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Sermon on the Mount Series: Message 6 
Acts of Righteousness 

“Prayer” Part 5 
“God's Pardon, Sins and Obligations” 

Jerry Grey, 4-14, 1-23 
Matthew 6:12, 14-15 

 
Parts 5-7 contain some of the same material but were preached at 
different times.  There are three messages in the section of the 
closing.  Two of these messages are from Matthew 5:13. 
 
Introduction: 
Most commentaries put these three verses together, as I have 
done here.  I am coming to this text with a few questions that are 
unanswered at this time.  You will see as we go along what I mean. 

1. First, you will notice that vv.14-15 are very similar to v.12 but 
are also quite different. 
 

2. Second, you will notice that there is a verse between 12 and 
14-15.  If they mean the same thing, why say it twice. 
If the verses don’t mean the same thing, what is being said. 
 

3. I have a tendency to maybe over exegete here. Nonetheless, 
let's take a look and see. 

The New Testament has 5 words used for sin 

1. Hamartia – The most popular.  A shooting term that 
means to miss the mark. 

Romans 3:10; (there is none); Rom 3:23 (wages are dead). 

* We are not what we should be. 

2. Parabasis – Stepping across.  We step across the line of 
right and wrong.  Are we honest always?  Do we twist the 
truth?   Are we kind and courteous vs. selfish and harsh.  
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3. Paraptóma – Slipping across.  This is like a mistake or 
accident, error.  You didn’t mean to do it.  We often let words 
and deeds slip (3900).   
 

4. Anomia – Alpha Privative – The opposite of Nomos, Law.  
This is lawlessness.  (Presumptuous sin).  This is not a slip; 
you know the law, yet, break the law.           
i.e., Adam and Eve eating the forbidden.  Man’s first instinct 
is “You can’t make me.”  “I do as I please.” 
 

5. Opheilema – This is the word used in 6:12. It refers to debt.  
Not a financial or fiscal debt, but a spiritual debt.  A debt we 
simply could not pay. 
 

Barclay- “A failure to pay that which is due.”  Personally, I 
think it refers to financial and spiritual debt. 

Quote: 

“There can be no man who will ever dare claim that he has 
perfectly fulfilled his duty to God and man.  Such perfection 
does not exist among men.” – p.221. 

I really like this word – It describes our sinfulness perfectly. 

1. We are not respectful or honest in our horizontal relations. 
We treat others wrongly by not fulfilling our debt to the 
kingdom (after salvation). 
 

2. We are inwardly lacking in righteousness to God (vertically). 

Rogers – “a moral debt – moral obligation.” 

*Jesus said we should pray about that! 

Sin is what we do wrong…  hamartia debt. Opheilema is sin 
for what we should have done but failed to do. 
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Note:  

ὀφειλέτης - Romans 8:12 - Galatians 5:3  

Rom 8:12 
12 Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation — but it is not to 

the sinful nature, to live according to it.  
NIV 

 
Gal 5:3 

3 Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised 
that he is obligated to obey the whole law.  

NIV 
 

ὀφειλη - Matthew 18:32; Romans 13:7; Romans 4:4  

Matt 18:32 
32 "Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he 
said, 'I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 

NIV 
 

Rom 13:7 
7 Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if 

revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then 
honor.  

NIV 
 

Rom 4:4 
4 Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a 

gift, but as an obligation.  
NIV 

 

Nouns and verbs: ὀφειλη 2x - ὀφειλέτης 2x 

Romans 4 and Matthew 6   -  ὀφειλω – verb - 36x 

 



4 
 

There is an obligation beyond salvation.  When sin is forgiven 
(hamartia) you are free of sin, but an obligation by way of Love 
remains. 

I have an obligation to the kingdom. 

Luke, in his recording of this passage, uses the term hamartia.  
Jesus probably spoke in Aramaic.  If Greek, one writer chose a 
different Greek word. 

I think Matthew is trying to point out the significance between  
words. 

Matthew has a different audience.  He is teaching the Jews about 
their obligation. 

* So, I think at least, I have a biblical foundation to say that this                                            
   word carries more than just a single meaning of forgiving sin.            

   e.g.,  vs 

* I feel certain that there is a spiritual principle of restitution on 
   our part for forgiven sin. 
 

I say forgiven sin because your restitution is not your attempt to 
pay for your forgiveness.  It is a deep abiding desire in the heart of 
the believer to fix his life and forgive others as God forgave him 
because the believer is grateful.  

Do not go out and say Brother Jerry said we work for salvation 
and forgiveness.  Do go tell people you are working because you 
received forgiveness. 

 

Why is this principle so important? 

Sanctification is a command:   

1. Romans 8:12 – You have an obligation for holiness in your 
life after you get saved. 
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Love is a Command: 
 

2. Matthew 18:21-35 – You have an obligation to treat others as 
you have been treated. 
 

Matthew 18:21-35 
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, ‘Lord, how many times 
shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven 
times?’ 

22 Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven 
times.  

23 ‘Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to 
settle accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a 
man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to 
him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he 
and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay 
the debt. 

26 "The servant fell on his knees before him. “Be patient with me,” 
he begged, “and I will pay back everything.” 27 The servant’s 
master took pity on him, cancelled the debt and let him go. 

28 ‘But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow 
servants who owed him a hundred denarii.  He grabbed him and 
began to choke him. “Pay back what you owe me!” he demanded. 

29 "His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, “Be patient 
with me, and I will pay it back.” 

30 ‘But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown 
into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants 
saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went 
and told their master everything that had happened. 
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32 ‘Then the master called the servant in. “You wicked servant,” he 

said, “I cancelled all that debt (of yours because you 
begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow 
servant just as I had on you?” 34 In anger his master turned him 
over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he 
owed. 

35 "This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless 

you forgive your brother from your heart." 
NIV 

Verses 14-15 – The word here is trespasses – paraptómata to 
Error, fall, fault, offence, sin. 

 
(#3 word used for sin) of 5 – paraptóma, slipping across (i.e., 
ice); a mistake, accident, you didn’t mean to do it.  (saying 
something by letting it slip). Uses – 23x – Sins or trespasses 
 
Matthew 6:14, 18:35, Romans 4:25; 5:15, 16, 17, 18, 20; 11:11-12 
  2 Corinthians 5:19, Galatians 6:1, Ephesians 1:7, Ephesians 2:1,5 
  Colossians 2:13, James 5:16 
 

Rom 4:25 
25 He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to 

life for our justification.  
NIV 

 
Rom 5:15-20 

15 But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through 
the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, 

and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath 
abounded unto many. 

16 And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the 
judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many 

offences unto justification. 
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17 For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more 
they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of 

righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) 
 

18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all 
men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the 

free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. 
 

19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so 
by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. 

 
20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But 

where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: 
KJV 

 
Rom 11:11-12 

11 Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? 
Not at all! Rather, because of their transgression, salvation has 

come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious. 12 But if their 
transgression means riches for the world, and their loss means 
riches for the Gentiles, how much greater riches will their fullness 

bring!  
NIV 

 
Gal 6:1 

Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin (Fall or Fault), you who 
are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you 

also may be tempted.  
NIV 

 
2 Cor 5:19-20 

19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 
counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us 

the message of reconciliation.  
NIV 
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Eph 1:7 
7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 

sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace  
NIV 

 
Eph 2:1 

 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions 
(Paraptoma) and sins (hamartia)…  

NIV 
 

Eph 2:5 
5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 

transgressions (paraptóma)— it is by grace you have been 
saved.  
NIV 

May we say man’s greatest need is the forgiveness of sin.   

Dr. Rogers – “Man’s 3 greatest problems: Sin, Sorrow, Death 

Scriptures on Forgiveness 

John 20:21-23 
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent 

me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and 
said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone his sins, 

they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 
forgiven.” 

NIV 
 

Colossians 3:12-14   

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances 

you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave 
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you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 
together in perfect unity. 

NIV 
 

2 Corinthians 2:10-11 
10 If you forgive anyone, I also forgive him.  And what I have 

forgiven – if there was anything to forgive – I have forgiven in the 
sight of Christ for your sake, 11 in order that Satan might not 

outwit us.  For we are not unaware of his schemes.  
NIV 

 
Luke 17:1-4 

1 Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to sin are 
bound to come, but woe to that person through whom they 

come. 2 It would be better for them to be thrown into the sea with 
a millstone tied around his neck than for him to cause one of these 

little ones to sin. 3 So watch yourselves. 
“If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if they repent, forgive 

them. 4 Even if they sin against you seven times in a day and seven 
times come back to you saying ‘I repent,’ you must forgive them.” 

NIV 
 

If we don’t forgive: 

1. You will not be forgiven – cut off from blessings. 

2. A vile substance does more to the inside of the container. 

You can kill yourself with unforgiveness. 

3. You become self-righteous. 

4. You take God’s place – you determine who has the right to be 

forgiven.  It’s never good to try and take God’s place. 
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Forgiveness 

He who cannot forgive others breaks the bridge over which he 
must pass himself. 

George Herbert 
 

God pardons like a mother, who kisses the offense into everlasting 
forgiveness. 

Henry Ward Beecher 
 

The best thing to give to your enemy is forgiveness; to an 
opponent, tolerance; to a friend, your heart; to your child, a good 
example; to a father, deference; to your mother, conduct that will 
make her proud of you; to yourself, respect; to all men, charity. 

Arthur J. Balfour 
 
“I can forgive, but I cannot forget,” is only another way of saying, 
“I cannot forgive.” 

Henry Ward Beecher 
 
This is certain, that a man that studieth revenge keeps his wounds 
green, which otherwise would heal and do well. 

Francis Bacon 
 

God has a big eraser. 
Billy Zeoli 

 
I will not permit any man to narrow and degrade my soul by 
making me hate him. 

Booker T. Washington 
 

The discretion of a man deferreth his anger; and it is his glory to 

pass over a transgression. 

Proverbs 19:11 
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Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth and let not thine heart be 

glad when he stumbleth. 

Proverbs 24:17 

 

And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 

another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you. 

Ephesians 4:32 

Closing: 

The greatest example of forgiveness 

Luke 23:32-34 

32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be 

executed. 33 When they came to the place called the Skull, there 

they crucified him, along with the criminals—one on his right, the 

other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do 

not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by 

casting lots. 

NIV 

 

3 Men on three crosses–  

 1 Died in sin 

 1 Died to sin 

 1 Died for sin 
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Sermon on the Mount Series: Message 6 
Acts of Righteousness 

“Prayer” Part 6 (Message 1) 
“Providence in Trails and Temptations” 

Jerry Grey, 4-14, 1-23 
Matthew 6:13  

 
This is the second message in this section but the first on 

Matthew 5:13 
 

Introduction:  We have come to the end of this great prayer that 
Christ has given us.  The model prayer that many have said only 
belongs to the Jew and to certain dispensations.  How foolish this 
is for those who would miss the joy and instructions on prayer 
from the Lord Himself.   
 
Pink:  “Neither our Lord, nor any of his apostles, gave any 
warning that this prayer was not to be used by Christians, or any 
intimation that it was designed for a future age. The fact that it is 
found in Luke's gospel as well as Matthew’s is clear indication that 
it is to be employed by Jewish and Gentile Saints alike. There's 
nothing whatever in this prayer which is unsuited to Christians 
now, yea, everything in it is needed by them. That it is addressed 
to our father furnishes all the warrant we need for it to be used by 
all the members of his family. Then let none of God's children 
allow Satan to rob them of this valuable part of their birthright.” 
 
Pink says that if you will look closely at this prayer you will find 
every aspect of prayer in it that Christ knew we would need: 
Adoration, thanksgiving, confession, petitions are seven in 
number.  Jesus gave us the model prayer, not simply for rote 
memory, but as a catalyst to jump start our life of communication 
with our Father.   
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Every aspect of this prayer comes from the OT.  Pink says that 
teaches us that our prayers must be Biblical.  To pray in the will of 
God you must know the will of God, which is found in scripture.     
 

1 John 5:14-15 
14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we 

ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know 
that he hears us — whatever we ask — we know that we have what 

we asked of him.  
NIV 

 
Verse 13 teaches us that after we have forgiven ourselves and 
forgiven others, that we are able to pray in God’s will.  The first 
prayer is that we are not led into temptation or captured by the 
evil one.  If I have learned one thing over the last 40 years of 
serving Jesus, it is this… wherever God is working, the Devil is 
working.   
 
The Lord has instructed us to pray for protection and deliverance 
from Satanic attacks.  These passages I have always pondered and 
sought wisdom over because they show us that Satan tried to 
interfere with the apostle’s work. Can Satan hinder our work for 
Jesus? 
 

1 Thess 2:18 
18 Wherefore we would have come unto you, even I Paul, once 

and again; but Satan hindered us. 
KJV 

 
Rom 15:22 

22 For which cause also I have been much hindered from coming 
to you. 

KJV 
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Luke 11:52 
52 Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the key of 
knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and them that were 

entering in ye hindered. 
KJV 

 
We must learn that where God does not choose to rule, He will 
overrule.  Nothing in the way of temptation or trial will overcome 
the people of God that love God and are called according to His 
purpose. Our prayers should be according to the will of God and 
His sovereign plan.  Lord, lead us not into temptation or trials.”  
This is a simple prayer that teaches us to pray for protection from 
evil imps and Satanic activity.  Add this to your prayer time.   
 
The “us” in the text means everybody that calls on the Name.  
When we pray for deliverance from sin or temptation that has not 
yet happened, we are recognizing that God is in control of past 
failures and providentially capable of stopping future failure 
before it happens.   
 
Illustration:  I remember a time when I had a difficult meeting I 
had to officiate. I knew it was going to be tense and extremely 
hard.  I knew there would most likely be anger, frustration and 
maybe even some rage involved by the person with which I had 
this conflict.  I prepared!  I had witnesses available. I had facts 
available.  I prayed for God to control my heart and mouth. I 
prayed for deliverance from evil and anger.  During the meeting I 
was yelled at and called every name in the book.  At one point, I 
thought I was going to get struck.  God helped me keep my cool.  
As I let this person go completely out of control and then it hit me 
that my witnesses were seeing exactly what I had told them was 
going on behind the scenes. By me sitting calmly and in control, 
God delivered me from accusation and character assassination. I 
had prayed for God to not lead me into temptation and He 
answered.  The Lord helped me control my emotions.   
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Even the Lord Jesus was tempted, and He was also led into that 
temptation.  You may not think that’s a good thing but it is true 
and it also had purpose.  Jesus defeated Satan right at the 
beginning of His ministry. We read the story and learn to do what 
Jesus did.  Jesus proved His Holiness and sinlessness by not 
sinning when He was led into temptation.   
 

Matt 4:1-11 
Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be 

tempted by the devil. 2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he 
was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, "If you are the 

Son of God, tell these stones to become bread."  
4 Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread 

alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.'"  
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on 
the highest point of the temple. 6 "If you are the Son of God," he 

said, "throw yourself down. For it is written: 
"'He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift 

you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against 
a stone.'"  

7 Jesus answered him, "It is also written: 'Do not put the Lord 
your God to the test.'"  

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed 
him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9 "All this I 

will give you," he said, "if you will bow down and worship me."  
10 Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 

'Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.'"  
11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.  

NIV 
 

Jesus defeated the devil by quoting the Word.  He was led by the 
Spirit into the desert.  Why?  So He could teach us how to deal 
with temptation.   
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Heb 2:18 
 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to 

help those who are being tempted.  
NIV 

 
Heb 4:15-16 

15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in 
every way, just as we are — yet was without sin. 16 Let us then 
approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.  

NIV 
 
Temptations and trials are a part of the Christian’s life and 
journey.  Pray for deliverance, invite God into your trials and trust 
His sovereign hand to guide you, and test you through the 
providence of His plan for your life.  Jesus has already prayed this 
for you in the Priestly prayer so you may as well join Him in His 
prayers.   

John 17:13-19 
13 "I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still 

in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy 
within them. 14 I have given them your word and the world has 
hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of 

the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the 
world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 

They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them 
by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, 

I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, 
that they too may be truly sanctified.  

NIV 
 

How to deal with temptation:   

 Pray for deliverance beforehand. 

 Use the Word of God. 
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 Don’t talk to the Devil, ever. Let the Word speak. 

 Learn James 1:13-15 

 Learn 1 John 2:15-17 

 Submit to God and resist James 4:7-8; 1 Peter 5;8-9   
 

James 1:13-15 
13 When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For 
God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but 
each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged 
away and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives 

birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.  
NIV 

 
1 John 2:15-17 

15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For everything in 
the world — the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the 

boasting of what he has and does — comes not from the Father 
but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but 

the man who does the will of God lives forever.  
NIV 

 
James 4:7-8 

7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you. 8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. 

NIV 
 

1 Peter 5:8-9 
8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 

Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that 
your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind 

of sufferings.  
NIV 
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You cannot submit until you resist.   
 
The last bracketed phrase is omitted from many translations due 
to it being omitted in many manuscripts. The phrase is a 
doxological phrase that ends the prayer of the Lord with a lesson 
to add praise to prayer.  The kingdom is God’s.  We are in the 
kingdom, therefore, we are His subjects and He is sovereign in all 
His answers.  God is all powerful, therefore, he is able to 
accomplish all and anything in response to our prayers.  God gets 
eternal glory and shares it with none other for all His works.  
Amen,  It will be so!    
 

Sermon on the Mount Series: Message 6 
Acts of Righteousness 

“Prayer” Part 7 (Message 2) 
“Providence in Trails and Temptations” 

Jerry Grey, 4-14, 1-23 
Matthew 6:13  

or 
“God's Protection” 

Matthew 6:13a  
Jerry Grey, 4/13/14 

 
This is the third message in this section and the second on 
Matthew 5:13 
 
Introduction: 
 
We come to the final passage or statement that Jesus prayed for 
His disciples.  Here we find a great truth Christ wants us to learn.  
However, this passage has caused a little confusion in the hearts 
of men. 
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At first read, you notice the “so called” problem.  We know 
biblically that God does not tempt us to sin, nor would He ever 
lead us purposely into a temptation so as to cause us to fail. 
 
So, if we know that to be true, why would we need to pray and ask 
God to not lead us into temptation. 
 
Scholars have tried to explain this for years. 
 
JM Quotes Chrysostom. 
“I affirm with Chrysostom, the early church Father, that the 
solution to this issue is that Jesus is here not speaking of logic or 
theology but of a heart desire and inclination that cause a believer 
to want to avoid the danger and trouble sin creates.  It is the 
expression of the redeemed soul that so despises and fears sin that 
it wants to escape all prospects of falling into, choosing to avoid 
rather than having to defeat temptation.” 
 
I personally like this little saying…. 
 
Quote:   
“God doesn’t give us what we can handle, He helps us handle what 
we are given.” 
 
"A. Pink yields to God’s sovereignty.  He sees God as having 
absolute control over evil as He does good, and therefore has the 
ordering of all temptations.  It is from the evil of the temptations 
we ask to be spared.” 
 
“He sees that in God’s providence, He sees fit to offer an occasion 
of tempting (Testing) that we pray not to be overcome.” 
 
“All temptations and trials are not evil in nature, design or 
outcome.” 
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Hendriksen says it this way – 
 
“If it be thy will, do not permit us, weak as we are by nature and 
prone to sin, to enter into situations which in the natural course of 
events would expose us to temptation and fall, but whatever be 
thy way with us, deliver us from evil.” 
 
I would like to appeal to the methods of biblical interpretation 
and a little discernment.  
 
* Let’s establish a few facts.  Let’s allow a clear passage to explain                     
   a difficult one. 

James 1:13-15 
13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For 
God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but 
each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged 
away and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth 
to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. 
 

NIV 
Facts: 

1. God cannot be tempted 
2. God does not tempt 
3. We are responsible for our sin.  Note the progression of it 

(13-15). 

Why was this a part of Jesus’ prayer?  Why should we understand 
this? 

Because of two extremes: 

1. I get so close to the world trying to help them, that I get 
captured by the evil one. 

The Great Commission tell us to go into the world.  The 
Great Commandment tells us to love men. 
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We have a job to do.  We need to be in the world, but not of 
it. 
 
John 17:15- “My prayer is not that you take them out of the 
world but that you protect them from the evil one.” 
 
~This is a pretty good explanation. 

2. The other extreme is seclusion.  Monastic living.  Convent 
living.  We are not called to seclusions. We are not monks; 
we are disciples.   

Paul - 1 Thessalonians 2:18 - “Satan hindered us or stopped us.” 

Passages like this are misunderstood. 

2 Corinthians 6:14-18 

14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do 
righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what 

fellowship can light have with darkness? 15 What harmony is there 
between Christ and Belial? What does a believer have in common 

with an unbeliever? 16 What agreement is there between the 
temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living 

God. As God has said: 

“I will live with them 
    and walk among them, 
and I will be their God, 

    and they will be my people.”  

17 Therefore, come out from them 
    and be separate, 

says the Lord. 
Touch no unclean thing, 

    and I will receive you.” 18 “I will be a Father to you, 
    and you will be my sons and daughters, 

says the Lord Almighty.”  
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This makes Jesus’ prayer apropos.  We are to function in the 
world and pray for protection from the evil one. 

* We are not to shutter back from our responsibility because we 
are afraid of trials or conflict. 
 
The Text: 
 
Greek:  Peirasmos – Temptation - To make trial of, a putting to 
the test, when God is the Agent, Peirasmos is for the purpose of 
testing someone, never for the purpose of causing him to fall. 
The key to understanding Peirasmos is to know it’s neutral. 
(context determines meaning).   
It may refer to testing by God or temptation by Satan. 
 
Actually, James says to consider test and trials joyous. 
 
Good Case Testing: 
 

1 Corinthians 10:13 
13 No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. 
And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what 
you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a 

way out so that you can stand up under it. 
NIV 

 
Bad Case tempting 

Luke 4:12-13 
12 Jesus answered, “It says: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 

test.’” 13 When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him 
until an opportune time. 

NIV 
Good Testing 

James 1:2-8 
2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of 

many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your 
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faith develops perseverance. 4 Perseverance must finish its work 
so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 5 If 

any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives 
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to 

him. 6 But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because 
he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the 
wind. 7 That man should not think he will receive anything from 
the Lord. 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does. 

NIV 
Why is this prayer so important? 
 
Quote: “Faith that is not tested… is not faith.” 
 
For us to be effective in the kingdom, we must grow.  We grow by 
way of trial – being tested! 
 
Peter tells us not to be surprised at it. 
 
~You see, we have a tendency to sin or fall away when we are 
tested.  We allow the test to become a temptation.  The     
greatest sin is “I Quit!” 

 
1 Peter 4: 12-19 

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are 
suffering, as though something strange were happening to 
you. 13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of 

Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is 
revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you 

are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 If you 
suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of 

criminal, or even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a 
Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that 
name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of 

God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those 
who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And, 
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“If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, 

    what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”  
19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit 

themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good. 
NIV 

 
Pray:  “Lord, protect us when we suffer and get tested, lest we 
fall into sin.” 
 
The greatest temptation we face is returning to our old way of life 
when life gets hard or we face a test. 
 
3 things can happen: 

1. Draw closer 
2. Backslide 
3. Apathy 

When Jesus needed His closest friends to pray for Him, they fell 
into sin. 

Matthew 26: 40-41 
40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them 

sleeping. “Could you men not keep watch with me for one 
hour?” he asked Peter. 41 “Watch and pray so that you will not fall 

into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.” 
NIV 

 

Let me say this – It’s a lie to tell people if they are saved that all 

their problems will go away, and a cloud will follow them by day 

and pillar of fire by night. 

Martin Luther – “We cannot help being exposed to the assaults, 

but we pray that we may not fall and perish under them.” 
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Quote: “In a cursed world where we are battered by evil all 

around us, we confess our inadequacy to deal with evil.  We 

confess the weakness of our flesh and the absolute impotency of 

human resources to combat sin and rescue us from its clutches.  

Above all, we confess our need for the protection and deliverance 

of our loving heavenly Father.”  MacArthur New Testament 

Commentary.  

Final Caution: 
I believe that most times when I have to fight spiritually it really is 
spiritual warfare. 

Ephesians 6: 10-14 
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on 
the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the 
devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of 

this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that 
when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, 
and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, 

with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the 
breastplate of righteousness in place, 

NIV 
 
Caution -   Don’t let yourself be used by Satan to harm others. 
 
Closing:   
 
2 Timothy 2:22-26 – Doing the Devil’s will. 

 
2 Tim 2:22-26 

22 Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, 
love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a 

pure heart. 23 Don't have anything to do with foolish and stupid 
arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. 24 And the 
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Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to 
everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25 Those who oppose him 

he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them 
repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and that 
they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the 

devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.  
NIV 

 
Matthew 6:13 

GOD’S PREEMINENCE 
 

[For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen.] (6:13b) 

Because they are not found in the most reliable manuscripts, it is 
likely that these words were not in the original text.  In many 

modern translations they are therefore given in footnotes or, as 
here, placed in brackets. 

Although they may not have been in the original account, the 
words are perfectly fitting in this passage, and express truths that 

are thoroughly scriptural.  They form a beautiful doxology, 
declaring the preeminence of God as seen in the greatness of His 

eternal kingdom,…power, and…glory.  They are an echo of  
1 Chronicles 29:11 and, to the minds and hearts of Matthew’s 
Jewish readers, would have been a moving and appropriate 

climax. 
(from The MacArthur New Testament Commentary,  
Copyright ©Moody Press and John MacArthur, Jr., 1983-2007.) 
 
 
Quote: “Thou shalt never find a bundle of affliction which has not 
bound up in the midst of it sufficient grace.”  Charles H. Spurgeon 
 
Quote: “God doesn’t give us what we can handle, He helps us 
handle what we are given.” 
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