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Sermon on the Mount Series: Message 5 
God's Provisions: Part 4 

"Sufficient Bread in a Paltry World" 
Jerry Grey 4-14; 12-22 

Matthew 6:11 
 

Introduction: 

As I sat and began to prepare this message my mind was flooded 
with memories of how I have experienced days of plenty and days 
of need over the last 30 years. 

My journey with Christ in the last 33 years has been one of 
extreme poverty and extreme blessings and a bit of balance right 
in the middle. 

I pray that as you listen to this message you will understand that I 
am quite like the Apostle Paul in that I have prayed , I pray now, 
and I have learned to be content in all situations as best as I can. 

I know that as I preach this, we have experienced several years of 
bad economic times and that many people have lost houses and 
land (2008, 2021 Covid).  I know some have prospered also.  Yet 
here we are.  No one has gone untouched by the difficulties. 

Nevertheless, I believe that each one of us should learn as much as 
we possibly can from this passage. 

I can't deny the truth of this text.  If we can't do as Paul did –  

We must learn to! 

Trust me when I say, "The quickest way for God to get your 
attention is by squeezing your pocketbook.” 

Philippians 4:10-13 
10 I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your 
concern for me. Indeed, you have been concerned, but you had no 
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opportunity to show it. 11 I am not saying this because I am in 
need, for I have learned to be content whatever the 

circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what 
it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in 

any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether 
living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do everything through him who 

gives me strength. 
 

Someone told us somewhere along the way that we are special, 
and we will never do without because God always gives us what 
we need. 

The problem rests in the word "need." What we "need" and what 
God thinks we need are two different things. 

Here's a thought – if the righteous Apostle Paul experienced 
"need" – You will too! 

Psalm 37:23-26 
23 The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord: and he 

delighteth in his way. 
24 Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for 

the Lord upholdeth him with his hand. 
25 I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the 

righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. 
26 He is ever merciful, and lendeth; and his seed is blessed. 

KJV 
 

God does, however, promise proper provisions, i.e., bread, for the 
day. 

God does not promise bread for unrighteous living or frivolous 
(wasteful) living. 

Here again, what do I mean by "frivolous," "wasteful?" 
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When a man comes up to me and ask for gas money and he is 
smoking or using an iPhone – It ain't happening. 

What if we somehow really cut the fat out.  What would that look 
like? 

Illustration:  Bro Charlie says that much of his financial 
counseling goes for naught because people are never prepared for 
cutting the fat.   

What actually is Bread? 

Jesus said to ask for it daily. 

Greek: ἄρτος  artos– it refers to bread or loaf. 

Strangely enough, its root comes from αἴρω which refers to 
raising up.  To lift up by implication. 

Figuratively, it refers to raising your voice.  Away with, or bear up, 
to put away (sin), to weigh anchor or sail away. 

I think it refers to what you raise up in your fields.  What you 
build or live in. 

* So ἄρτος refers really to spiritual and physical food.  
It's the “stuff” you need. 
 
* I think we can all agree that we all need shelter, food, family, 
     and Jesus.  A house, wife, insurance, etc. 
 
The first bread you need is Jesus.  In the Book of John, we find  
7 "I am" statements. 
 

1. Bread 6:35 
“I am the Bread of Life, he who comes to me will never go 
hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty." 
Light, Gate/Door, Good Shepherd, Resurrection & life,  
Way, Truth, Life, True Vine. 
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Bread is the universal symbol of life's basic needs, bottom 
line necessity. 
 
So, bread in its lowest common denominator, is promised to 
God's children. 
 

- Salvation first 
- Bread second 

 

So, John 6:35 could be translated like this – 

“I am the Need of Life, he who comes to me will 
never go spiritually hungry.” 

Greek:   

This Day – σήμερον  - On this day or in a literal sense, this 
moment.  Now!  (Old English – “hitherto”) 

“Give us” – δὸς  – from didomi, give, shew, make, deliver,                                                           
bestow. Aorist, active, imperative (No continual results) Right 
now – that’s it. 

When we bless our food, that’s what we are doing.  Thanking 
God for the food in front of us. 

Illustration: 

George Muller – In the orphanage. No food.  Brought the kids to 
the table and thanked God for the food they were about to receive. 
A bread truck turned over outside their Dom.  A knock on the 
door revealed a God who provided that moment. 
 
Why would God want us to live this way?  Sufficiency for a day! 

1. Stacking up bread for tomorrow can make us materialistic. 
 

Note:  Now, Note.  I’m not saying this it’s wrong to plan or save.  
Just saying, your spiritual and physical security is not in your 
savings account, 401k or stocks. 
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** God wants us to trust him with our future. 

Illustration: 

Some churches I know are in the savings account business instead 
of the gospel daily bread business.  The Glory departs when we 
stop trusting in God. 

Churches that are given large sums of money put a curse on the 
church when members quit giving.  No church should seek 
endowment.    

2. Living in tomorrow’s business will mess up today’s business. 

      Note:  Matthew 6:19-34 

      Right here in our chapter. 

Illustration: 

I have a pile of bird seed in my back yard.  I can’t keep up with the 
birds in my yard as I struggle to feed them every day.  Those little 
jockers can eat a ton.  I  can’t keep up, but God can. He can feed 
all the birds.  He can also feed you.   

Do you remember when I preached through 1 Kings.  These 
stories are so awesome.   

1 Kings 17:1-6 
1 Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As 
the Lord, the God of Israel, lives, whom I serve, there will be 
neither dew nor rain in the next few years, except at my 
word.” 2 Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah: 3 “Leave here 
and turn eastward and hide in the Kerith Ravine, east of the 
Jordan. 4 You will drink from the brook, and I have ordered the 
ravens to feed you there.” 5 So he did what the Lord had told him. 
He went and lived by the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan and 
stayed there.6 The ravens brought him bread and meat in the 
morning, and bread and meat in the evening, and he drank from 
the brook. 

NIV 
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2 Kings 4-1-7 
1 The wife of a man from the company of the prophets cried out to 

Elisha, “Your servant my husband is dead, and you know he 
revered the Lord. But now his creditor is coming to take my two 

boys to be his slaves.” 2 Elisha replied to her, “How can I help you? 
Tell me, what have you in your house?” “Your servant has nothing 
there at all, she said, “except a little oil.” 3 Elijah said, “Go around 

and ask all your neighbors for empty jars.  Don’t ask for just a 
few. 4 Then go inside and shut the door behind you and your sons. 

Pour oil into all the jars, and as each is filled, put it to one 
side.” 5 She left him and afterward shut the door behind her and 

her sons. They brought the jars to her and she kept 
pouring. 6 When all the jars were full, she said to her son, “Bring 

me another one.” But he replied, “There is not a jar left.” Then the 
oil stopped flowing. 7 She went and told the man of God, and he 
said, “Go, sell the oil and pay your debts. You and your sons can 

live on what is left.” 
NIV 

 

Illustration: One of my favorite signs is at Joe’s Crab Shack on 
the side of the building.  It reads: 

“Free Crabs tomorrow” 

Think about that – every time you read it, it’s always tomorrow 
when it’s free. 

Folks, why would God let us get into need? 

In Philippians, we saw how Paul learned to live with plenty and 
drought! What happened from the lack Paul suffered. 

1. We got his letter; it is in our bible. 
2. He built a great eternal relationship with the Philippian 

believers. 
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3. His faith was strengthened in his God and in his missionary 
work in Philippi.  

4. Paul learned to walk close to God for provisions.  The most 
important lesson. 

5. Paul learned the difference between the value of a spiritual 
blessing over a physical one. 

6. Paul learned what a true need was.   
 

Rom 8:32 
32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 

how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 
KJV 

Illustration: 

• Recovery room Nurses in college. They were always eating at 
work and shared with me many days.   

• My Mom in OR. I worked with mother in the next room.  I 
always had a back up for cash.   

• Best days of my life. I was closer to God then than any other 
time in life.   

• My days of “one meal at a time” are treasured memories. 

You know God can even use wicked people to feed you and pay 
your bills.  i.e., Egypt and Israel. 

 

What can interrupt God’s path of sufficient bread in your 
life? 

1. Dead Sea Giving – Your bread comes in but not out like the 
Dead Sea.  No tithing! 

2. Dead Sea Living – Greedy spirit.  I do not like greedy people. 
3. Dead Sea Sinning – Out of His will. 
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Matthew 6:33 – “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” KJV 

 

Illustration: Dr. Bradley called me on the phone while I was 
praying for money for tuition. That experience changed my life.  I 
know, He knows, I know, He cares. 

 

Closing:    Exodus 16 - Today’s Manna 

Remember – if you are in need, He is your Father; He is in 
Heaven; He is Holy; you are His child and have by way of your 
salvation entered His kingdom with purpose.   

You are a part of His purpose and plan.  You have been told to 
pray for sufficient bread for today. 

He is Sovereign. He is Holy. Pray that your need will bring glory to 
His name and see what happens, I dare you! 
 


