
1 
 

"A Biblical Perspective on Divorce" 
Matthew 5:31-32 

Jerry Grey 2/23/14 
Updated 10/2022 WBC 

 

Introduction:                                                                                                                                      

Our topic is vast.  I would need to preach a month on this topic to 

cover it all due to its enormity. 

Our goal is to see what the scripture says about the topic. 

I'm taking a different approach this time as I preach.  I have noted 

too many opinions of others and not dealt specifically with my 

view (which has not changed much in 30 years) and the answers 

you want anyway. 

In other words, we are going to cut to the chase. 

This study is in the Bible.  We aren't gonna skip it regardless of 

who is here or my own personal life.  So, relax – I'm good. 

*  I believe in, and trust the Bible.  It's right when I'm wrong. I am 

aware that many will agree and many will disagree with some of 

my thoughts.  That’s okay, I will answer, and have answered, to 

my Lord.  

 

 I.   My Goals:  An Emotional Response: 

1. To heal, not hurt 

2. To inform, biblically 

3. To save, correct, warn single people, and relay the 

importance of marriage.  The pain and agony of a bad 

marriage, and even worse, divorce is unbearable. 

4. A second mile heart is best.   Go the second mile to make it 

right. However, know this – a person can only bear so much.  
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I'm just stating reality. I counsel people that have crossed the 

line and it’s hard to get them back. A bad marriage is the 

worst situation that a person can find themselves in 

emotionally.   

5. The reason this topic is so important is because marriage is a 

living illustration of the relationship Jesus has with His 

bride. Marriage is a picture of salvation.  The bride, in this 

case, is not holy.  We are sinful and disobedient, yet, the 

Groom never leaves.  The Groom is Holy and righteous.  

Praise God.  If the earthly marriages could be like the 

heavenly, we would be extremely content.  Thank God He 

does not divorce us.    

Application Thoughts: 

1. We have just about beaten divorced people to death.  We 

have made divorce the unpardonable sin and it’s not. There 

is life, and even love, after separation and divorce.   

 

James 2:10-11 
10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just 

one point is guilty of breaking all of it.  11 For He who said, 

"Do not commit adultery," b also said, "Do not murder."  If 

you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have 

become a lawbreaker. 

NIV 

 

I'm reminded that Jesus asked the woman who was taken in 

adultery, where her accusers were?  He said, "neither do I 

condemn you." 

The blood of Jesus can cleanse all sin and all failures. 
No matter your status tonight – you are valuable to Christ  
and can overcome.       
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2. You cannot control another person.  You cannot keep your 

spouse faithful.  You can only control you. You cannot make 

a person stay or make them righteous. If a person leaves you 

or you have to leave a person for safety, it is what it is.  You 

may not bring trouble on yourself or do anything wrong but 

still have to deal with reality.   

 

3. When given a situation, you can only deal with it. 

 

The Four Views 

1. No divorce, no re-marriage 

2. Divorce, but no remarriage 

3. Divorce and remarriage for adultery and desertion 

4. Divorce and remarriage under a variety of circumstances. 

 

Note:  These views are not liberal and conservative views.  Both 

sides of the theological aisle interpret these views differently.  A 

person's view on divorce and remarriage should fall on his ability 

to rightly divide the truth. 

This happens to be one topic about which I wish our Lord would 

have spoken more.  

 

II.  A Scriptural Investigation:  

Book recommendations – Divorce & Remarriage – 4 Christian 

Views House, Laney, Heth, Edgar and Richards 

My View – Divorce & Remarriage for Adultery (Porneia, 

immorality) and Desertion. 

10 Passages we need to read: 
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 Genesis 2:24:  Nothing explicit about Divorce & Remarriage 

 Deuteronomy 24:1-4:  Allows for some Divorce 

 Malachi 2:14-16:  Hates Divorce, Younger wives for older 

ones 

 Matthew 5:31-32:  Allows with exception 

 Matthew 19:3-12:  Allows with exception 

 Mark 10:2-12:  Allows with exception 

 Luke 16:18:  Used as an example 

 Romans 7:1-6:  Illustration of the Law 

 1 Corinthians 7:10-15:  Allows for divorce 

 Ezra 9-10: 

4 of the 7 excluding Genesis & Romans 7 allow for some divorce 

and remarriage. 

My Conclusion – The Bible allows for some divorce and 

remarriage.  Jesus was aware that many would not be able to 

receive the message. Matt 19:12 

The Main Texts: 

Matthew 5:31-32; Matthew 19:3-12 

Greek:   

 Divorce -  To put away aπσλυω – To release, dismiss, forgive, 

let go, loose, set at liberty. 

 Wife, Woman,  γυναίκα 

 Except for or saving for – πaρektos 

 Adultery, Fornication – πορνεία-  Harlot, incest, idolatry 

(fig). 

The meaning of fornication to me is the crux of this matter. 

What is the Biblical use.  In contrast to adultery (moixeou, 

moichao). 
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Many say Jesus did not use the word for adultery here because 

porneia refers to fornication, which happens before marriage – 

so the exception clause doesn’t count. So no Divorce. 

From a New Testament perspective however, the two words are 

used synonymously.  They are interchangeable as is the case in 

this very verse.  Other words are seen in the New Testament the 

same way. For example, soul vs spirit, agape and phileo, kingdom 

of God vs kingdom of heaven. 

In Greek and Hebrew, both words mean incest, sodomy, harlotry, 

perversion, and all sexual sin before, during, and after marriage. 

English- Fornication comes from Latin: 
          Fornix – means brothel-  

         Literally – vault or cell.   
In other words – the harlot’s room in the brothel. 
 

The Hebrew word is Zanah – 

 Jeremiah 3:1  Used of a woman committing adultery 

 Amos 7:17 – Fornication, Fornicatress 

The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia says of Zanah – 

Every form of unchastity is included.  Vol. 2 p.146.   Eerdmans 

Thayer's: Porneia is illicit sexual conduct, echaad labaasaar 

The word  - one flesh – dja  rpubl (Heb).  

Another problem is the idea of continual adultery.  Some hold an 

unbiblical view that if you remarry you are in a continual state of 

adultery. If this is the case then justification is null and void.  

Would we still be in other sins continually too?   

Your understanding of justification and forgiveness by his blood 

should answer that question.  However, let me prove it. 
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The no divorce group under any circumstances says Genesis 2:24 

refers to a union that is indissoluble or unbreakable. 

“One flesh,” or “the two shall be one flesh,” means "blood 

relative."  Being blood relatives requires a permanent 

unchangeable relationship just as would blood relatives. 

2 Problems : 

1. That makes the marriage relationship incestuous. 

2. 1 Corinthians 6:16 – which refers to being one with a 

prostitute. That happens to actually be a relationship that’s 

forbidden.  So, it can't be indissoluble if it's not to happen in 

the first place. 

1 Corinthians 6:15-17 
15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ 

himself?  Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them 
with a prostitute? Never! 16 Do you not know that he who unites 
himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, 
“The two will become one flesh.”[b] 17 But he who unites himself 

with the Lord is one with him in spirit. 

NIV 
 

All of us who are married understand this.  You experience this 

mystery.  You do become one flesh in body and spirit.  It's 

spiritual in nature, and not indissoluble.  The division may be 

unbiblical but not indissoluble.  

  

Invalid Aorist Tense – In Mark 10:9.  Once, never to be 
repeated. 

Mark 10:9 
9 Therefore what God has joined together (AAI), let man not 

separate (AAI)."  
NIV 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+corinthians+6%3A15-17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28484a
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Aorist – is undefined action, but not once done, never to be 

repeated.   

Thomas Edgar says, "God who created marriage, can also 

declare if and when divorce and remarriage are valid." 

 

Matthew 19:3 ff - Several Points 

1. The question is asked – Is there a reason for divorce?  

  

Jesus refers to Genesis 2:24 and gives the general principle 

that a couple should not divorce. We can all agree, especially 

those who are divorced – No Divorce is preferred.   

The Pharisees then bring up Deuteronomy 24:1-4 which   

allows for divorce. Their point was a good one too by the 

way.   

Jesus says, "Moses allowed for your human frailty."  But, "in 

the beginning," before the "Fall," it was not that way. 

Then Jesus gives a definitive answer in v9, except for 

unfaithfulness. 

Historically, the purpose for this was to protect the women 

who were second class citizens.  In ancient times, as well as, 

the Pharisees standing before Jesus right then, men wanted 

to change wives because she burned the toast, or for any and 

every reason.  In Malachi's passage, they wanted younger 

wives for their older ones. Many times, divorce or first 

marriages, were for beautiful foreign wives, which was 

forbidden.   

In modern times (today) the term porneia and moichao 

include a considerably larger meaning than it did in bible days. 
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We now have every type of perversion known to man and it's all in 

HD.  The question of physical abuse and other unacceptable 

actions by a spouse must be considered too.   

Your children have phones with unspeakable potential right in 

their hands.  There are many immoral perversions today that were 

not around in Biblical days, and may I say they are much worse 

than simple adultery.  We are living in the most lascivious times in 

history. What about drug abuse or gambling addictions.      

If there are exceptions – then those who divorce biblically should 

not be treated as if they have some spiritual or moral deficiency.  

There is no negative implication.  The passage in Matthew 5 and 

19 actually say the opposite. If there are biblical grounds for 

divorce then there are grounds for remarriage.  Paul says that if 

the unbeliever wants to leave, let them go.   

 

III.  Final Thoughts:  

1. To those who have divorced and remarried unbiblically.  

Your process is simple – ask for forgiveness and accept it.  

The New Testament is set up for forgiveness and restoration. 

A person who has made mistakes must not just end their 

lives spiritually. God is a God of redemption and grace.  If 

the blood of Christ has cleaned you at the New Birth then it 

can cleans you now.   

Our sin and mistakes are why He came.  Many others have gone 

before you and lived as productive, godly members of the 

kingdom. You can too.  The New Birth is either redemption or it’s 

not.   

Is Romans 8:28 true?  Can God fix your life? 

Matthew 19:7ff are the words of Jesus.   
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Matt 19:3-12 
3 Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, "Is it 

lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?"  
4 "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the 

Creator 'made them male and female,'  5 and said, 'For this reason 
a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, 
and the two will become one flesh'?  6 So they are no longer two, 

but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not 
separate."  

 
7 "Why then," they asked, "did Moses command that a man give 

his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?"  
8 Jesus replied, "Moses permitted you to divorce your wives 

because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the 
beginning. 9 I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except 
for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits 

adultery."  
10 The disciples said to him, "If this is the situation between a 

husband and wife, it is better not to marry."  
11 Jesus replied, "Not everyone can accept this word, but 

only those to whom it has been given. 12 For some are 
eunuchs because they were born that way; others were made that 
way by men; and others have renounced marriage because of the 

kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it."  
NIV 

 
Clearly Jesus speaks to the truth. Divorce is sin. Period.  However, 
it is not the unpardonable sin.  My interest has always been in the 
words of verse 11.  The disciples said the truth was unbearable… 
why get married then?  Jesus uses the eunuchs to describe those 
who are willing to set marriage and sexual pleasure aside for the 
kingdom.  Jesus and Paul both make it clear that this truth has to 
be received and many cannot.  Paul said he wished that 
everyone could be as he was, chaste. Paul said it is better to marry 
than burn.  Many are able to not remarry after divorce or a bad 



10 
 

marriage, but many cannot remain single.  "Not everyone can 
accept this word, but only those to whom it has been 
given.    
 

Charles H. Spurgeon:  "The Lord will make a way for you where 

no foot has been before, that which, like a sea, threatens to drown 

you, shall be a highway for your escape" (Red Sea Rules). 

 

Isaiah 43:19 

19 See, I am doing a new thing! 
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 

I am making a way in the desert 
and streams in the wasteland. 

NIV 
 

Psalm 77:19-20 
19 Your path led through the sea, 

your way through the mighty waters, 
though your footprints were not seen. 

20 You led your people like a flock 
by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

  NIV 

"God will not always give you what you can handle, but He will 
help you handle what He gives you." 

 
Our intent is to always do what is right.  But when we fail, for 

whatever reason, God's arm is not too short to save.  God can 

restore.  The goal of the Christian is to always protect our witness 

in our marriages, occupations, lifestyles, and purposes, but when 

failure occurs, pick up the pieces, repent and move forward.  Most 

times your greatest mistakes will be your greatest catalysts for 
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growth and ministry.  Don’t be a martyr and don’t let anyone turn 

you into a martyr.   

Hebrews 9:14 

14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the 

eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our 

consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the 

living God! 

 


