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“Sermon On The Mount Series” 

The Divine Confrontation: 

Prefect Love- Matthew 5:43-48 

Jerry Grey 11-1-22 WBC 

 

Matt 5:43-48 

43 "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate 

your enemy.' 44 But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for 

those who persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father 

in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and 

sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love 

those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax 

collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what 

are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 

Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.  

NIV 

 

Introduction:  Few sections of scripture have been more 

deluded, misrepresented, and misinterpreted than these verses, 

which have given rise to personal preferences and difficulty 

accepting Christ’s words.   

 

These verses strike out at the heart at the Pharisees’ humanistic, 

selfish, self-centered, and self-serving religion. Tacitus (Roman 

historian and politician) tells us that the Jews would obey this 

command when dealing with their own brethren, but they stoutly 

hated the Gentiles and foreigners.  They put parameters and 

boundaries upon their love, even not wanting the Gentiles to be 

saved- 1 Thessalonians 2:15-16. 

 

Questions that are asked about love, hate, and enemies:   

 Who is my enemy?  
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 Who is my neighbor? 

 What kind of love is Jesus really promoting? 

 What is real persecution?  

 What is real perfection? 

 

The reason that these verses should be so important to us is 

because we were once enemies of God.  God showed us a 

different kind of love.  The second mile heart love came to 

us.  Without perfect love, agape love, you and I would not be 

saved.  You have been treated as a child of God.  Grace gave 

you an opportunity to receive a love you did not deserve, 

therefore, we are required to give that kind of love to others.   

 

Even though we are children of God, it is still difficult to 

express this type of love to others.  Why is it so hard to treat 

others as we have been treated?  Romans 8 tells us that we 

were enemies of God and that we were actually hostile 

towards God.  “The sinful mind is hostile towards God.” 

Romans 8:1 says that there is no condemnation against us 

now.  Why would a people that have experienced this kind of 

love not be able to pass it on?  

 

No greater love can be found as an example of perfect love 
than the love God showed His enemies.  Us!!! 
 

 We were guilty  

 We were separated  

 We were under his wrath 

 We were at enmity in our hearts  

 We were totally depraved 
 

So how was reconciliation made possible? Someone had to die.  

For reconciliation to take place someone has to die.  Who died? 
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Hence, God's enemies were put back together with him. 

This is the last of the great antitheses or comparisons, “you have 

heard it said, but I say unto you.” 

 

I.  The manipulation of scripture verse 43: 

 

The rabbis made rabbinical omissions and additions. They took 

out the phrase “as yourself.” Then they added the phrase “hate 

your enemies.” Here are the scriptures:  

 

Lev 19:18 

18 "'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your 

people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord.  

NIV 

 

Lev 19:18 

18 You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the 

children of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as 

yourself: I am the Lord.  

NKJV 

 

Rev 22:18-19 

18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy 

of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him 

the plagues that are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes 

away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 

away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from 

the things which are written in this book. 

NKJV 

 

May we all agree on this simple fact, God does not like people to 

manipulate his word; therefore, be careful how you interpret the 
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Word of God and live it out. Just believe it and obey, no 

justification.   

Luke 10:25-29 

25 And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, 

"Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?"  

26 He said to him, "What is written in the law? What is your 

reading of it?"  

27 So he answered and said, "'You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and 

with all your mind,' and 'your neighbor as yourself.'"  

28 And He said to him, "You have answered rightly; do this and 

you will live."  

29 But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, "And 

who is my neighbor?"  

NKJV 

 

Luke 10:36 

36 So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who 

fell among the thieves?"  

NKJV 

 

When it comes to the Word of God, there is no reason to try 

and justify yourself. Don't question the validity of the 

scripture. Don't question the Word of God. Who are we to be 

a neighbor to. 

 

II.  Proper treatment for enemies:  Verse 44 

 

Jesus said that we are to love our enemies.  That’s perfect 

love.  “You heard the Pharisees say this… but I say 

otherwise.” 
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Deut 22:1-3 

"You shall not see your brother's ox or his sheep going 

astray, and hide yourself from them; you shall certainly 

bring them back to your brother. 2 And if your brother is not 

near you, or if you do not know him, then you shall bring it 

to your own house, and it shall remain with you until your 

brother seeks it; then you shall restore it to him. 3 You shall 

do the same with his donkey, and so shall you do with his 

garment; with any lost thing of your brother's, which he has 

lost and you have found, you shall do likewise; you must not 

hide yourself.  

NKJV 

 

Ex 23:4-5 

4 "If you meet your enemy's ox or his donkey going astray, 

you shall surely bring it back to him again. 5 If you see the 

donkey of one who hates you lying under its burden, and 

you would refrain from helping it, you shall surely help him 

with it.  

NKJV 

 

Job 31:29-30 

29 "If I have rejoiced at the destruction of him who hated 

me, Or lifted myself up when evil found him 

30 (Indeed I have not allowed my mouth to sin 

By asking for a curse on his soul); 

NKJV 

 

Ps 7:4-5 

4 If I have repaid evil to him who was at peace with me, 

Or have plundered my enemy without cause,  

5 Let the enemy pursue me and overtake me; 

Yes, let him trample my life to the earth, 
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And lay my honor in the dust. 

NKJV 

 

Ps 35:12-18 

12 They reward me evil for good, 

To the sorrow of my soul.  

13 But as for me, when they were sick, 

My clothing was sackcloth; 

I humbled myself with fasting; 

And my prayer would return to my own heart.  

14 I paced about as though he were my friend or brother; 

I bowed down heavily, as one who mourns for his mother.  

15 But in my adversity they rejoiced 

And gathered together; 

Attackers gathered against me, 

And I did not know it; 

They tore at me and did not cease;  

16 With ungodly mockers at feasts 

They gnashed at me with their teeth.  

17 Lord, how long will You look on? 

Rescue me from their destructions, 

My precious life from the lions.  

18 I will give You thanks in the great assembly; 

I will praise You among many people.  

NKJV 

 

Prov 17:5 

5 He who mocks the poor reproaches his Maker; 

He who is glad at calamity will not go unpunished.  

NKJV 
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Prov 24:29 

29 Do not say, "I will do to him just as he has done to me; 

I will render to the man according to his work."  

NKJV 

 

Prov 25:21-22 

21 If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat; 

And if he is thirsty, give him water to drink;  

22 For so you will heap coals of fire on his head, 

And the Lord will reward you.  

NKJV 

 

What if these measures do not work Bro. Jerry?  What 

should I do?  Follow Paul’s advice and notice that Paul had 

respect for Prov 25:21-22.  The OT is quite relevant.  Paul 

used the bible that he had that day and time.  That still 

works today.  

 

Rom 12:14-21 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 

Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who 

weep. 16 Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not 

set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. 

Do not be wise in your own opinion.  

 

17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in 

the sight of all men. 18 If it is possible, as much as depends 

on you, live peaceably with all men. 19 Beloved, do not 

avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is 

written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord. 

20 Therefore 
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"If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 

If he is thirsty, give him a drink; 

For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head."  

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 

with good.  

NKJV 

 

Revenge is what we do when we take matters into our own 

hands.  Vengeance is of the Lord and His business and it will 

always be righteous.  “Give place to vengeance.”  God will 

take care of it.   

 

These verse do not deal with national enemies, enemies of 

the cross, or that we are allowed to defend ourselves from 

attack or harm, but that it also allowed and important to 

know. God does not intend for us to allow others to harm us 

physically or our family without taking steps to protect 

ourselves.  National sovereignty is also to be protected. The 

kings and leaders of the OT were instructed by the prophets 

when it was necessary to go to war.  The key is to obey God.   

 

David prays a passionate and shocking prayer:   

 

Ps. 139:19-24 

19 Oh, that You would slay the wicked, O God! 

Depart from me, therefore, you bloodthirsty men.  

20 For they speak against You wickedly; 

Your enemies take Your name in vain.  

21 Do I not hate them, O Lord, who hate You? 

And do I not loathe those who rise up against You?  

22 I hate them with perfect hatred; 

I count them my enemies.  
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23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; 

Try me, and know my anxieties;  

24 And see if there is any wicked way in me, 

And lead me in the way everlasting.  

NKJV 

 

David also pray for God to search his heart. If wickedness 

was there he sought God’s direction and grace.  We are 

allowed to defend God, family, and country. But please 

protect your heart.    

 

Illustration:  During the Gulf War Norman Schwarzkopf 

told soldiers not to embarrass the Iraqi soldiers who had 

been captured but to treat them with dignity and respect; we 

may go to war often because it's the will of God, but we 

should never go with hate in our hearts.  

 

In 1 Thessalonians 2:15-16, Paul speaks of the Jews as 

actually trying to keep the gentiles from coming to salvation. 

I have know people in the church that hindered their 

enemies that came to church from coming to Jesus.  I knew 

of a school teacher that had a personality conflict with one of 

her students.  That student grew up and came to Woodlake 

Baptist Church.  That teacher, although saved, hindered this 

girl from coming to Christ and even tried to keep her from 

coming to Sunday School.  Thank God for His gracious 

hand.  She was saved anyway.  She is now working and 

growing the kingdom of God.   

 

1 Thess 2:14-16 

For you also suffered the same things from your own 

countrymen, just as they did from the Judeans, 15 who 

killed both the Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and have 
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persecuted us; and they do not please God and are contrary 

to all men, 16 forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that 

they may be saved, so as always to fill up the measure of 

their sins; but wrath has come upon them to the uttermost.  

NKJV 

 

What is the conclusion of the matter? 

 

 Love your enemies 

 Love your neighbor 

 

As you love yourself! Do good to both as God provides.   

 

Matt 22:37-40 

37 Jesus said to him, "'You shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.'  38 

This is the first and great commandment.  39 And the second 

is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'  

40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the 

Prophets."  

NKJV 

 

 Illustration:  A woman in Sunday school confessed to 

having prayed that god would kill some of her enemies!  

Really?  This is the ultimate form of selfishness and 

Pharisaical thinking.  You are bothering me at work or 

church so I will pray God kills you.  You have different views 

than I so I will just pray God kill you.   

 

III.  Praying for my enemies:  Love them and pray for 

them, v. 44. 
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The thought of praying for people that do not like you or that 

consider you an enemy is tough.  Yes, it is tough, but it is the 

second mile heart that will take it on as a Christian virtue. The 

heart of God demands it.  We know it is the right thing to do but it 

is extremely hard at times.  The human nature that is even 

redeemed within us wants to get even, wants to see others get 

what’s coming to them, and triumph over our foes.  Our goal is to 

not simply beat the foe but win them to faith in Jesus.   

 

Praying for people who persecute you:  

 

 It will change you 

 It will change them 

 It will protect you from bitterness, anger, hatred, sorrow, 

pain, and evil.   

 

Praying for people that you want to see saved is easy; praying for 

those who persecute you is difficult.  

 

Verse 45 says we can prove our sonship by loving and praying for 

persecutors.  God makes the sun and the rain fall upon us all.  You 

may actually see your enemies get common grace from heaven 

while they persecute you. Christians are not exempt from trials, 

suffering, and persecution while we wait for a Savior from heaven.  

Sometimes, life is extremely difficult for us all.  Many times, we 

are filled with joy and circumstances create great enjoyment and 

health for us.  Life can also turn on a dime and bring about death 

and difficulty.   

John 13:34-35 

 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 

another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  
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35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have 

love for one another."  

NKJV 

 

1 John 4:19-21 

19 We love Him because He first loved us.  

20 If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is 

a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has 

seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 21 And 

this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves 

God must love his brother also.  

NKJV 

 

God has created what we call common grace.  People of faith 

(Saved people), and people without faith (lost people) all 

experience common grace.  Both groups are under the blessings of 

God. For example, if you work the ground and plant seeds they 

will come up and produce a crop.  Plants do not just grow for 

saved people.  We all are blessed by rain, snow, and sun.  The sun 

shines on my house and my garden and also on the fields of the 

lost man.  A lost man can benefit from all the graces that God has 

introduced into our world.  That’s common grace.  This is not 

saving grace but it is good for all people.   

 

Two of the most prevalent problems:   

 

1.  Saved people make think they are special and that they  

should get all the sunshine and no rain. Many Christians 

think that they are better than their enemies, and that they 

should be treated better because they are more holy or 

because they're Pharisees. 

 



13 
 

2.  Lost people think the same thing. They have no faith and 

don't acknowledge God at all, but expect a God that “doesn't 

exist” to bless them and make their world perfect and free of 

pain. If God doesn't do this, then they are not going to serve 

him or acknowledge Him.  If they do not get sunshine, they 

curse God or say He is not benevolent.  

 

Now, both of these views are wrong. God created the perfect world 

and Adam messed it up. Man is the one that plummeted this 

world into depravity. All men live in a world where blessings and 

pain thrive. How the Christian handles common grace 

proves who he is.  Unfortunately many Christians act just like 

lost men because they expect God to meet every need that they 

have without ever being challenged by trials, suffering, or poor 

circumstances.  When it comes to our response to God, many 

Christians cannot be identified as such.  Job is our spiritual litmus 

test. He never cursed God and He even said that he would trust 

God if he were slain.   

Job 13:15 

15 Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him; 

I will surely defend my ways to his face.  

NIV 

 

John MacArthur says that, the greatest criticism of Christians is 

that they do not love each other and don’t live up to their faith.  

 

How we respond to pain, persecution, and problems, can, and will 

be, either a great witness or a poor witness to others.  We have 

gained and lost some great Christians to common grace.  We have 

also gained and lost some infidels because of common grace. 
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When  it comes to salvation, we all start at the same place… the 

bottom of depravity and in need of a Savior.  

 

 God’s grace doesn’t fall upon us because we are special; God’s 

grace falls upon us because we are hopeless.  If God loves all men 

and women, then so should we.   

 

IV.  Personal application and closing: 

 A second my heart exceeds the love of the wicked Pharisees.  

 When an enemy is blessed, how do you take it? 

 Are you jealous when others are prospered? 

 No one deserves even common grace. 

 Exceed the love of the Pharisees, even pagans can do that. 

 

Illustration: After a very difficult time at a previous church 

there were many people who saw me in the grocery store and 

turned away from me and went down another aisle. That was the 

most childish and hurtful thing the many of my former friends 

participate in. It took time, but God brought the truth to the 

surface and I was vindicated. During that time, I continue to love 

like God loves, I rose above the clamor and noise of persecution 

and childish pettiness. I learned some valuable lessons, and one of 

those lessons was that God's reputation is way more important 

than mine. God always vindicates the righteous. During that time, 

God gave me Psalm 4:3 to help me through it. The Psalm says 

this, “know that the Lord has set apart the godly for himself.” My 

job was to be godly and to know that God would use me if I were  

godly, and that's all that really mattered to me anyway. 

 

Verse 48 is called by MacArthur, the goal of the gospel.  That’s 

really all that matters anyway; are you like Jesus?  The word 

perfect here is the word teleios.  This word means complete and 
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finished.  God wants us to be mature and complete.  Jesus said, “it 

is finished.”  The job or task was complete.  Just obey God and 

don’t worry about what others are doing.   

 

Strive for this type of perfect love of which Jesus speaks.   

 

Matt 19:25-26 

25 When His disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, 

saying, "Who then can be saved?" 26 But Jesus looked at them 

and said to them, "With men this is impossible, but with God all 

things are possible." 

 

Anyone can love a friend; love your enemies! 

 

Closing:  Soldier at Curtis.  A difficult drill sergeant to love.   

 

     

 

 


