Toys resignation is 

accepted…  poor bereaved three; We have lost our jewel of 

learning, our beloved and noble brother, the pride of the 

seminary. God bless the seminary, God bless Toy, and God 

help us, sadly but steadfastly to do our providential duty 

[Life and Letters, p. 313]. 


