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“Valid Righteousness” 
The Divine Confrontation 
“Sermon on the Mount”  

Series 
 

Matthew 5:17-20 
 
Introduction: 
 
I had an experience a while back when I had a fender bender in 
Loganville.  The accident wasn’t my fault, but I pulled out of  
private property, so I got a ticket.  The police told me I could go to 
court and get it dropped.  So, I did.  However, if you plead “not 
guilty” and explain, you don’t get it dropped.  You get a court date 
with a jury.  Then, if you lose, you pay court cost and your fine.  
So, here I sit knowing I had to plead guilty, when I was innocent; 
that friends, made me very angry.  So, here your Pastor was, in 
court with prostitutes, crack heads and DUI prisoners in Court.  
So, in front of all these guilty people, I had to say “guilty.”  So 
quiet softly, I said, “guilty.”  The judge says, “What, I can’t hear 
you!?  Guilty….Take me away please. 
 
I gathered myself and paid my fine and left.  Still mad, and still 
grumbling all the way out, I left.     
 
Then I stood in the parking lot and God’s Spirit said to me, “Jerry, 
when you stand before me in Christ one day, that will never 
happen to you.  You are mine.  You are saved and redeemed.  My 
blood and my righteousness will never betray you.  You are 
righteous now; and you will be valid in your righteousness when I 
call you to my throne.” 
 
*Jerry – Jesus is your Righteousness!” 
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Context:  Jesus confronts the entire group.  Pharisees, 
Sadducees, Crowds, Disciples, Soldiers, Romans, and the Jews… 
with what He (Jesus) says is true, or valid righteousness. 
 
Jesus spoke a jaw-dropping theological and practical principle to 
the people. 
 
Illustrations: “It is a Jewish Proverb that says that if only two 
men go to Heaven, one would be a Scribe – the other a Pharisee.”   
 
However, Jesus, in verse 20 destroys everything they thought was 
true. 
 
Jesus told them that unless their righteousness was better than 
the Scribes and Pharisees, they would not go to heaven. 
 
After all, that’s what all this is about, isn’t it?  Who gets to go to 
Heaven, right? 
 
Who gets to go?    
How they get there!  That’s 2 Great Questions aren’t they?   
 
Context: 
Right after teaching the people to be salt and light.  Jesus now 
tells them how true righteousness makes their works sufficient. 
Jesus will now lay the foundation for the truths that he is about to 
teach the people regarding a second mile heart.   
 
The Shock: The people would have been completely astonished.  
How could they be more righteous than the Scribes and Pharisees.  
That must be unattainable they thought. 
 
The Scribes:  An office, keepers of the Law, some civil, some 
ecclesiastical, some even employed to expound the Scriptures. 
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The Pharisees:  A sect. Formed a code of morals and ceremonial 
acts more rigid than the Law of Moses.  Like the Catholic Church 
today, and many Baptists – tradition and heritage are more 
authoritative than Scripture. 
 
Quote:  Pink says – “The Scribes were the doctors of the Law.  
The Pharisees, the purest practice of it.” 
 
*Millions of people just like this are among us today. 
 

 
Four Great Truths 

 

1. Jesus is the fulfillment of the Law – Not you!  Verse 
17 

Matt 5:17 
17 "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 

Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  
NIV 

 

 Jesus did not come to attempt to keep the law.  That’s 
what we do!  We try.  He didn’t give it a great shot– He 
came to fulfill it! 

 Christ was seen as a Heretic.  He didn’t join a group.  He 
wasn’t a part of the legalistic Scribes and Pharisees. 

 Jesus wasn’t a part of the Liberal Sadducees.  He was not 
monastic.  He didn’t write books or open a Seminary.  His 
goal was to “do it.”  He fulfilled the law. 

 He spoke of mercy, grace, truth.  He obeyed God 
perfectly.  He was outside the lines.  He didn’t play by 
their rules, and He could not be bought or bribed. 

 He outshined all the religious people, “Religious” people 
don’t know what to do with people who obey God.   
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Illustration:   Do you remember the Emmaus Road?  The 
depressed Disciples leaving town?  Jesus comes upon them.  Do 
you remember what he did? 
 

Luke 24:25-27 
25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart 
to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Christ 

have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?”  27 And 
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them 

what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 
 

He was not anti-law.  He knew what it said.  He knew what it said 
about him.  He told Luke the same thing.  He came to fulfill the 
Law…  Not their Law…  Not our Law-  His Law! 
 

Acts 10:43 
43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes 

in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
NIV 

 
He knew what the Old Testament said about Him.     

The Law…The Prophets = the OT. The Entire Book 
 
 
Jesus wanted the people to know He loved the Holy Writ.  He was 
not going to set it aside; He was going to fulfill it and take it a step 
beyond.  
 
Quote:  Craig Blomberg (NAC in loc)  
 
“Christ makes it clear He was not contradicting the Law, but 
neither is He preserving it unchanged.  He came to fulfill it, i.e., 
He will bring the Law to its intended goal.  This is what they, the 
Pharisees and Scribes missed, who therefore, need a greater 
conformity to God’s standard.”  v.20 
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Jesus told them their righteousness had to exceed/surpasses the 
righteousness of the Pharisees, they would not go to heaven.   
 
This statement is the crux of this passage. 
 
Examples:   No soul is allowed to do this, only Jesus.  “But, I say 
to you.”  “You have heard this, but I say to you.” 

1.  5: 21-22 
2.  5: 27-28 
3.  5: 31-32  
4.  5: 33-34 
5.  5: 38-39 
6.  5: 43-44 

 

(Jesus interpreted the Law – He corrected their Teaching) 

 
Jesus took the Law out of the court and put it in the street.  The 
Commands of God are not simply rules to follow so you can check 
off your duty today.  The Law should have as its motivation love 
and grace and mercy. 
 

John 1:17 
17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 

through Jesus Christ.  
NIV 

 
Rom 8:3-4 

3 For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by 
the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the 

likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned 
sin in sinful man,  4 in order that the righteous requirements of 

the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the 
sinful nature but according to the Spirit.  

NIV 
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You were never intended to keep the Law to impress God and man 
with your disciplines.  We are called to practice, so as to love men 
to Christ. 
 
The law, we are told by Paul is just a school master.   
Listen, you may keep a lot of rules and declare yourself holy and 
righteous, but I have news for you – Unless you can keep every 
Law, and every word of the prophets, fully, you are in trouble. 
 
All it takes is one mistake and you are doomed. 
 

James 2: 8-11 
8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself,” [a] you are doing right. 9 But if you show 
favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 
10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one 
point is guilty of breaking all of it. 11 For he who said, “You shall 
not commit adultery also said, “You shall not murder.” If you do 
not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a 
lawbreaker. 

 
If you’re a liar, then you are a murderer.  If you gossip, you are an 
adulterer! 
 
So, what shall we do?   Look at verse 17 
 

Trust what Christ has done for you! 
 

Matt 5:17-18 
17 "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 

Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  
NIV 

 

Greek:  Kataluo – κατάλυ - To Destroy, dissolve, to overthrow or 

throw down. To loose, e.g. (Lazarus’ grave clothes). Loose him and let 

him go.  
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Pleroo,  To accomplish, to finish – to complete, to 
perfect.   To cram a net full, to fill a room with a fragrance 
To fill a hollow until level. 

 

Romans 3:21-24 
21 But now a righteousness of God, apart from the law, has been 
made known, to which the Law and the Prophets 
testify. 22 This righteousness from God comes through 
faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 
difference, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 
 
Literally, the law and the prophets spoke of what Jesus was 
explaining in their ears- at that moment.  The lawyer that came to 
Jesus asked how to get to heaven and Jesus spoke the Great 
Commandment into existence from the OT.  The man said He had 
kept the law perfectly.  Jesus knew that was not true, so He put 
two old testament passages together and said “love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, mind, soul, and strength… and love your 
neighbor as yourself.   
                                                                

    Romans 10:4 
4For Christ is the end of the law so that there may be 
righteousness to everyone who believes. 

 
Galatians 2:15-16 

15“We who are Jews by birth and not ‘Gentiles sinners' 16 know 
that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by 
faith in Jesus Christ.  So we, too, have put our faith in Christ 

Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by 
observing the law, because by observing the law, no one will be 

justified. 
 



8 
 

2. The Law (Word of God) is the Eternal Plan of God.  
Verse 18. 

Matt 5:18-19 
18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the 
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means 

disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.  
NIV 

 

If you want to know what God has done, is doing, and what he is 
going to do, find it in the Word. 
 
If you want information about heaven, hell, the apocalypse, or 
daily living – it’s in the Bible. 
 

(Greek) - Not one dot) or one apex) of a 
Greek/Hebrew letter will go unfulfilled. No dot of the “I” or no 
cross of a “T” will be missed.   
 
Right down to the smallest point or pen stroke, all will be 
complete as He said. 
 
Jesus uses the same word here as he does in 2 Peter 3:10 for 
destruction.  Even unto the very end of the heavens and earth, His 
world will be fulfilled.  Just as He says. 
 

 

2 Peter 3:10 
10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will 
disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by 

fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. 

NIV 
 

Destroy – from  - loose – i.e. Lazarus.  Loose him and let him 
go.  The elements likewise will be loosed. 
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One day Jesus told the Sadducees, “You are in error because you 
don’t know the Scriptures.” 
 
The Word is eternal.  It is the only reliable standard.  The world 
moves to finality.  God is accomplishing His plan.  The Scriptures 
reveal the plan.  God is going to finish the task.  He will 
accomplish every stroke of the pen at all cost. 
 
Don’t change it or ignore it. Our job is to learn it, preach it, and 
obey it.   
 

Mark 7:9-13 

9 And he said to them, “You have a fine way of setting aside the 
commands of God in order to observe[c] your own 

traditions! 10 For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your 
mother, [d] and, ‘Anyone who curses their father or mother must 
be put to death [e] 11 But you say that if a man says to their father 
or mother: “Whatever help you might otherwise have received 
from me is Corban’ (that is, a gift devoted to God),— 12 then you 
no longer let him do anything for his father or mother. 13 Thus 

you nullify the word of God by your tradition that you have 
handed down. And you do many things like that.” 

NIV 
 

Headline: Sept. 27, 2022, Russian Orthodox leader said that 
Russian soldiers who die in the Ukraine war are committing a 
“sacrifice” that washes away all the sins as many citizens leave the 
country to avoid the draft (The Dissenter). 
 
3.  Doctrine Works itself out in Practice – Verse 19 
 

Matt 5:19-20 
19 Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments 

and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%207%3A9-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24473a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%207%3A9-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24474c
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kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these 
commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  

NIV 
 
Pastor has always tried to teach you this principle-  Doctrine and 
practice.  It’s Biblical. Paul’s letters are all divided into two 
sections.  Paul gives us doctrine and then tells us how to live it 
out.  God does know what we believe and how we live it out.  We 
called it practical missions in seminary.  We had to put what we 
learned in the class into the streets. Are you learning the law?  
Great!  Are you living it out and teaching others?  Preferred!    
  
~Saved and sanctified theologically, but practically becoming 
more Holy. 
 
~I am saved, I am being saved and I will be saved. 
 

1 Cor 1:18 
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being  saved (Sozo- PPP) it is the 
power of God.  

NIV 
 

2 Cor 2:15 
15 For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those who are 

being saved (Sozo- PPP) and those who are perishing.  
NIV 

 
Jesus makes a point to note this.  Although you cannot be saved 
by keeping the Law or obeying His commands – you are still 
required to grow in your faith and obey God. Obedience to God’s 
commands is proof of salvation, not a means of salvation.  
 
“If you love me, you will keep My Commands – 
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Galatians 5:14-15 
14 The entire law is summed up in a single command: “Love your 

neighbor as yourself.” 15 If you keep on biting and devouring 
each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. 

 
Here’s the point, if you don’t love your neighbor, you can never 
fulfill the Law.  That’s why He said, “If you love me, you will keep 
my commands.” 
 

Romans 2:23-24 
23 You who brag about the law, do you dishonor God by breaking 

the law? 24 As it is written: “God’s name is blasphemed among 
the Gentiles because of you”  

 
Romans 13:8-10 

8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to 
love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has 
fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “Do not commit 
adultery,” “Do not murder,” Do not steal,” “Do not covet,”[ and 
whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in 
this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no 
harm to its neighbor. Therefore, love is the fulfillment of the law. 
  
We are to model God’s love and our obedience.  We, as Baptist, 
have a hard time accepting this.  But it is Biblical. 
 
If I love you, I will not lust over you, be angry with you, not forgive 
you, murder you, steal from you, covet your belongings… love 
does not harm its neighbor.  
 

1 Corinthians 4:16-17 
16 Therefore I urge you to imitate (mimetes, mimic or 

imitate) me. 17 For this reason I am sending to you Timothy, my 
son whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will remind you 
of my way of life (hodos- journey, road, route, or way) in 
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Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach everywhere in 
every church. 

NIV 

 What Paul taught everywhere in all the churches, he lived 
everywhere as an example for the churches.   
  

Hebrews 6:12 
12 We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who 

through faith and patience inherit what has been promised. 
NIV 

 
Here’s the problem- Pharisaical and Scribal Christianity is not 
attractive.  Love, is however.  No one follows or imitates a 
legalists.   
 
A lived out, practiced faith, can be seen. 
 

Hebrews 13:7-8 
7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. 
Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their 
faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
 

Phil 4:9 
9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or 
seen in me — put it into practice. And the God of peace will be 

with you.  
NIV 

 
Likewise, a negative, orthodox, grumpy, Christian also sticks out. 
What’s worse is that they teach their poor habits and legalistic 
traditions to others.   
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Matt 15:14 
14 Leave them; they are blind guides. If a blind man leads a blind 

man, both will fall into a pit."  
NIV 

 
Matt 23:15 

15 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! 
You travel over land and sea to win a single convert, and when he 

becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as you 
are.  
NIV 

 
They break the Law and that’s not good enough – They teach 
others to do the same.  They are Damned to Hell.  These aren’t 
Pharisees I’m talking about – I’m talking about Baptist who 
spread their venom around.  They teach their kids the same errors 
and they could not be happy if Jesus himself opened all the grace 
of heaven for them. 
 
Notice Luke’s record of Jesus’ words. 
 

Luke 11:46-52 
46 Jesus replied, “And you experts in the law, woe to you, because 
you load people down with burdens they can hardly carry, and 

you yourselves will not lift one  
finger to help them. 

47 “Woe to you, because you build tombs for the prophets, and it 
was your forefathers who killed them. 48 So you testify that you 
approve of what your forefathers did; they killed the prophets, 

and you build their tombs. 49 Because of this, God in his 
wisdom said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, some of 

whom they will kill and others they will persecute.’ 50 Therefore 
this generation will be held responsible for the blood of all the 

prophets that has been shed since the beginning of the 
world, 51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who 
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was killed between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, 
this generation will be held responsible for it all. 

52 “Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away 
the key to knowledge. You yourselves have not entered, and you 

have hindered those who were entering.” 
 

Note 1 Corinthians 8 
 
Key section:  1 Cor 8:9-13 
 
9 Be careful, however, that the exercise of your freedom does not 

become a stumbling block to the weak. 10 For if anyone with a 
weak conscience sees you who have this knowledge eating in an 

idol's temple, won't he be emboldened to eat what has been 
sacrificed to idols? 11 So this weak brother, for whom Christ died, 

is destroyed by your knowledge. 12 When you sin against your 
brothers in this way and wound their weak conscience, you sin 

against Christ. 13 Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother to fall 
into sin, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause him to 

fall. 
NIV 

 
If you want to be called least in the kingdom, then break the law 
and teach others to do the same. 
 
Look at the word “Breaks” in verse 19.  It’s root is the same as 

abolish or destroy in 17, This is the thiord reference to this 
word. 
 
Anybody can tear down – It takes work to build and fix. Anyone 
can destroy; it takes a strong leader to know the doctrine and the 
practice, and then teach it by example.   
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John 7:19 
19 Has not Moses given you the law? Yet not one of you keeps the 

law. Why are you trying to kill me?” 
 

I guess I will never get over people that hinder the work of Christ.  
Some folk work like crazy and put their entire self into this 
ministry.  Others sit back and complain about everything, they   
don’t do much but complain.  They call themselves leaders. They 
are negative and misleading. They never lead people to Christ – 
don’t even try.  They are out of God’s will, and then try to tell me 
what I need to be doing.  I don’t listen to Pharisees, and I never 
listen to people that are out of God’s will.   
 
If they tried to kill Jesus, they will try to kill us too.  Remember, 
this is about people going to Heaven or Hell.  Eternity is serious. 
 
Let’s practice and teach His commands so we can be great in the 
kingdom. 
 
 
4.  Jesus is your entrance into Heaven – Verse 20 
 

Matt 5:20 
20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of 
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not 

enter the kingdom of heaven.  
NIV 

 
How can we accomplish Verse 20 

 
Gal 3:24-25 

24 So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we 
might be justified by faith. 25 Now that faith has come, we are no 

longer under the supervision of the law.  
NIV 
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1 Timothy 1:8-11 
8 We know that the law is good if one uses it properly. 9 We 

also know that the law is made not for the righteous but for 
lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and 

irreligious; for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for 
murderers,  

10 for adulterers and perverts, for slave traders and liars and 
perjurers—and for whatever else is  

contrary to the sound doctrine 11 that conforms to the glorious 
gospel of the blessed God,  
which he entrusted to me. 

 
John 1:17-18 

17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but the One 

and Only] who is at the Father’s side, has made him known. 
 

Galatians 2:19-21 
19 “For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for 

God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but 
Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not 

set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained 
through the law, Christ died for nothing!”[d]  

NIV 
 

Gal 5:22-26 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against 
such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ 

Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and 
desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the 
Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking, and envying 

each other.  
NIV 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+2%3A19-21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29103a
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Matthew 22:40 - All the Law and Prophets hang on these 2 
commands. 
 

Matt 22:37-40 
37 Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind.'  38 This is the first and 
greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 'Love your 
neighbor as yourself.'  40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on 

these two commandments."  
NIV 

 
 

Closing: WOE!!! 
 

Matt 23 
Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples, 

2 Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: 
3 All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and 

do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not. 
4 For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay 

them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them 
with one of their fingers. 

5 But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make 
broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their 

garments, 
6 And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in 

the synagogues, 
7 And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, 

Rabbi. 
8 But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; 

and all ye are brethren. 
9 And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your 

Father, which is in heaven. 
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10 Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even 
Christ. 

11 But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. 
12 And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that 

shall humble himself shall be exalted. 
13 But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut 

up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in 
yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in. 

14 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour 
widows' houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye 

shall receive the greater damnation. 
15 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 

compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is 
made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves. 

16 Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say, Whosoever shall 
swear by the temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by 

the gold of the temple, he is a debtor! 
17 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gold, or the 

temple that sanctifieth the gold? 
18 And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; but 

whosoever sweareth by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty. 
19 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gift, or the altar 

that sanctifieth the gift? 
20 Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar, sweareth by it, and 

by all things thereon. 
21 And whoso shall swear by the temple, sweareth by it, and by 

him that dwelleth therein. 
22 And he that shall swear by heaven, sweareth by the throne of 

God, and by him that sitteth thereon. 
23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay 

tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the 
weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these 

ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. 
24 Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. 
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25 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make 
clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are 

full of extortion and excess. 
26 Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup 

and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also. 
27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like 
unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, 
but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. 
28 Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but 

within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 
29 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye 

build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the 
righteous, 

30 And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would 
not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets. 

31 Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the 
children of them which killed the prophets. 

32 Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers. 
33 Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the 

damnation of hell? 
34 Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, 

and scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some 
of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them 

from city to city: 
35 That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the 

earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of 
Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and 

the altar. 
36 Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this 

generation. 
37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and 
stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have 

gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would not! 

38 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. 
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39 For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall 
say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

KJV 
#2  Nicodemus:  Did He find a valid righteousness?   
 

John 19:38-39 
38 And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, 

but secretly for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might 
take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came 

therefore, and took the body of Jesus. 
 

39 And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came 
to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, 

about an hundred pound weight. 
KJV 

 


