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“The Divine Confrontation” 
Sermon on the Mount Series:  

"Heavenly Treasures" 
“A Captured Heart" 

Matthew 6:19-24 
 

Matt 6:19-24 
19 "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 

and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But 
store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust 

do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

 
22 "The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your 
whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eyes are bad, your 
whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is 

darkness, how great is that darkness!  
 

24 "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the 

other. You cannot serve both God and Money.  
NIV 

 
Introduction: 
Dr. Gray Allison used to say about money - “You can’t take it with 
you, but you can send it on ahead.” I like that.   
 
 
3 Areas we will look at –  

1. Competition for our Hearts- 19-21 
2. Corruption in our Bodies- 22-23 
3. Confusion in our Minds- 24 
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I.  Competition for our Hearts – Verses 19-21 

1. Treasures – Heavenly & Earthly  
 One is eternal, lasting   
 One is temporary, passes away. We are told not to store 

up earthly treasures as if they are spiritual treasures.  

Greek:  The HCSB uses the word “collect” for the word “store up 
treasures.”  Saving for a rainy day is not prohibited by the Lord. 
God does not tell us to be unprepared.  To not be prepared is sin.  
Jesus is speaking of putting our trust into our possessions.   

The original says do not lay up for yourselves treasures.  Now, the 
word for layup or store up is thesaurizo and the word for 
treasure is thesauros. You can see that they are closely related. 

Thesaurizo - layup means to store up, to amass a reserve, and to 
heap up treasure.  The word that we know is thesaurus, which 
means a treasure trove of words.   

Thesauros is likewise a word that means to have wealth or some 
form of a deposit. This is to store up treasures.   

The world tells us to store up our earthly treasures and to put our 
faith and trust in them while God tells us to trust in him and to 
store up treasures in heaven. 

 The world desires your heart.  We are in a constant battle to 

keep our hearts right. 

 The heart is an enormous battle ground. 

The seat of your emotions, the place we have calluses or 

crevasses. 

 The battle that goes on is quite real. The world will tell you 

that the more treasures you have stored up the better off you 

are. God tells us treasures can disappear in a moment; 

therefore, you better have reservations in heaven. Eternal 

and spiritual treasures are much more valuable than the 

earthly.  The world sees it just the opposite.   
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Two Worldly Promises: 

1. Freedom through false comfort – Olsten 

2. Freedom through pleasure – Hefner 

READ: 

 2 Peter 2:17ff  - 

2 Peter 2:17-22 
17 These men are springs without water and mists driven by a 

storm. Blackest darkness is reserved for them. 18 For they mouth 
empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of 
sinful human nature, they entice people who are just escaping 

from those who live in error. 19 They promise them freedom, 
while they themselves are slaves of depravity — for a man 
is a slave to whatever has mastered him. 20 If they have escaped 

the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ and are again entangled in it and overcome, they are worse 

off at the end than they were at the beginning. 21 It would have 
been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, 
than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred 
command that was passed on to them. 22 Of them the proverbs 
are true: "A dog returns to its vomit," and, "A sow that is washed 

goes back to her wallowing in the mud."  
NIV 

People of depraved minds seek to trap you in the same 

depravity while they think they are free. 

 Spiritual lesson – Fleshly freedom brings bondage while 
spiritual bondage brings freedom. 
 

 Proverbs 4:23 - “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the   
well spring of life.”   

 
When you let down the bucket in the well of your heart, what 
comes up?      
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Guard your heart 

 Materialism over sacrifice ● Free sex vs responsibility 

 Sentimentality over truth  ● Silver vs valued life 

 Selfishness over service  ● Fortune vs benevolence 

 Sin over discipline   ● Fame – obscurity in God’s  
                                                                          will. 

 Sloth over productivity  ● Power – Promotion vs        
                                                                   humility 

 Pleasure vs reality  

READ: 

 James 1:13-15 – Do not be drawn apart 
 

Practical Application: 

Greek: 

Treasury – Thesauros,  steal- Klepto – Kleptomaniac 

 Moths and Rust – The order of the universe tells us that all 
we see, and smell, taste and experience is depleting.  Law of 
Thermodynamics. 

Greek: brosis– to eat up, from "eating" 

 

Illustrations: 

Law of Thermodynamics. 

This world, due to sin, is wasting away!!!!  Moths eat up your 
earthly treasure and rust takes away the shine.  

Atkins microwave dinner box – the picture on the box lied. 

 Thieves – the more you have, the more you have to protect, 
and leave behind for your relatives to fight over. 

 "Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." 
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Translation – if your treasure is in Heaven, your heart 
will also be there! Whatever you love takes over your 
heart. 

Quote: 

"Dr. Rogers, measure your wealth by what money cannot buy 
and death cannot take away." 

 There is sin in storing up treasures.   We show a lack of faith 
when we put our trust in riches and not in God. 

 Investing is okay – just do not put your trust in your 
investments. Saving is okay, just don’t put your trust in your 
savings.      

 Heaven is seen here –  
It is a pure and holy place.  It has no rust or ill critters 
to destroy your treasure.  Heaven is a place of no more 
(R.G. Lee).  No stealing, No sin, etc. 

 If we are told to store up treasures inheaven, we must be 
going there one day.  No point in putting treasure where you 
ain't going. 
 
* Be careful with your heart!  There is competition for it! 
 

Luke 12:13ff   Rich Fool 
 

Luke 12:13-31 
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my 

brother to divide the inheritance with me."  
 

14 Jesus replied, "Man, who appointed me a judge or an 
arbiter between you?"  15 Then he said to them, "Watch out! 
Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does 

not consist in the abundance of his possessions."  
 



6 
 

16 And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain 
rich man produced a good crop. 17 He thought to himself, 

'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.'  
 

18 "Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my 
barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my 
grain and my goods. 19 And I'll say to myself, "You have 

plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; 
eat, drink and be merry." '   

 
20 "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life 

will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have 
prepared for yourself?'  

 
21 "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things 

for himself but is not rich toward God."  
 

22 Then Jesus said to his disciples: "Therefore I tell you, do 
not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your 

body, what you will wear. 23 Life is more than food, and the 
body more than clothes. 24 Consider the ravens: They do not 
sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds 
them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! 25 

Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?  26 
Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry 

about the rest?  
 

27 "Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. 
Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was 

dressed like one of these. 28 If that is how God clothes the 
grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is 

thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you, O 
you of little faith! 29 And do not set your heart on what you 

will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30 For the pagan 
world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that 
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you need them. 31 But seek his kingdom, and these things 
will be given to you as well.  

NIV 

II.  Corruption in our bodies Verses 22-23 

1. The eye is the lens of the body.  It lets in information.  If it 
lets in light, you are blessed. 

 We gauge, test, surmise, filter, plan, react, - all through 
information we get from the eye. 

 The eye is to be clear, good, or single.  "Devotion of the 
eyes" singly committed. 

How does this work 

1.  The eye exposes competition in the heart. 
a. 2 Samuel 11:1-4   David "saw"                                   

David keep seeing…. 
b. Adam & Eve – Genesis 3:6  -  Eve "saw" 
c. Lot – Genesis 13:10 – Lot saw. He was selfish.  In 

v.14. God said to Abraham… "Look." One man got 
Sodom and one man got the world.   
 

Related Passages 

1. Psalms 119:18, 37; 121:1 

Ps 119:18 
18 Open my eyes that I may see 
wonderful things in your law.  

NIV 
 

Ps 119:37 
37 Turn my eyes away from worthless things; 

preserve my life according to your word.  
NIV 
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Ps 121:1-2 
 I lift up my eyes to the hills —  

where does my help come from?  
2 My help comes from the Lord, 
the Maker of heaven and earth.  

NIV 
 

2. Proverbs 4:25; 17:24 – A discerning man keeps wisdom in 
view; A fool's eye wanders.  Fix your eyes straight ahead.  Fix 
your gaze. 

Prov 4:25 
25 Let your eyes look straight ahead, 

fix your gaze directly before you.  

NIV 

Prov 17:24 
24 A discerning man keeps wisdom in view, 

but a fool's eyes wander to the ends of the earth.  
NIV 

 
3. John 4:35 – Open your eyes & look at the fields. 

John 4:34-35 
 "My food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of him who sent me and 

to finish his work. 35 Do you not say, 'Four months more and then 
the harvest'? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They 

are ripe for harvest. 
NIV 

4. 2 Corinthians 4:18 –  

2 Cor 4:18 
18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. 

For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.  
NIV 
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5. Hebrews 12:2 – So we fix our eyes on Jesus. The author 
and finisher of our faith. 

 
Heb 12:2 

2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning 
its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

NIV 
 

6. Revelation 1:7 
Rev 1:7 

7 Look, he is coming with the clouds, 
and every eye will see him, 

even those who pierced him; 
and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. 

      So shall it be! Amen.  
NIV 

 

Practical Thoughts on the Eyes 

 

1. Good eyes = Good body, under control 
2. Bad eyes = Bad body, out of control 
3. If the eyes are bad, the body is bad or dark – this speaks of 

depravity. 
4.  v. 23b – If the light is dark – If the only light you have is 

covered in darkness, how great is it?  Self-deception keeps us 
from seeing the truth.  Most dangerous. 

 

III.  Confusion in our minds – Verse 24 

1. The confusion comes when we try to serve and protect our 
heart, and at the same time, live in darkness and have a 
divided heart. 
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This spiritual problem is plainly visible in 
Christians. 
 

 Our treasure is where our heart is. 

 Masters - κύριος. Who is your Lord?   

 Romans 6:16-22 – Slaves of Righteousness. 

 James calls him a dipsuchos.  He is double minded.  
Can you imagine a man trying to live with two brains or 
two souls.  I have trouble with one.  
 

John Calvin said, "Where riches hold the dominion of 
the heart, God has lost His authority." 

Prosperity can be worse than poverty (i.e., Lot and 
Abraham) 

 Mammon = Earthly goods or possessions.  How many 
Christians have lost this battle over money. 

** Divided hearts are ineffective hearts. ** 

This is why you can work yourself to the bone trying to 
capture back a wandering sheep who is chasing money.  
You will hardly ever get them back. 

 

Closing: #1 Some time ago, a London newspaper offered a prize 
for the best definition of money. The young man who won the 
prize offered this definition: “Money is an article which may 
be used as a universal passport to everywhere except 
heaven, and as a universal provider of everything 
except happiness.”  902- encyclopedia of Bible illustrations.   

#2 In the gold rush days, a miner was returning to his home in the 
east. He had acquired a great fortune from his adventure and toil. 
As the boat was taking him, and many others, across the 
Mississippi River, it struck a rock and capsized throwing all the 
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passengers into the water. The miner drowned, although he was a 
great swimmer. When his body was recovered it was discovered 
why he could not swim. He had strapped about his waist a belt 
containing many pounds of gold nuggets, and it had so weighed 
him down, his body sank to the bottom of the river. Most of us are 
carrying about with us that which impedes our progress and 
success and Christian living and serving. Encumbered with many 
things that are apparently harmless, yet, they keep us from being 
efficient as messengers of Jesus Christ. Where your treasure is, 
there will be your heart; where your heart is, there will be your 
treasure. The eye is the lamp of the body.  If the eye is dark, how 
great is the darkness.   

#3 When one man asked another man about the death of a very 
rich man and how much of his riches were left behind… The man 
said, “all of it.” 

#4 How do you do?   

Some pay their dues when due; 

Some, when overdue; 

Some never do; 

How do you do? 

                 -Author Unknown 
 
#5  JRG- “I have never know a stingy or greedy man that brought 
me joy, companionship, or encouragement with his company.”  
 
JRG- ‘The dark eyed man never supports the ministries of the 
church or participates in the commands of God to give.”   
 
JRG- “A stingy man has a hole in his soul and has forgotten the 
intrinsic nature of God is giving.”  
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