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The Divine Confrontation: Message 2 
 Acts of Righteousness- “Prayer” 

Matthew 6:5-15  Part 1 
Jerry Grey - 3-14, 12-22 

Introduction: 

Matt 6:5-15 
5 "And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love 
to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be 
seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward 

in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and 
pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees 
what is done in secret, will reward you. 7 And when you pray, do 

not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard 
because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your 

Father knows what you need before you ask him.  
9 "This, then, is how you should pray: 

"'Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,  
10 your kingdom come, 

your will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  

11 Give us today our daily bread.  
12 Forgive us our debts, 

as we also have forgiven our debtors.  
13 And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from the evil one.'  
 

14 For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive 

men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.  
NIV 

 
Our topic and text are glorious ones today. 
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Millions of sermons have been written on this passage.  Likewise, 
millions of devotions have been written on this topic. 
Prayer is an enormous subject, which needs more than just this 
text and this message to explain, communicate, and explore so as 
to have an exhaustive handle on prayer. 
 
I don’t think I have to talk you into the importance of prayer. 
 
Quote:  Andrew Murray, “Power with God is the highest 
attainment of the life of full abiding.” (Preface, with Christ in the 
School of Prayer). 
 
The more like Christ we become will be reflected in our prayers.  
Why? Because the main job of Christ is finished except one thing. 
 

Hebrews 7:23-25 
23 Now there have been many of those priests, since death 
prevented them from continuing in office; 24 but because Jesus 
lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. 25 Therefore he is 
able to save completely those who come to God through him, 
because he always lives to intercede for them. 

NIV 
 

If prayer is the job of the Great High Priest, and the Great High 
Priest calls us priests, then what should our job be? 

Intercession! 

Do you have power with God?  If you don’t, Why? 

If I had to pick my greatest spiritual weakness, it would have to be 
prayer.  I love to study, dig, preach, read and seek God always.  
Yet, to sit for long hours in prayer is just boring to me.  I like a bit 
more active prayer life.   
 
I like to pray as I go.  I like to pray and live. It helps me focus. 
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I thank God for those who can sit focused on God for hours in 
intercession, i.e., Moody, Jerry Falwell, Andrew Murray. 

Quote:  Dr. Rogers used to say, “Sorrow looks back, worry looks                                                    
around, faith looks up…” May I add, prayer calls out! 

Quote:  M. Henry – “Prayer is the door of the morning and the   

bolt of the evening.” 

We may not learn all there is to know about prayer; but ONE 

thing is necessary, just do more of it –  

To simply show the beauty of our topic, how many of you would 

say to me, “I’m good, Bro. Jerry, I prayed enough today.” 

Prayer is like oxygen – Just can’t get enough. 

Context:  Explain 6:1. “Acts of Righteousness.” 

We left the 6 Antitheses and now study 3 Acts of Righteousness. 

1. Giving Alms 

2. Praying 

3. Fasting 

In each “Act” Jesus speaks of how the hypocrites do each act 

and then directs us how to do the act properly. 

1. Giving Alms… from the first message in chapter 6.   

1. A temptation to avoid 

2. A truth to acknowledge (Acts of compassion/mercy) 

3. A treasure to acquire   

 

2. Prayer – Jesus deals with 3 areas on prayer. 

 

I.  It’s Secrecy (or how not to pray) - verses 5-6 

 First – not if you pray, but “when.” 
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 ὅταν” – (hotan) while you are praying.  The assumption is 

that we do pray. 

 Don’t – Pray like the hypocrites – the super critical liars. 

Jesus will teach us to pray in vv. 9ff but now the    

admonition is, don’t. We are taught how to pray and how 

not to not pray. 

 Remember hypocrite was a term used in the theater.  A 

role player is a mask wearer.  One who play acts.   

~In other words, Prayer is a serious matter. 

 

Illustration:  For the most part – even in a secular setting, when 

men begin to pray, people stop talking and moving. 

If you walk into a room and people are praying, you immediately 

feel uncomfortable because you interrupted their conversation 

with God. 

Greek:  “Standing” – The hypocrites would go to the street 

corners and go into the synagogues to pray. 

“Standing” is ἵστημι - it means to abide, set (up) to present 

establish or hold up.   

So obviously, we may gather from this that the Pharisees were not 

just trying to impress folks with their praying in a small way. 

They were setting up shop out in the open to be seen and heard. 

* This was a Big show! They got on the corners of the streets.  

Corner has as its root gonu, which is the word for knee.  This 

refers to an angle.  The bend of the knee makes a 90 degree angle.   

Do you know anybody on TV or radio that puts on a show?  Do 

you know any churches that fool people with emotionalism?  I’ve 
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seen great secular worship services before.  They are just 

worshipping the wrong God. 

The Don't – Don’t be like the hypocrites 

The Damage – Loss of reward 

• If we are more concerned with what men think than with what 

God thinks – we get man’s reward.   

“So that” also implies rewards for praying.  Listen – People don’t 

pray because they don’t get their desired results, and they don’t 

think it works.   

This implies a future reward in heaven.  A reward for praying.  

And we are not really told what it is.  Awesome!  Serendipity!  

How fun is that. 

For every prayer you think has gone unanswered on earth, God 

has answered it – and there will be rewards for the labor of 

prayer. 

"We don’t just pray in the work of God; prayer is the  
work of God!!” 

 
Verse 6: 

 Don't – Be like the Pharisees. 
 Damage – Don’t lose your rewards. 

Do – Pray in secret. 
 

Context wise, Jesus is not saying that public prayer is wrong. He 

is speaking in juxtaposition to what the hypocrites were doing.  

We should all have a time of quiet, uninterrupted pray with God 

in private each day.   
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Illustration:  

If a group of Woodlake Baptist Church (WBC) people decided to 

go to the Monroe Town Square and stand on the corner and pray 

for our leaders of Walton County, is that wrong?  No. 

If we come to WBC's sanctuary during the middle of the week and 

lay down on the altar to pray, is that wrong?  No. 

• Look in verse 2 – Is it wrong to give to the needy in church?  No. 

If that were the case, then we could not give and pray in worship, 
which are both commanded by God.   

•Look in verse 16 – Is it wrong to fast?  No.   

- Just don’t do it like the Pharisees.  

• Look at 6:1 – That's the context.  Don’t do your "Acts of 

Righteousness" before men to be seen. 

Verse 6 simply is a statement that should be taken with a small 

amount of discernment; verse 6 tells us that in order to get the 

heart right for public prayer, one needs time alone in one's 

personal prayer closet! God, not man, is the focus of our prayer.   

Illustration:   

The Book " I am a Church Member" 

There was a place in the book that talked about prayer.  I gave 

each member one of those books a few years ago. A chapter was 

there about taking an oath to pray for your church and Pastor.  

Did you commit to pray for me? 

At least pray for me as much as you criticize.  It might help me.  

And I'm sure you need the practice. 

* Have you ever read the book? I have some left over if you need 

one.    
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• So Jesus teaches that men should have a personal prayer time. 

Greek:  "Closet" ταμεῖον (tameion) 

A chamber or storehouse or cut out section in an oriental,  ground 

floor home.  A closet. 

Today, we have studies and bonus rooms. 

The point is not that God can't see you in public, God sees you 

always.  The point is that for you to accomplish the goals of 

prayer, you have to take it seriously and get away from men and 

focus on God. 

Prayer Needs: 

1. Privacy – Prayer is admission of need.  A place to be 

vulnerable.  (κλείω – Shut the)  (θύρα – Door) 

2. Attention – Focus 

3. Planning – Lists 

4. Commitment – Dedication – It's Hard. 

If you have time for gossip, Facebook (FB), Twitter and TV, you 

have time to pray. 

Greek: 

κρυπτός – (secret, cryptic) 

 "Unknown" –   Mysterious, Hidden,  
Enigmatic, Puzzling, Ambiguous  

 
The purpose of quiet prayer that is uninterrupted is so that you 
can learn about our hidden mysterious God. 
 
* The point of all this is so that you can pray privately and learn to 
see God with your heart, not your eyes. The God of the secret             
sees you in secret and rewards your private prayers.   
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* The point Jesus is making is a comparison between men and 
   God. Men are finite and temporal.  God is infinite and eternal. 
 
* Who would you rather give your attention to? 
 
Who would you rather talk with?  A God who is concealed and 
veiled in glory or men who the bible tells us completely about. 
 

Jeremiah 33:3 
3 Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and 

unsearchable things you do not know. 

NIV 

God is unsearchable – He has to reveal the fortified.   

Men are depraved, unrighteous, wicked manipulating and cruel, 

disgusting. 

Go to God to get your reward! 

Luke 18:1-5 
18 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they 

should always pray and not give up 2He said: "In a certain town 

there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men. 
3And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with 

the plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.' 4"for some time 

he refused.  But finally, he said to himself, 'Even though I don’t 

fear God or care about men, 5yet because this widow keeps 

bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t 

eventually wear me out with her coming.’” 

NIV 

Sincerity moves God, not babbling. 

Jerry Grey – "Don’t lose an eternal reward for a human pat on  
                             the back.” Human recognition is very brief. God’s  
                             reward is eternal.” 
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II. The Sincerity of Prayer vv. 7-8 

Two Main Lessons Here: 

1. Eloquence and length are of no value 

2. Prayer is not done to get stuff 

Verse 7: Greek: Babblings –  

Battos – Stammering, vain repetitions, to stutter, tedious 
prating. A Proverbial stammerer, foolish chatter 
 
Logos – Word 
 
KJV – Vain Repetitions 
The Pharisees and Pagans (ethnikos) miss the imp0rtance of 
sincerity. 
 

They believe in paganism.  If you pray enough, God will hear. If 

you sacrifice enough, God will hear.  If we work hard turning a 

wheel or hitting our back with a whip, God will hear. 

* We Baptist do the same. 

• Folks, it’s about sincerity and practice of the heart. 

• God’s not impressed if you pray in the KJV language. 

• An eloquent infidel is still an infidel.  But the smallest sincere 

    child can shake the throne room of God. 
 
Prayer is not an attempt to get stuff, or get God on my side or to 
inform God about anything, or get ten thousand people praying… 
it’s about sincerity.  
 
Prayer is for the purpose of building my relationship with God.  
It’s about the time I spend with Him. 
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     * You will become like those you spend time with. 
 

That’s why some people act like the Devil. 
 

Luke 18:9-14 
9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and 
looked down on everyone else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two 

men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 
tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 

‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, 
evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice 

a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 
13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even 

look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy 
on me, a sinner.’ 

14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home 
justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be 

humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
NIV 

 
I don’t mean to be crass, but that’s why the heathen say, 
 “We are going out to raise some hell.” 
 
* They are actually acting out their father’s presence.  
 
* The key ingredients of prayer – Honesty and sincerity, humility.  

Greek:   
“They will be heard”- Passive - Subject receives the action of the 
verb.   Could be deponent translated as an active.  That they may 
be heard or will be heard.   
 
Future Pass - They want to be heard themselves.  Not active so 
that God will hear them, but that they like to hear themselves. – 
That’s pompous.  May even be sick! People often are proud of 
their eloquence as they talk to God. He is not impressed.        
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Verse 8:  The greatest truth of prayer.  The purpose for your 
sincerity. He already knows the need  before you ask. 
 
Greek: 
“Need,”  χρεία – chreia 
Means employment, affairs, business requirements, destitution, 
demands.  πρό - before you ask – He knows it. Now, what pagan 
god can do that? 
 
* Yet, we have not because we ask not! 
 

Application:  vv. 9-14 is a model prayer – We will take it apart 
and study Point III next time.  

 
The System of Prayer 

 
Secrecy, Sincerity, System 
 
Closing:  Notice the word “Father” 
No less than 8 times it is used.  Prayer is meaningless unless God 
is your Father. 
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The Divine Confrontation: Message 3 
"The Disciples Prayer" 

Acts of Righteousness: “Prayer” Part 2 
Jerry Grey WBC - 3/23/14, 12-1-22 

Matthew 6:9-13 
 
Introduction: Recap 
 

In his book, The Crisis of the Christ, Dr. G. Campbell Morgan 
points out that there were seven major crises in the life of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. At each one of these crises the Lord can be seen 
at prayer. The disciples, impressed by the uniqueness of the 
Lord's prayer life (so refreshingly different from the stilted, 

formal, ostentatious, and hypocritical prayer style of the religious 
leaders of His day), came to Him and said:  

"Lord, teach us to pray."   
He did.  He taught them the basic principles of  

prayer in this little gem. 
 
I agree with G. Campbell Morgan, but I also read many passages 
in scripture that show Jesus alone with His God and His word.  
We are not always privy to the style, eloquence and sincerity of 
Jesus' prayer life. 
 
Thank God His disciples did ask Jesus to teach them to pray 
(Luke 11:2-4). His response was, “This is how you should pray.” 
 
Church, if He prayed, we must pray! 
 
Context:  3 Acts of Righteousness 

1. Giving to the needy 
2. Praying 
3. Fasting 
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The Admonition for all 3 

 Don’t be like the Hypocrites 

 Be sincere 

I call this section the disciples model prayer.  Not a prayer to be 

simply repeated.  This is the system or the model of prayer. 

We have looked at the Secrecy and Sincerity of prayer and now 

we look at its System. 

Can you say with the Disciples… 
 

Luke 11:1-2 
One day Jesus was praying in a certain place.  When he finished, 

one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as 
John taught his disciples." 2He said to them, "When you pray, say: 

Father, 
hallowed be your name 

Your kingdom come. 
NIV 

 
These men may not have always heard what Jesus said in prayer, 
but they did see him pray.  They saw His passion and dedication 
to God's will and to His relationship with God. 
 

Mark 6:45-46 
45 Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go 

on ahead of him to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the 
crowd. 46 After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to 

pray. 
NIV 

 
Matthew 26:40-41 

40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them 
sleeping. “Could you men not keep watch with me for one 
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hour?” he asked Peter. 41 “Watch and pray so that you will not fall 
into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

NIV 
 

Luke 6:12-14 
12 One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and 
spent the night praying to God. 13 When morning came, he called 

his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also 
designated apostles:  

NIV 
 

Luke 9:28-29 
28 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and 
James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray. 29 As he 

was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes 
became as bright as a flash of lightning. 

NIV 
 
    The Disciples’ Prayer Continued 

3. The System of Prayer 

Part 2 
 

What to keep in mind as you pray. 

1. The Person of God – Verse 9-  Father:   When you pray, 
say Father. 
 
What should this do to our hearts when we address God as 
Father? 

Greek:  He is the Heavenly Father, not simply an earthly Father. 

         Πατηρ - Pater – Patriarch, Father or Parent. 

a. He is the Father of the Universe.  He is not Mother Earth, 
Mother Nature or the Man Upstairs.  He is the Creator. 
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b. He is Progenitive – Capable of offspring,  connected to or 
with – the reason for offspring.  Progenitor – origin of the 
copy.  We are not God, but we are made in His image.  We 
have His likeness.  May I coin a term?  He is the pre-generate 
– To produce or cause something to happen.  To define or 
originate. 
 
When you pray – remember you are talking to the Existing 
One.  He is the reason you exist.  When you pray, know that 
you are speaking to the Maker, Creator of all things – and He 
created you. Yet, He is God of all but Father to some. 
No FOGBOM. Fatherhood of God The Brotherhood of Man.  
People think we are all related and all are God’s children.  
That’s not true.   
 

c. Filial (fill-ee-ul) Relationship – of or due from a son or 
daughter.  Bearing the relation of offspring. 

The reason we address him as Father is because we are sons 
and daughters. 

John 17:9-10 
I pray for them.  I am not praying for the world, but for those 

you have given me, for they are yours. 
NIV 

John 1:12-13 

12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 

children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision 
or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

 
~You were given the right to be His son or daughter. 
 

Greek:  Right -   ἐξουσία (exousia) Authority – Power, 
Jurisdiction, Liberty, Strength, Right = Ability. 
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The Pharisees had an argument with Jesus about Sonship-   
they lost. 

John 8:39-41 
39 “If you were Abraham’s children, "said Jesus, “then you would 

do the things that Abraham did. 40 As it is, you are determined to 
kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from 

God. Abraham did not do such things. 41 You are doing the things 
your own father does.”  (The Devil) 

“We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only 
Father we have is God himself.” 

NIV 
 

Make sure you know who your Father is!!! Make sure He is your 
Father. Notice Paul's explanation concerning filial or Sonship 
relations. 
 

Roman 8:15-17 
15For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to 

fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.  And by him we cry, 
"Abba, Father." 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that 

we are God's children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs 
– heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his 

sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 
NIV 

 
When you pray – cry out to your Daddy (Abba Father).  He is a 
Father, a tender loving Shepherd.  A Daddy. 
 
If He is your Father, you will display His characteristics.  We are 
adopted, yet, transformed. 
 
Illustration: A physical, natural adoption even does this.  Arturs 
(Young boy who came from Romania to be adopted) turned into a 
redneck when he came here.  That's all he wanted.  He started 
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picking up our southern slang & charm. A Latvian Redneck – 
Ain't that cool? 
 
He asked me about the waffle house waitress – "Is that a redneck? 
I said, “Yes.” 

God is not your neighbor; He's not just a friend; He's so much 
more than that – He's your Father!  Your Daddy. 

* To pray properly you must know who God is and He must be 
your Daddy.  You must be in the family. 

Our view of God may be skewed so badly we are afraid to 
approach Him as a loving Father. 
 
Illustration:  In the book "The God You Can Know" – Dan 
DeHaan- I learned a great lesson.  Some 30 years ago, I read this 
book.  He said, "Many people view God the way they view 
their earthly fathers."  That may be good or bad.  At that time, 
I was doubting my salvation to the point of torment.  I wanted so 
desperately to please God.  I read about Martin Luther's journey 
to faith and his attempts to please God with starvation, lying 
naked in the snow and punishments. Many people simply cannot 
see God as a loving Father. You don't need to punish yourself 
because Christ has been punished for you.  Many people see God 
as they see their earthly father.  If you had a bad relationship with 
your father you may be having a bad relationship with God. The 
two are not the same.   
 
* Expiation and Propitiation= Biblical theology teaches us that we 
are not only forgiven but the wrath of God has been removed.  We 
are cleansed and forgiven and because of Christ atonement the 
wrath of God has been appeased.   
      
You can’t compare God to your earthly father.  You may have been 
physically or verbally abused by your earthly father – God is not 
like that.  Many people are still trying to please unreasonable 
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parents that expect too much of them.  Then they are saved and 
project those same unreachable expectations onto their Father in 
heaven.  Folks, Jesus is between you and God and He has fulfilled 
all God’s expectations. The Father has never said of any man, “this 
is my Son in whom I am well pleased.”  That statement is reserved 
for Jesus, and Jesus only.  
 

Luke 11:9-13 
9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will 

find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone 
who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, 

the door will be opened. 
11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a 

snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a 
scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in 

heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
NIV 

 
I read DeHaan's book and came away with this – My earthly 
father was jealous of me.  I was smarter, bigger, and saved.  He 
hated that.  He was intimidated by me – so he mistreated me. 
 
But when I was saved – I found a real Father.  A Father to go with 
a godly mother the Lord gave me. My siblings experienced the 
same.   

Ps 27:10 
10 Though my father and mother forsake me, 

the Lord will receive me. 
NIV 

 
He said, "I will not leave you as orphans." 
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John 14:18-20 
18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before 
long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. 

Because I live, you also will live.  
NIV 

 
God knows how to answer our prayers.  If we pray for fish, he 
doesn't give snakes. 
 

Homework: 
Illustration: 
I don’t have the time here to show you all this, but I have found in 
my study a great side by side comparison with the Lord's Prayer 
and Psalm 23. 
 
Read them both and see the similarities. David knew how to pray.  
David called God, Shepherd. We call Him Daddy. 

Let me get you started. 

To David, God was: (All these are in the Model Prayer) 
 

1. Personal- My Shepherd 
2. Provider- Shall not want. 
3. Protector- The rod and staff.      
4. Paths. Guide me in paths.   
5. Purity. Sanctifies, He demands purity.  
6. Provisions. Fulfills, Contentment- Green Pastures, Lying 

Down,  Still Waters 
7. Preeminent. His Name – for His Glory. 

 
If you are to pray properly, you need to see three things that 
David teaches us in Psalm 23.  Jesus also teaches us the same 
three things in Matthew 6:9ff in the disciple's prayer. 
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 To pray properly to the Father, you must understand three 
important biblical facts. 
 

1. God is Sovereign 
2. God is Holy 
3. God is to be Glorified 

 

When you pray to your Father, approach Him as a Sovereign 
Holy God who shares His Glory with no one.  

If we are praying to a Holy and Sovereign God, that means 
we can trust the outcome to Him; then our motivation and 
passion becomes His Glory.  When we pray for His Glory, we 
will see enormous spiritual movement. 

8. Present help.  Continue with Psalm 23 – 

Hope, sustainer, eternal life, speaks of death as a valley only. 
Death only a shadow.  Present Help – No fear with His 
presence – He comforts. Teaches – Rod – Rebukes,  Staff – 
Rescues, 23:5 Power, Victory, Healer, quips, Anoints, 
23:6Persistent & Perpetual, Goodness/Mercy, Eternal 
Dwelling, Psalm 23 is the Model Prayer – Check it out! 

 

2. The Person of God:  He is in heaven.   

Heaven – Second – Our God or Father is in Heaven. 
 
* Now remember this first section deals with the Person of God. 
 
For God to be "In" Heaven speaks volumes.  Not only does He live 
in Heaven, He created it. 
 
His Person = He is Spirit. 
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Actually, He doesn't even need Heaven.  If He doesn't need 
heaven, what's it for?  He's actually omnipresent!  He is Spirit. 
 
Heaven was created for you.  God, your Father has chosen to 
create a place to dwell with us. "It's called Heaven." 
The person of God (In Jesus) lives in heaven – on a throne, and 
He has chosen to save us so we could live eternally with Him. 
 

Rev 21:1-4 
 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven 

and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any 
sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her 

husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
"Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live 

with them. They will be his people, and God himself will 
be with them and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or 
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away."  

NIV 
 
The Virgin Birth and incarnation assures us of a person you may 
touch and see when you get to heaven. 
 
Those who worship must worship in Spirit and in Truth because 
God is Spirit.  Yet, in John 14 we are told this about heaven. 
 

John 14:1-4 
14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in 

me. 2 In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, 
would I have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for 

you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
back and take you to be with me that you also may be 

where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.” 
NIV 
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The thief on the cross went to paradise when he died, but Jesus 
has been creating a new heaven for us since He left. 
 
Heaven is transcendent.  Heaven is transcendent because Jesus is 
transcendent.  Surpassing, a part of the Supreme being, a cut 
above, existing apart from the material universe. 
 
In good ole country preacher terms – "He ain't like you and 
heaven ain't like this corrupt world we are stuck in." 

 
If that be the case – How does that change the way I pray? 
 
Heaven is in a different realm. Heaven is in a sphere where time 
has no restraints.  Sin has no influence and there is absolutely, 
positively no way to enter that place without being born again.  
Flesh and blood cannot enter the kingdom of heaven,  
(1 Corinthians 15:50). 
 
Heaven reflects the characteristics of God. 
 
Heaven is: Promised, pure, perpetual, personal, peaceful, 
powerful, private, protected, planned, purposeful, and so much 
more.  
 
**If that be the case, then heaven is the storehouse of eternal 
blessings that reflect the Person of God. 
 
Illustration: I have not met too many people who would say to 
me, "I don’t want to go to heaven." Even infidels, pagans, or 
heathens talk about nirvana, heaven, or some utopia. Even the 
lost know this is not all there is.  
 
* Heaven is actually the great mystery of the universe. 

To admit that heaven exists, you have to admit that God exists, 
and that He created heaven.  To accept Heaven is to believe that 
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there is a spiritual door we go through, somewhere – that takes us 
to God. To accept heaven is to also accept Hell.  Now we see the 
Person of God in a different light. 

**You see, "People" don’t go to heaven when they die.  Redeemed 
people go to heaven when they die. People don’t go to hell, lost 
people go to hell. You see, heaven is not just some place "up 
there."  What's up to you, will be down to someone on the other 
side of the globe. 

Heaven is not a mistake nor a product of some spiritual evolution.  
Heaven was planned, it was created with purpose. 

**Heaven reflects the Person of God. 

Heaven is so important that God speaks of it often in 
scripture. 

Matthew 13 actually gives us the parables of the kingdom, which 
speak of heaven and what it's like. 

The Kingdom of Heaven is like:  

Matt 13:11 
11 He replied, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of 

heaven has been given to you, but not to them. 
NIV 

 
Matt 13:24-25 

24 Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is 
like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while 

everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among 
the wheat, and went away.  

NIV 
 

Matt 13:31 
31 He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like 

a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field.  
NIV 
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Matt 13:33 
33 He told them still another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is 

like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of 
flour until it worked all through the dough."  

NIV 
 

Matt 13:44-48 
44 "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. 

When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and 
sold all he had and bought that field.  

45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for 
fine pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went away 

and sold everything he had and bought it.  
47 "Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let 

down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. 48 
NIV 

 
Matt 13:52 

52 He said to them, "Therefore every teacher of the law who has 
been instructed about the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of 
a house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as 

old."  
NIV 

 
Matt 16:18-19 

18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build 
my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  19 I will 

give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 

will be loosed in heaven." 
 

Matt 18:1-4 
 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is the 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven?"  
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2 He called a little child and had him stand among them. 3 And he 
said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little 

children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 
Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest 

in the kingdom of heaven.  
NIV 

 
Matt 18:23-24 

23 "Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted 
to settle accounts with his servants.  

NIV 
 

Matt 19:12 
12 For some are eunuchs because they were born that way; others 
were made that way by men; and others have renounced marriage 
because of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this 

should accept it."  
NIV 

 
Matt 19:14-15 

 Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these."  15 
When he had placed his hands on them, he went on from there.  

NIV 
 

Matt 19:23-24 
23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the truth, it is hard 

for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I tell 
you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 

for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."  
NIV 

 
Matt 20:1-2 

"For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 
early in the morning to hire men to work in his vineyard. 2 He 
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agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his 
vineyard.  

NIV 
 

Matt 22:1-3 
Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 "The kingdom of 

heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his 
son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the 

banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.  
NIV 

 
Matt 23:13 

13 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! 
You shut the kingdom of heaven in men's faces. You yourselves 

do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to.  
NIV 

 
Matt 25:1-5 

"At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who 
took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of 

them were foolish and five were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their 
lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4 The wise, however, 
took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a 

long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.  
NIV 

Knowing heaven is tied to the Person of God should change the 
way we approach Him in prayer. 

 
2 Corinthians 5:1-2 

1Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we 
have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built 
by human hands.  2 Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed 

instead with our heavenly dwelling, 
NIV 
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Philippians 3:20-21 
20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior 

from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that 
enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform 

our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 
NIV 

 
*When you pray, you are just calling home. 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 
16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet 
call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we 

who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be 
with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with 

these words. 
He is sitting ready to come and get us.  That changes how we pray. 
Paul speaks of what heaven means to our earthly bodies. 

 
1 Corinthians 15:44-49 

44 If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 So it is 
written: “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last 

Adam, a life-giving spirit. 46 The spiritual did not come first, but 
the natural, and after that the spiritual. 47 The first man was of the 

dust of the earth, the second man from heaven. 48 As was the 
earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the man 
from heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 49 And just as 

we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the 
likeness of the man from heaven. 

NIV 

Hebrews 12:23 
23 to the church of the firstborn, whose names are  

written in heaven. 
NIV 
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When you pray – God, your Father hears you.  

1 Peter 3:21-22 
21It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone 
into heaven and is at God's right hand – with angels, authorities, 

and powers in submission to him. 
NIV 

 
Confidence comes from knowing Jesus is in this position – a 

resurrected state. 

Illustration:  Hebrews 10:19ff  Read with congregation. 

Heb 10:19-25 

19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most 

Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way 

opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and since 

we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw 

near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having 

our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and 

having our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold 

unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is 

faithful. 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on 

toward love and good deeds. 25 Let us not give up meeting 

together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage 

one another — and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  

NIV 

 

3.  The Person of God:  Hallowed be your name 

Aorist – passive imperative. We are to recognize Him as Holy. 
ἁγιάζω  hagiazō – Holy, sanctified hallow. So, when you pray, 
hallow or make His Name Holy. Imperative – What is it?  A 
command. Passive - Done to His name.  
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* It goes without saying that God's Name, and God, are Holy.  
Jesus is not making a statement of fact here.  He is giving a 
command! When you pray – Hallow His name. Speak to God as 
He is… Holy. His name refers to His character, His existence, His 
person, and authority. 
 
Quote: Blomberg, "All that God stands for should be treated as 

Holy and Honored because of his perfection and goodness. 

How does His Holiness affect the way I pray? 

"All prayers are judged and answered from the foundation of His 

Holiness." – Jerry Grey 

 If He is Holy, He cannot deny Himself. 

 If He is righteous, he cannot answer prayers in a wrong way. 

 If He is eternal, he is immutable and cannot change. 

When I pray – If I ask for something that is contrary to His 

Holiness, I will be denied.  God cannot answer prayer without 

taking into account His Holiness. 

If I pray to make His name Holy and reflect His Glory – I will see 

enormous spiritual movement. 

Remember – 3 Basics to Prayer: 

1. His Sovereignty 

2. His Holiness 

3. His Glory 

Comparison 

         God        Man 

Sovereignty       Impotent 

   Holy        Wicked 

        Glorious                     Prideful 



30 
 

In Isaiah 6 we read these words. 

Isaiah 6:1-8 
6In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a 

throne, high and exalted and the train of his robe filled the 

temple. 2 Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two 

wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their 

feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they were calling to one 

another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; 

    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook 

and the temple was filled with smoke. 
5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean 

lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have 

seen the King, the Lord Almighty.” 
6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, 

which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched 

my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is 

taken away and your sin atoned for.” 
8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 

send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

NIV 

 

Yes, He is my ABBA Father – My Daddy – But He is a powerful 

Daddy.  His Holiness demands respect. Men today blaspheme 

God.  They curse God.  They take His name and use it as a curse 

word.  They think because they are not punished, they are free to 

continue cursing.  Remember – He is Holy, and His wrath is 

likewise Holy.  His anger is on the rise to deal with sinful men.  He 

does not fly off the handle.  But His Holiness will not allow sin to 

go unpunished. 
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**The command is for us to hallow His Name. 

Luke 21:35-36 
35For it will come upon all those who live on the face of the whole 
earth. 36Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to 

escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to 
stand before the Son of Man. 

NIV 
 

2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 
7This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in 

blazing fire with his powerful angels. 8He will punish those who 

do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 

 

Revelation 14:17-20 
17 Another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had 

a sharp sickle. 18 still another angel, who had charge of the fire, 
came from the altar and called in a loud voice to him who had the 

sharp sickle, "Take your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of 
grapes from the earth's vine, because its grapes are ripe. 19 The 

angel swung his sickle on the earth, gathered its grapes, and threw 
them into the great winepress of God's wrath. 20They were 

trampled in the winepress outside the city, and blood flowed out 
of the press, rising as high as the horses' bridles for a distance of 

1,600 stadia.  

NIV 

 

Now remember – When you pray, Hallow His Name.  The 
command it to place Holiness into our prayers for a Holy God. 

 

Closing:  Very simply put.  We see the Person of God in that He is 
Father in Heaven- He's Holy. Pray to your Father, In Heaven.  
pray, knowing He is Holy.  Pray with a sincere heart of truth as 
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you recognize His sovereignty, trust in His holiness, and bring 
Glory to His Name.  

 

Your first prayer has to be the Sinner's Prayer 

 


