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A Second Mile Heart: 
“An Eye for an Eye” 

Jerry Grey WBC 3/2/14, 
10-31-22 

 
Matthew 5:38-42 

38 "You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for 
tooth.'  39 But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone 
strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40 And 

if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have 
your cloak as well. 41 If someone forces you to go one mile, go 

with him two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not 
turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.  

NIV 
 

Introduction: 
A man preaching on the corner got beer poured on his head.  He 
told the man thanks – “you proved that I am a Christian.  I know 
I’m saved” – Why the man said?”  If not, I would beat the pulp out 
of you! 

Prov 16:32 
32 Better a patient man than a warrior, 

a man who controls his temper than one who takes a city.  
NIV 

 

The word for today is “Retaliation.”  Restraint and a calm heart 
are not popular.  Not fighting back is considered wimpy today. 
 

I must say this section of scripture is difficult to preach.  I will try 
to uphold the integrity of the word, but I have a hard time living 
this section. 
 
Illustrations:   NFC Championship 49ers and Falcons.  Man 
kept talking trash to me and acting like he was gonna pour beer 
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on my 49ers jacket.  I wasn’t nice and there was only one kind of 
cheek I turned his way.  
 
In Augusta- growing up there was deep racial tension and hurt in 
our city.  We were attacked by blacks on our walk to school.   As 
we grew up, we had to learn how to face conflict properly. We 
were in the minority and learned what it was like to be harassed.   
 
Quote:   Frances Bacon said, “In taking revenge, a man is but 
even with his enemy; but in passing it over, he is superior.” 
 

John McArthur – “When selfish interest dominates, 
justice is replaced with vengeance.” 

 

“Retaliation exposes selfishness, envy, strife, malice, hatefulness, 

jealousy, and pride, but spiritual maturity withstands “the eye for 

an eye mentality.” 

I.   The Foundation Concerning the Law.  

Lex talionis – The ancient law code – Equal 

punishment.  Tit for Tat- Quid Pro Quo!  

The old standard was tough. 

 

Exodus 21:22-25 
22 “If men who are fighting hit a pregnant woman and she 

gives birth prematurely but there is no serious injury, the 

offender must be fined whatever the woman’s husband 

demands and the court allows. 23 But, if there is serious 

injury, you are to take life for life, 24 eye for eye, tooth for 

tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25 burn for burn, 

wound for wound, bruise for bruise.” 

NIV 
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Leviticus 24:17-22 
17 “If anyone takes the life of a human being, he must be 

put to death. 18 Anyone who takes the life of someone’s 

animal must make restitution—life for life. 19 If anyone 

injures his neighbor, whatever he has done must be done 

to him.  20 fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for 

tooth. As he has injured the other, so he is to be injured. 
21 Whoever kills an animal must make restitution, but 

whoever kills a man must be put to death. 22 You are to 

have the same law for the alien and the native-born. I am 

the Lord your God.” 

               NIV 

Deuteronomy 19:16-21 
16 If a malicious witness takes the stand to accuse a man of 

a crime, 17 the two people involved in the dispute must 

stand in the presence of the Lord before the priests and 

the judges who are in office at the time. 18 The judges must 

make a thorough investigation, and if the witness proves 

to be a liar, giving false testimony against his brother 
19 then do to him as he intended to do to his brother. You 

must purge the evil from among you. 20 The rest of the 

people will hear of this and be afraid, and never again will 

such an evil thing be done among you. 21 Show no pity: life 

for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for 

foot. 

        NIV 

 

The New Law or the  

“But I Say Unto You” 

 Don’t resist 

 Turn the other cheek 

 Give your coat too 
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 Go the second mile 

 Give to those who ask 

Did Jesus really mean this? 

 

Obviously, what Jesus says here was jaw dropping.  Especially 

when we know how Rome and the Pharisees treated the Jews.  

Could Jesus really expect the crowds and disciples to accept this 

teaching? 

“It is the spirit of Jesus Christ to redeem the lost man and to say, 

“Father, forgive them, they know not what they do.” JRG 

 

A Path to Accepting These Words 

1. We learn that in Christ we give up our rights. 
 

1 Corinthians 9:1-18 
1 Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus 

our Lord? Are you not the result of my work in the 
Lord? 2 Even though I may not be an apostle to others, surely 

I am to you! For you are the seal of my apostleship in the 
Lord. 

3 This is my defense to those who sit in judgment on 
me. 4 Don’t we have the right to food and drink? 5 Don’t we 

have the right to take a believing wife along with us, as do the 
other apostles and the Lord’s brothers and Cephas? 6 Or is it 

only I and Barnabas who must work for a living? 
7 Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a 
vineyard and does not eat of its grapes? Who tends a flock 

and does not drink of the milk? 8 Do I say this merely from a 
human point of view? Doesn’t the Law say the same 

thing? 9 For it is written in the Law of Moses: “Do not muzzle 
an ox while it is treading out the grain.” Is it about oxen that 
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God is concerned? 10 Surely he says this for us, doesn’t he? 
Yes, this was written for us, because when the plowman 

plows and the thresher threshes, they ought to do so in the 
hope of sharing in the harvest. 11 If we have sown spiritual 

seed among you, is it too much if we reap a material harvest 
from you? 12 If others have this right of support from you, 

shouldn’t we have it all the more? 
But we did not use this right. On the contrary, we 

put up with anything rather than hinder the gospel 
of Christ. 

13 Don’t you know that those who work in the temple get 
their food from the temple, and that those who serve at the 

altar share in what is offered on the altar? 14 In the same way, 
the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel 

should receive their living from the gospel. 
15 But I have not used any of these rights. And I am not 

writing this in the hope that you will do such things for me.  I 
would rather die than have anyone deprive me of this 

boast. 16 Yet when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, for I 
am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the 

gospel! 17 If I preach voluntarily, I have a reward; if not 
voluntarily, I am simply discharging the trust committed to 
me. 18 What then is my reward? Just this: that in preaching 
the gospel I may offer it free of charge, and so not make 

use of my rights in preaching it. 
NIV 

*Acts 23:1-4, Paul insults the high priest.  He was slapped.  He 

then says he did not know he was speaking to the high priest – so 

he quotes scripture as an apology. 

Note this nuance – Jesus did not say, “don’t resist evil,” He 

said, “don’t resist and evil person.” 
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Quote: McArthur: Let me also note this –  

“Probably no part of the Sermon on the mount has been so 

misinterpreted and misapplied as 5:38-42.  It has been used to 

promote pacifism, conscientious objection to military service, 

lawlessness, anarchy, and a host of other positions that is does not 

support.  The Russian writer Tolstoy based one of his best-known 

novels on this passage.  The thesis of War and Peace is that the 

elimination of police, the military, and other forms of authority 

would bring a utopian society.   

But Jesus already had made plain that He did not come to 

eliminate even the smallest part of God’s law (5:17-19), which 

includes respect for and obedience to human law and authority. 

Among the many unrighteous things that the religion of the 

scribes and Pharisees (see Matt. 5:20) included was their 

insistence on personal rights and vengeance.  In His fifth 

illustration contrasting their righteousness with God’s holy law to 

serve the selfish purposes of unholy men.” 

 

2. Don’t be influenced by the world’s thoughts and world 

view.  

 Don’t be embarrassed to display humility. 

 If the Rabbi perverts the law, go the second mile to rise 

above him.   

 “Kill ‘em with kindness.” – Charlie Hinely 

Oswald Chambers - July 14 

“This verse reveals the humiliation of being a Christian. In 

the natural realm, if a person does not hit back, it is because he is 

a coward. But in the spiritual realm, it is the very evidence of the 

Son of God in him if he does not hit back. When you are insulted, 
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you must not only not resent it, but you must make it an 

opportunity to exhibit the Son of God in your life. And you cannot 

imitate the nature of Jesus— it is either in you or it is not. A 

personal insult becomes an opportunity for a saint to reveal the 

incredible sweetness of the Lord Jesus. 

The teaching of the Sermon on the Mount is not, 

“Do your duty,” but is, in effect, “Do what is not your 

duty.” It is not your duty to go the second mile, or to 

turn the other cheek, but Jesus said that if we are His 

disciples, we will always do these things. We will not say, 

“Oh well, I just can’t do any more, and I’ve been so 

misrepresented and misunderstood.” Every time I insist on having 

my own rights, I hurt the Son of God, while in fact I can prevent 

Jesus from being hurt if I will take the blow myself. That is the 

real meaning of filling “up in my flesh what is lacking in the 

afflictions of Christ…” (Colossians 1:24). A disciple realizes that it 

is his Lord’s honor that is at stake in his life, not his own honor. 

Never look for righteousness in the other person, but never 

cease to be righteous yourself. We are always looking for justice, 

yet the essence of the teaching of the Sermon on the Mount is— 

Never look for justice, but never cease to give it.” 

 Properly experiencing suffering displays the crucifixion!  

Honor God in affliction, show the world Jesus. 

 

3. Expect to be used and mistreated in this world as a 

Christian. 

 

Reproach and Persecution comes – It identifies us as His! 
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We live differently: 

.  Morally 

.  Financially 

.  Economically 

.  Ethically 

.  Religiously 
 

READ:  Matthew 10:14-16 – Shake the dust off and go – The 
name of Jesus and the message of the Kingdom brings reproach. 
 

Matt 10:14-16 
14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake 
the dust off your feet when you leave that home or town. 15 I tell 
you the truth, it will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah 
on the day of judgment than for that town. 16 I am sending you 
out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes 

and as innocent as doves.  
NIV 

II.  The Freedom of our Spiritual Maturity 

After laying a foundation, Jesus illustrates how grace, love, 

spiritual maturity, and humility are achieved by giving a few 

examples. 

What do evil men do? 

1. They abuse us in spirit – attack your dignity.  We have seen 

how v.38 & v.39a have been misused and misinterpreted.  If 

Christ was hated, we will be hated. 

John 15:18 & 16:1-2 – People will actually believe they are 

doing God a service by killing the righteous. 
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1Peter 2:20-21 – Beatings for doing wrong is justified but 

beatings for doing good are commendable. 

1Peter 3:13-17; 4:12-19; 2Timothy 3:12 

The phrase “Do not resist evil here refers to a particular act of 

hitting one in the face.”  We are not referring to the evil of the 

world. 

Greek:  Poneros – Also bad, lewd, malicious, evil, wicked, and 

so forth. 

Jesus and the Disciples continually resisted evil. 

Matthew 21:12 – “Money changers.”  John 2:15 

James 4:7 - “Resist” the devil – submit to God the devil will flee. 

In Gethsemane, Jesus admonished his men to stay awake and 

pray so as to not give in to temptation. 

*To be slapped in the face was a great insult to a Jew.  It is to us as 

well. 

*To turn the other cheek is not a natural spiritual event. 

I’m inclined to think Jesus was referring to more than a slapped 

face. A wounded spirit does more damage than a slap. 

 

2. Bad people take advantage of us monetarily and 

physically.  

Verse 40 – the tunic – a shirt or undergarment. 

The coat was the outer garment, it was used as a blanket at night. 

 

These two articles were very important to a Jew.  Most people had 

1 or 2 tunics and only one coat. 
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Exodus 22:26-27 even tells us to return a man’s coat by 

nightfall.  A coat was often put up as collateral in the day for food 

or tools or help. 

Jesus uses this as an example of faith in His provisions.  Jesus 

shall supply all your needs.  He makes grace abound towards you.  

If you take, God supplies. 

If one asks for your undergarment, give him the outer as well. 

God is your provider! 

The court system actually required payment in clothes when one 

could not pay – but not even the court could take a man’s coat. 

When Jesus said give up your coat – It was the most valuable 

thing a man had. 

 

Illustrations:  

1Corinthians 6: 1-8 
1 If any of you has a dispute with another, dare he take it before 

the ungodly for judgment instead of before the Saints? 2 Do you 

not know that the Saints will judge the world? And if you are to 

judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases? 3 Do 

you not know that we will judge angels? How much more the 

things of this life! 4Therefore, if you have disputes about such 

matters, appoint as judges even men of little account in the 

church! 5 I say this to shame you. Is it possible that there is 

nobody among you wise enough to judge a dispute between 

believers? 6 But instead, one brother goes to law against another - 

and this in front of unbelievers! 7 The very fact that you have 

lawsuits among you means you have been completely defeated 

already. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated? 
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8 Instead, you yourselves cheat and do wrong, and you do this to 

your brothers. 

NIV 

3. Bad people rob your freedom and impose on you.   

A Roman soldier could legally ask a citizen to carry his stuff a 

mile. 

A soldier was never hated more than when asking a citizen to 

carry his things. 

*He took freedom from them.   

*He took advantage of their time and energy.   

*He took them out of the way. 

 

McArthur – When robbed of freedom, surrender even more. 

We don’t like to be told what to do.  We had liberty before the fall.  

Sin changed that. 

 

4. Bad people may even take your property: Verse 42 

 

Illustration:  I hate people who borrow stuff and don’t bring it 

back. 

*I have books I never loan out. 

The spiritual principle is this –  

*God owns it all anyway.  We never really lose anything God owns.  

We may just be selfish and not really trust God with our 

possessions. I will always loan you what you need but not 

always what you want.   
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- This does not mean every selfish request is met. 

- This does not mean I give you something to harm yourself with. 

- Jesus is simply teaching us that a Christian is a giver.  We know 

the Holy Giver and source of all things. 

If you can’t give it free – don’t give it.  “Borrower is slave to the 

lender.” 

We are to genuinely care for the needs of others. Christians are to 

be generous. 

Romans 14:7-8 
7 For none of us lives to himself alone, and none of us dies to 

himself alone.  8If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die 
to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 

NIV 

2 Corinthians 5:21 
21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we 

might be made the righteousness of God in him. 
KJV 

 
Did Jesus retaliate? 

1 Peter 3:17-19 
17 For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than 

for doing evil. 18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous 

for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in 

the body but made alive by the Spirit. 19 After being made 

alive,[a] he went and made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits. 

 

 

Closing: 

George Mueller wrote, "There was a day when I died, utterly 

died to George Mueller and his opinions, preferences, and his 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Peter+3%3A17-19&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30444a
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tastes and his will. I died to the world, to its approval and its 

censure. I died to the approval or the blame of even my brethren 

and friends. And since then, I have studied only to show myself 

approved unto God." That is the Spirit Jesus teaches in this 

passage, the spirit all men fail to possess apart from saving grace. 

It is the spirit Abraham manifested when he gave the best land to 

his nephew Lot. It is the spirit of Joseph when he embraced and 

kissed the brothers who had so terribly wronged him. Is the spirit 

that would not let David take advantage of the opportunity to take 

the life of Saul, who was then seeking to take David's life. It is the 

spirit that led Elisha to feed the enemy Assyrian army. It is the 

spirit that led Steven to pray for those who were stoning him to 

death. It is the spirit of every believer who, by the Holy Spirit's 

power, seeks to be perfect, even as our Heavenly Father is 

perfect." (v.48) 

 

 

 

 


