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“The Anatomy of a Vow” 
A Second Mile Heart: 

Matthew 5:33-37 

Introduction:  

We have all seen too often the truth manipulated and abused.  

Our children have had to have situations explained to them even 

because of the President of the United States lying.  Bill Clinton 

lied and tried to change the truth by redefining what “relations” 

with another person actually is. 

Mr. Clinton would make a great Pharisee. Jesus continues with 

the 6 antithesis. "You have heard it said."  The Lord will now teach 

us about vows or oaths and expose the Pharisees and teachers of 

the Law for who they truly are. 

All these vignettes Jesus gives us refer back to 5:17 ff. Jesus did 

not come to destroy the Law but fulfill it.  Not only fulfill it in 

keeping what was written, but fulfill it as in completing it.  Jesus 

gives us the rest of the story, so to speak.  

  

READ TEXT:   

Historical Context: (Profanity – Pro, Latin-Greek Before the 
Temple).  The original meaning of profanity was to make a vow in 
the temple and then go outside or before (pro) the temple and 
break that vow… this was considered profane. This would be 
committing to truth that was preached in the sanctuary and then 
not living it pour once one leaves the sanctuary.   
 

Arthur Pink tells us that the taking of a vow should be seen as an 
act of worship. 
 
These short verses seem, at first glance, not to have much for the 
modern-day Christian to ponder; however, anything that we 
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participate in that is regarded as worship should concern us 
deeply. 
 
The conversation of the Pharisees and people of God was fraught 
with vows, cursing, and falsehood. 
 
Read Matthew 23 for Context. 
 

Matt 23 
 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 2 "The teachers of the law and the 
Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. 3 So you must obey them and do everything they tell you. 
But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. 4 They tie up 

heavy loads and put them on men's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift 
a finger to move them.  

5 "Everything they do is done for men to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the 
tassels on their garments long; 6 they love the place of honor at banquets and the most 
important seats in the synagogues; 7 they love to be greeted in the marketplaces and to 

have men call them 'Rabbi.'  
8 "But you are not to be called 'Rabbi,' for you have only one Master and you are all 

brothers. 9 And do not call anyone on earth 'father,' for you have one Father, and he is in 
heaven. 10 Nor are you to be called 'teacher,' for you have one Teacher, the Christ.  11 

The greatest among you will be your servant. 12 For whoever exalts himself will be 
humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.  

13 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the kingdom 
of heaven in men's faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who 

are trying to.  
15 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land 

and sea to win a single convert, and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much 
a son of hell as you are.  

16 "Woe to you, blind guides! You say, 'If anyone swears by the temple, it means 
nothing; but if anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.' 17 You 
blind fools! Which is greater: the gold, or the temple that makes the gold sacred? 18 You 
also say, 'If anyone swears by the altar, it means nothing; but if anyone swears by the gift 

on it, he is bound by his oath.' 19 You blind men! Which is greater: the gift, or the altar 
that makes the gift sacred? 20 Therefore, he who swears by the altar swears by it and by 
everything on it. 21 And he who swears by the temple swears by it and by the one who 
dwells in it. 22 And he who swears by heaven swears by God's throne and by the one 

who sits on it.  
23 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of 

your spices — mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more important 
matters of the law — justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the 
latter, without neglecting the former. 24 You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but 

swallow a camel.  
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25 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside 
of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 26 Blind 

Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be 
clean.  

27 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like 
whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of 
dead men's bones and everything unclean. 28 In the same way, on the outside you 

appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.  
29 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build tombs for 

the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. 30 And you say, 'If we had lived in 
the days of our forefathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the 

blood of the prophets.' 31 So you testify against yourselves that you are the descendants 
of those who murdered the prophets. 32 Fill up, then, the measure of the sin of your 

forefathers!  
33 "You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell? 34 
Therefore I am sending you prophets and wise men and teachers. Some of them you will 
kill and crucify; others you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town. 
35 And so upon you will come all the righteous blood that has been shed on earth, from 

the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you 
murdered between the temple and the altar. 36 I tell you the truth, all this will come 

upon this generation.  
37 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how 
often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under 

her wings, but you were not willing. 38 Look, your house is left to you desolate. 39 For I 
tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord.'"  
NIV 

 

Matthew 5:33 was wrongly interpreted.  The Pharisees would 
interpret the law like this…."you may make many various vows 
and oaths that do not count but keep the ones you make to God." 
 
--They broke their vows for any and all reasons. 

John MacArthur Notes:  "Instead of being a mark of integrity 
(the vow) they became a mark of deceit.  Instead of prompting 
confidence they prompted skepticism." 

 

The True Biblical Principle of Vow Making 

1. Leviticus 19:12:  You shall not swear falsely by My name. 
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Lev 19:12 
12 "'Do not swear falsely by my name and so profane the 

name of your God. I am the Lord.  
NIV 

 
2. Exodus 20:  (10 Commandments) 

 
3. Numbers 30:2: Keep your vows 

 

Num 30:2 

2 When a man makes a vow to the Lord or takes an oath to 

obligate himself by a pledge, he must not break his word but 

must do everything he said.  

NIV 

4. Deuteronomy 23:21-23 

Deut 23:21-23 
21 If you make a vow to the Lord your God, do not be slow to pay 
it, for the Lord your God will certainly demand it of you and you 
will be guilty of sin. 22 But if you refrain from making a vow, you 
will not be guilty. 23 Whatever your lips utter you must be sure to 
do, because you made your vow freely to the Lord your God with 

your own mouth.  
NIV 

 

5. Proverbs 20:25: Do not be rash 

Prov 20:25 
25 It is a trap for a man to dedicate something rashly 

and only later to consider his vows. 
NIV 
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We see it as biblical to make vows.  Jesus is not saying we are not 
to make vows, only that we make them properly and that we not 
break them. 

 

Words in our text: 

1. Do not break your oaths or KJV forswear thyself  
Επιορκώ.  Do not perjure oneself. (Verb) 

 

2. horkos - (Oath) To enclose as with a fence, or to bind together.  

The truth of an oath is bound by that which is involved on its 

behalf.. i.e. "thus saith the Lord."  (Noun) 

Why make a vow, or swear at all? 

Read Hebrews 6:13-19 

Heb 6:13-20 
13 When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no 

one greater for him to swear by, he swore by himself, 14 saying, "I 
will surely bless you and give you many descendants."  15 And so 

after waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised.  
16 Men swear by someone greater than themselves, and the oath 

confirms what is said and puts an end to all argument. 17 Because 
God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very 
clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an 

oath. 18 God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which 
it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the 

hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged. 19 We have this 
hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner 

sanctuary behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus, who went before 
us, has entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest 

forever, in the order of Melchizedek.  
NIV 

 

We read where God has no one greater than Himself by which to 
vow.  Men vow to add confidence to their promise. 
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Vows/Oaths in the Bible 

 

1. Abraham & King of Sodom    Genesis 14 

2. Abraham & Abimelech   Genesis 21:23 

3. Abraham & Eliezer –   Genesis 24:1 

4. David & Jonathan -  1 Samuel 20:16 

5. God Himself –    Genesis 22:16-17 

6. Jesus – "Truly, truly I say to you..." 

 aμην    Matthew 5:18, 26, 6:2 

              aμην    John 1:51,  3:3, 5  5:19,  24 

 

7. Psalm 15 Gives us a beautiful perspective on oaths and the character of the 

person who gives a proper oath. 

8. Psalm 76:11 tells us to make vows      

Deuteronomy 6:13 says in His name.  (To stop lying and only for serious        

cases. – A. Pink p.100) 

 

Make it Personal 

1. Ecclesiastes 5:4  Fulfill your vow quickly.  It is better not to 
vow than to vow and not pay. 

2. Do not be rash or foolish in making promises to God. 
3. Oaths are for special occasions and big outcomes.                        

Hendriksen's comments – Matthew 5:33 is a condemnation 
of flippant, profane, uncalled for, and often hypocritical 
oaths used to impress or spice up daily conversation. 

4. Don't lie.  God hates lying, embellishment or bearing false 
witness.  Give the facts. 

5. Remember your vows are acts of worship.  Note:  Paul's 
seriousness in Romans 9:1 ff could you make such a 
statement? 

6. Bring God into your vow.  Ask Him if it is pleasing to Him or 
not?  Ask God to reveal to you when to make a vow and when 
not to. 
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7. Never falsely swear:  By heaven, earth, Jerusalem, or by your 
head, etc.  To swear falsely by anything in any of these areas 
brings God's creation into false witness.  All of creation is 
God's, so do not use it to bear false witness. 

Closing:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Barclay Comment:  (Quoted by McArthur) 

Comments William Barclay, “Here is a great eternal truth. Life 
cannot be divided into compartments in some of which God is 
involved and in others of which he is not involved; there cannot be 
one kind of language in the Church and another kind of language 
in the shipyard or the factory or the office; there cannot be one 
kind of conduct in the Church and another kind of conduct in the 
business world. The fact is that God does not need to be invited 
into certain departments of life, and kept out of others. He is 
everywhere, all through life and in every activity of life. He hears 
not only the words which are spoken in his name; he hears all 
words; and there cannot be any such thing as a form of words 
which evades bringing God into any transaction. We will regard 
all promises as sacred if we remember that all promises are made 
in the presence of God” (The Gospel of Matthew, 2 vols. [rev. ed.; 
Philadelphia: Westminster, 1975], 1:160). 

 

The Second Mile Heart: 

  
It knows God hates a lying tongue   Proverbs 6:16-17.  
Lying lips are an abomination.               Proverbs 12:22.   
Those who speak lies do so from birth.    Psalm 58:3-4.     
Worst of all, liars go to the lake of fire    Revelation 21:8. 
 
Psalm 51:6 – God desires truth in the inner part or inmost being.  
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Matt 25:14-30 
14 "Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his 
servants and entrusted his property to them. 15 To one he gave 

five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one 
talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 

16 The man who had received the five talents went at once and put 
his money to work and gained five more. 17 So also, the one with 

the two talents gained two more. 18 But the man who had 
received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid 

his master's money.  
19 "After a long time the master of those servants returned and 

settled accounts with them. 20 The man who had received the five 
talents brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me 

with five talents. See, I have gained five more.'  
21 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You 

have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of 
many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'  

22 "The man with the two talents also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you 
entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.'  

23 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You 
have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of 

many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'  
24 "Then the man who had received the one talent came. 'Master,' 

he said, 'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you 
have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 

25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. 
See, here is what belongs to you.'  

26 "His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew 
that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not 
scattered seed? 27 Well then, you should have put my money on 
deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have 

received it back with interest.  
28 "'Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the 
ten talents. 29 For everyone who has will be given more, and he 

will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has 
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will be taken from him. 30 And throw that worthless servant 
outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.'  
NIV 

 
How many words did each man use to answer his master?   
 
 
Let your Logos (λόγος) be yes and yes and no and no. 
All our statements and conversations should be pleasing to God.  
If our yes in promise is as your performance you will not be in 
need of provoking the name of God as a witness. 


